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PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT
TO:

PT/PTA Program Director

Director of Clinical Education/Academic Coordinator of Clinical Education

FROM:

Rebecca Lewthwaite, PhD

(PT) Director of Research and Education 

Lilli Thompson, PT, NCS

Director of Physical Therapy

SUBJECT:
Information for the 2008 Clinical Education Program at Rancho 


Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center
We are currently preparing our student affiliation schedule for 2008.  Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center (RLANRC) Physical Therapy Department decisions to allocate slots to academic programs are influenced in part by the academic program’s leadership within the Physical Therapy profession and the quality and fit of the program with RLANRC’s initiatives and needs.
The information in the box below highlights The Physical Therapy Clinical Education Program at RLANRC.  Please review the attached document to further understand our circumstances, initiatives, and expectations.

	Philosophy/Principles of Clinical Education:
· The complexity of patients’ clinical conditions and sociocultural circumstances, as well as the inter-professional culture of rehabilitation teams, contribute to a challenging learning environment; we see challenge as highly desirable and errors unrelated to patient safety as valuable.
· Students work as professionals, leaders, and independent* evidence-based clinicians, learning through taking responsibility for all aspects of a patient’s care [* independent in so far as working under another clinician’s license will bear; pre-briefing and debriefing of Clinical Instructors (CIs) regarding patient status and treatment plans are expected]
· Our clinicians, whether CIs or not, readily share their expertise with student affiliates
Academic Program and Student Selection Criteria:
· Academic programs demonstrating leadership within the Physical Therapy profession and/or individual students selected to the LEIP program for their leadership (see below)
· Mature, culturally sensitive, proactive students capable of self-assessment and leadership are sought
· All students submit application materials that include a CV, a brief 1-2 page essay, and the attached Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire (SASQ) (completed by DCE/ACCE).  
· Academic programs offered slots forward the names of nominees; approval of nominees is made by a Rancho review committee.  An interview may be required prior to final acceptance.  Students should delay final travel and housing arrangements until notified by RLANRC of acceptance.
Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP):
· Students with demonstrated commitment to and insightful intercultural competence perspectives, from majority or minority cultural groups, may apply for LEIP Program slots that are offered to individual student applicants instead of academic programs per se.
Clinical Supervision:

· A variety of models are used, including multiple students to clinical instructor(s)

· APTA Clinical Performance Instrument (PT and PTA) used

Affiliation Length and Start Dates:
· 8 week minimum; final affiliation: Students must start affiliation on established start dates




Application materials for academic program slots and LEIP Program slots must be received by June 1, 2007 for consideration for affiliation slots that begin in calendar year 2008.
Please contact Clinical Education Program Administrative Assistant, Jane Hampton, for further information: Phone: (562) 401-7065, Fax: (562) 401-7055, or e-mail: jhampton@ladhs.org 
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PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT

THE PHYSICAL THERAPY CLINICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

AT RANCHO LOS AMIGOS NATIONAL REHABILITATION CENTER

 “The strengths (of Rancho’s clinical education program) are broad and many.  Expectations are clearly stated, orientation is excellent, staff is filled with experts, opportunity for education is outstanding.  There seems to be a pride and standard held by all staff for being such a well-deserving, well known institution that carries over into an obvious continual encouraging of learning.”
“My CI was able to offer me the perfect balance of independence and guidance throughout my affiliation.  She allowed me to make my own clinical judgments, but offered guidance and feed back when I needed it.”
“The cultural diversity and sensitivity at Rancho, like many other things here is a standard in my opinion.  The lengths that the institution as a whole, down to an individual level, goes to ensure patient comfort and quality of care is unparalleled.  Never have I seen a mission statement so closely followed down to every employee.”

“The commitment of Rancho to a culturally sensitive practice environment is evidenced by the availability of interpreter services.  Therapists here at Rancho make the working environment one that is culturally sensitive in that they all have good communication skills and attempt to elicit meaningful information from the patient.”
[Recent PT student interns]

Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center (RLANRC) is a public 150-bed rehabilitation center affiliated with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services.  As a Los Angeles County rehabilitation center, Rancho is located in a culturally rich urban environment with important influences from Central and Latin America and the Pacific Rim.  Interdisciplinary  team-based rehabilitation and medical-surgical services are provided to adult and pediatric patients with various neurological and musculoskeletal diagnoses.  Students have a unique opportunity to develop skills in critical analysis, professional leadership, and intercultural practice, while serving the needs of a socioeconomically diverse clientele.  The Physical Therapy Department strongly supports Rancho’s mission to provide each patient with superior medical and rehabilitative services in a culturally sensitive environment.

