Areas of Knowledge/QSR

Page 2 of 2
Version 10/31/05


AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE/QSR
From UW Website on General Education and Basic Skills Requirements
http://www.washington.edu/students/ugrad/advising/aif/aiftocged.html
Areas of Knowledge
Visual, Literary and Performing Arts (VLPA)
Courses in this Area focus on the history, interpretation, criticism, and practice of the arts.  The requirement is meant to help students develop a personal appreciation of the creative process.  Examples of departments that offer such courses include art history, classics, dance, drama, English, music, and foreign languages.  Most speech courses also count in this Area.
English composition at the freshman and sophomore levels is considered a skill rather than a literary art, and all the composition courses were deliberately excluded from the VLPA list. Creative writing, verse writing, and advanced composition courses in which prose style is treated as an art form do count toward VLPA, and do not count toward the English composition or additional writing requirements.  

Individuals and Societies (I&S)
This Area includes a wide variety of options for the study of human beings and societies.  Courses focus on the history, development, and dynamics of human behavior, as well as social and cultural institutions and practices.  Departments that offer such courses include American ethnic studies, anthropology, economics, geography, international studies, political science, psychology, sociology, and women’s studies.  I&S includes, from departments such as history, philosophy, and religion, courses traditionally grouped with “humanities” at other colleges.  
The Natural World (NW)
Courses in this Area focus on the disciplined, scientific study of the natural world.  The Area can be divided into three broad categories: the mathematical sciences, the physical sciences, and the biological sciences.  Departments that offer such courses include astronomy, biology, chemistry, fisheries, forest resources, geology, mathematics and oceanography.
Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning (QSR)
Courses satisfying this requirement focus on mathematical and statistical reasoning, or on formal and symbolic argument.  The requirement is meant to help students learn to use numerical or symbolic methods to assess the relationships among ideas, to demonstrate competency in using mathematical or logical methods to solve applied problems. 

NOTE:  QSR may overlap with Areas of Knowledge, but Areas of Knowledge may not overlap with one another. For example, a course with a VLPA/I&S designation, may count as EITHER VLPA OR I&S. However, a course with a QSR/NW designation, may count as BOTH QSR AND NW.  
REVIEW OF UW-SEATTLE’S CURRICULUM

A review of UW Seattle’s curriculum offers the following.  

VLPA

The “traditional” humanities departments offer VLPA courses.  In addition, Computer Science and Engineering, Engineering, Informatics, Paper Science and Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering offer VLPA courses based upon course content in visualization, design, creativity, and linguistics.  As would be expected, some of the “traditional” social science departments (Political Science, Sociology, Law, etc.) offer courses in culture, literature and mass media which carry both the VLPA and the I&S designations. 

I&S


The “traditional” social science departments offer I&S courses.  (As stated above, I&S includes, from departments such as history, philosophy and religion, courses traditionally grouped with “humanities” at other colleges.)  Aerospace Studies, Astronomy, Biology, Business Administration, Civil Engineering, Community and Environmental Planning, Engineering, Environmental Health offer I&S courses based upon course content in ethics, law, policy, economics, and social/cultural issues.   Some “traditional” humanities departments (Art History, Dance, Drama, English, etc.) offer courses with ethical, social, historical components which carry both the VLPA and I&S designations.
NW


The “traditional” science and math departments offer NW courses.  Architecture, Civil Engineering, Community & Environmental Planning, Computer Science and Engineering, Engineering, Industrial Engineering, Landscape Architecture, and Naval Science offer NW courses based upon course content in physics, mathematics, chemistry, the environment/sustainability, and/or linguistics (semantics/phonetics).  Some “traditional” humanities and social science departments (Dance, Philosophy, Psychology, History, Anthropology, Geography, etc.) offer NW courses based upon course content in biology, mathematics, logic, the environment, anatomy, physics, physiology, psychobiology, general science and/or statistics. 

QSR


Courses that fulfill the QSR requirement are offered through the departments of Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Economics, Geography, Linguistics, Math, Philosophy, Physics, Psychology (Statistics), Sociology (Methods and Statistics) and Statistics, and Computer Science and Engineering.  
Changes to the current UWB policy: To be consistent with UWS, UWB will no longer give VLPA credit for first-year foreign language courses and composition. VLPA credit will only be given to 200-level or higher numbered foreign language courses.