Philosophy/Principles of Clinical Education: In our clinical education program, a high premium is placed on early and responsible independence, accountability, resourcefulness, and initiative in clinical and professional activities.  Students are expected to commit to challenging learning in the context of meeting the needs of patients with whom they work, and to represent Physical Therapy well through patient-centered care, evidence-based practice, and interdisciplinary collaboration. 
Academic Program and Student Selection Decisions: We annually receive many more requests for student slots than we can accommodate.  Approximately 35 students are selected annually.  We take our historical and contemporary leadership role in physical therapy seriously and make affiliation decisions accordingly.  Our decisions among programs are based upon a number of factors, including the academic program’s demonstrated leadership within the physical therapy profession in terms of advancement/support for forward-thinking professional initiatives and strong professional socialization experiences, the performance of recent students during RLANRC affiliations, the quality and fit of the program relative to RLANRC’s needs, and the timing of the program’s affiliations within the calendar year.  Our decisions among students are based on our best judgments regarding a good match between the person and our clinical environment.  We have a particular interest in supporting students and programs with the demonstrated intent to be/produce leaders in professional, clinical, educational, research, and political domains. 
 We have two mechanisms for making student internship decisions: (a) we maintain and develop regular affiliation relationships with historically strong PT programs from across the nation and allot one or more slots to those programs and (b) we invite direct applications from uniquely qualified students who fit our Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) Student Affiliation Program requirements (see below).  The latter individuals may or may not belong to the regularly affiliating programs.  Students applying to the LEIP program must submit applications through their programs’ DCE/ACCE.  Applications through both mechanisms are due for 2008 affiliations on Friday, June 1, 2007.
Please note that we have instituted a new process in an attempt to optimize student selection for lengthening student clinical experiences:  regardless of the (a) or (b) mechanism above, we request a student essay (see topic definition below) and a follow-up phone interview as invited.  An internal committee of Rancho staff reviews each regular affiliate’s  nominees, conducts phone interviews, and makes a determination of whether the nominated student will be invited for an internship.  A similar process applies to the LEIP student applicants.
ACCE/DCE Affiliate Screening: Complex patient conditions and our interdisciplinary team practice challenge each student to develop both professional and PT practice skills within a dynamic and multicultural clinical environment. To assure that RLANRC and its patients, the Clinical Instructors, and the students all benefit from the clinical experience, we request the ACCE/DCE’s continued assistance by selecting highly qualified students.  We appreciate ACCE/DCE efforts in selecting student leaders who would rate highly in terms of the following:  (a) leadership capability among his/her peers;  (b) competence; (c) positive interpersonal behavior (e.g., sensitivity, supportiveness, encouragement, caring); (d) open-mindedness and self-directedness; (e) intellectual capability (e.g., insightful, strong analytical skills, academic achievement); (f) maturity and conscientiousness; and (g) sensitivity to the impacts of social and cultural differences.  We encourage the ACCE/DCE to solicit the insights of other academic and clinical faculty in making student assessments.  For each student applicant, the ACCE/DCE completes the Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire included in the student packet.
Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) Student Affiliation Program:
For a number of years now, we have replaced our earlier Cultural Diversity Program with the related Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice Student Affiliation Program.  See separate description included in student applicant materials.
Clinical Supervision: In addition to the aforementioned high-challenge/early-independence approach to clinical education which applies to all student-CI models, we continue to pursue alternative (to 1:1) models of clinical instructor supervision consistent with current research and our service and staffing needs.  Multiple-students to one or more preceptor (e.g. 3:2, 2:1) models are not uncommon in our program.   We favor greater diversity rather than homogeneity in our student pairings, including the grouping of students from different academic programs.  All students selecting RLANRC should be willing to participate in multiple students to one preceptor or multiple students to multiple preceptors’ models.  RLANRC uses the APTA-sponsored Clinical Performance Instruments (CPI) for PT and PTA students. 
Affiliation Length and Start Dates: We accept physical therapy students for a minimum of 8 weeks to accommodate the complexity of the rehabilitation experience.  Affiliations longer than 8 weeks will be accepted, as usual.  All students for each rotation are expected to start on the same date.  Orientation and training classes are scheduled over the first few weeks.

Allied Health Student Training Programs Policy: As a Los Angeles County facility, RLANRC accepts students based upon an annually updated Affiliation Request Questionnaire (provided in a subsequent mailing if indicated), rather than contracts per se.  A current and officially executed Affiliation Request Questionnaire between a student’s academic institution and Los Angeles County/RLANRC must be in effect prior to each student’s scheduled clinical experience.  To avoid the last-minute cancellation of slots, please ensure sufficient time for processing by institutional representatives.  As a County facility, we are unable to sign any academic program’s affiliation contract.  All students are expected to meet annual health clearances and certification requirements (current CPR).  Fingerprinting and background checks are required during the check-in process at Rancho.  Students affiliate with Rancho as “Specialists Without Compensation” (SWOCs).
Professional Liability Insurance: Students are strongly encouraged to obtain their own liability insurance. Students on SWOC positions are covered under the County’s policy.

Health Insurance: Students are strongly encouraged to provide their own health insurance. RLANRC will be responsible for arranging immediate emergency care of students in the event of accidental injury or illness, but will not be responsible for costs involved, follow-up care, or hospitalization.
Workers’ Compensation Benefits:  Workers’ compensation benefits will not be provided for students by the County of Los Angeles.

Work Schedules:   Regular work hours are 8 am to 4:30 pm.  (Normally, students work the same hours and days consistent with their CI’s schedule).  Students should be prepared to provide patient care on at least one Saturday and/or holiday during their affiliation period, depending upon clinical instructor or staff supervision schedules.
Program Contact:  For further information about interning at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, please contact Rancho’s Clinical Education Administrative Assistant, Jane Hampton, at (562) 401-7065 or e-mail: jhampton@ladhs.org.  Please note that on-campus housing and complimentary meals are no longer available to student affiliates.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT

PT/PTA Program Update/Supplement and 2008 Affiliation Slot Requests
1.
Name of PT program: 











2.
Which degree will students who affiliate in 2008 receive?  




3. 
2008  slot(s) requested:  Students are expected to be on their final affiliation.  In order to manage the 
number of students we take, we plan to start all students as a group on the following dates:  Please 
indicate # of student slots requested, affiliation length, and end date.
	Start Dates 
(2008)
	# of slots requested
	Affiliation Length (Weeks)
	End Date

	Jan. 7
	
	
	

	Feb. 18
	
	
	

	Mar. 31
	
	
	

	May 27

	
	
	

	July 7
	
	
	

	Aug. 18
	
	
	

	Sept. 29
	
	
	

	Oct. 27
	
	
	


4.
If you have students applying for LEIP slots, please provide the student with the complete “Packet for Student Applicant”.  Complete and return “Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire (SASQ)” for each applicant.  Applications must be received no later than June 1, 2007.                                 
5.
If your program has not recently been a RLANRC affiliate, please attach a full description of your 
program.

	Please return completed form to:
Jane Hampton
                                                    
Physical Therapy Department, HB 223

                                                    
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

                                                    
7601 E. Imperial Highway

                                                    
Downey, Ca. 90242

                                                                 or FAX to (562) 401-7055



                          Return deadline:  June 1, 2007
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Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) 

Purpose

The Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice student affiliation program is designed to offer clinical education slots at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center to select students with demonstrated appreciation, skills, and leadership for intercultural practice. Student slots associated with this program are in addition to the slots allotted to our approximately15 regularly affiliating academic programs.  Regularly affiliating programs may forward student applications to the LEIP program in addition to nominations for students to fill their regular slots.  Once selected, the opportunities and expectations of the clinical experiences of students in the LEIP program will be identical to those of other student affiliates. 

The Physical Therapy staff at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center is committed to leading in the achievement of superior clinical practice.  Clinical skills associated with effective intercultural practice, also known as cultural and intercultural competence (including  patient interviewing skills, accessing and integrating patient perspectives into clinical decision making, bilingual skills, interpreter use skills) are essential components of effective clinical practice.  Effective intercultural practice involves insights, gained through reflection on personal experience and formal study into the range of beliefs, values, and preferences that emanate from sociocultural origins.  Further, effective intercultural practice would entail purposeful efforts to access patient perspectives and find common ground in physical therapy clinical management.  Culture is broadly defined, encompassing various sociocultural dimensions and includes, but is not limited to, age, disability, education, ethnicity, gender, language, life experience, race, religion, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic background. 

As a Los Angeles County rehabilitation center, Rancho is located in a culturally rich urban environment with important influences from Central and Latin America and the Pacific Rim.  Some of Rancho’s patients are medically indigent with rehabilitation needs.   The ethnic mix of Rancho’s patient population is approximately 17% African American, 6% Asian and Pacific Islander, 59% Latina/o, and 16% non-Hispanic Caucasian.  A Language and Culture Resource Center is available to staff to help meet the needs of patients and families who collectively speak about 60 different languages.  
Eligibility for the Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice Program
Strong candidates for the Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice program slots would have a history of appreciation, skills, and leadership for intercultural practice as evidenced by active involvement in and insightful reflection on curricular and extra-curricular learning and service activities.  Program participation by students from majority as well as minority cultural groups is welcome.  All students who affiliate at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center are expected to be mature, self-directed individuals capable of self-assessment and leadership for providing care to culturally diverse individuals with complex medical problems within a highly demanding interdisciplinary team environment.  Because of the complexity of this working environment, students accepted to this program will be on one of their final affiliations.  Only PT and PTA students from CAPTE-accredited academic programs are eligible for this program.  Once selected, the student and his or her academic program must meet all requirements for affiliation at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.

Application Process
Application materials are included in this mailing.  Each LEIP student applicant should review this description of the LEIP program, as well as the 2008 Clinical Education Program at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.   In addition to the completed “LEIP Program Application Form”, the student must submit a curriculum vitae/resume and a short (1-2 page) essay.  This essay should include his or her reasons for applying for affiliation at RLANRC in general and his or her appropriateness for the LEIP program in particular.  Further, the essay should address the questions as listed on the application.  An interview may be scheduled following review of the applications.

The ACCE/DCE must complete a “Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire” (one for each student applicant) and the “PT/PTA Program Update/Supplement and 2008 Affiliation Slot Requests” (one per program).  Send these under separate cover to RLANRC.  All the above application materials must be received by RLANRC by June 1, 2007 for consideration for affiliation slots in the 2008 calendar year.  For further information, please contact Jane Hampton, Physical Therapy Department, Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, HB 223, 7601 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey CA, 90242 (562-401-7065) or jhampton@ladhs.org.          
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Program Application Form:     □ LEIP Program
□ Regular Academic, Non-LEIP Program
	Student Name:                                                                                                                                                                                          .
                                                          First


Middle


Last

Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                    .
                                 Street Number


City


State

Zip Code

Phone Number:    (        )                                                                          Fax:    (        )                                                                           .
Student’s E-mail:                                                                                                                                                                                       .
University:                                                                                                                                                                                                 .

Degree Anticipated:                                                                        PT Program GPA:                                                                              .
Request for final affiliation?  □  Yes   □  No  Explain:                                                                                                                            .
Description of affiliation required e.g.  (CEIII out of IV)                                                                                                                             .
Total number of “full time” affiliations in curriculum:                                                                                                                                  .
University ACCE/DCE’s Name:                                                                                                                                                                 .
ACCE/DCE’s Phone Number:    (        )                                                 ACCE/DCE’s Fax Number:    (        )                                          .
ACCE/DCE’s E-mail:                                                                                                                                                                                .



Enclosed is the following information:

 Curriculum Vitae/Resumé  (Please include clinical experiences completed and planned prior to
    affiliation at RANCHO.  Please include previous degree and prior careers.)
 1-2 page essay including the following:

(  (All students) Reasons for applying for affiliation at RLANRC and qualifications consistent with the LEIP
        Program
(    Respond to the question:  “What is the link between cultural competence and clinical expertise?”
(   Discuss a difficult interaction you have experienced or observed that may have resulted from intercultural 
differences (consider that every form of interaction between 2 people can be considered intercultural in 
some sense of the word).  Define the interaction and an optimal approach to resolve it.
 Under separate cover, the ACCE/DCE from my program has submitted:

(   Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire

(   PT/PTA Program Update/Supplement and 2008 Affiliation Slot Request
I have reviewed the information and would like to be considered for the Clinical Education program at RLANRC in the LEIP Program or Regular Academic NON-LEIP program indicated above.  The above information has been submitted.  
                                                                                                                        


                                                                      .
Student Signature






Date
	Please return completed form with
Jane Hampton
application materials to:                     
Physical Therapy Department, HB 223

                                                    
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

                                                    
7601 East Imperial Highway

                                                    
Downey, Ca. 90242




Return deadline:

                                                                or FAX to (562) 401-7055




June 1, 2007
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Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire (SASQ)

[ACCE/DCE: Complete this questionnaire for each applicant]
Student's Name:                                                     
Academic PT Program:                                                         .

Completed by faculty (Name):                                                                                                                                         .
Listed below are the personal characteristics we have identified as most important to successful affiliation and potential employment at RLANRC.  Please rate or have other faculty members rate each student program applicant on each item.   

1.
To what extent would this person be considered to have leadership capability among his/her peers?



Not at All








To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

2.
To what extent is this person highly respected for his/her competence and positive interpersonal behavior (e.g., sensitivity, supportiveness, encouragement, caring) by faculty and students?



Not at All








To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

3.
To what extent is this person regarded as consistently open minded, self-directed, and enthusiastic towards

learning?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

4.
To what extent is this student considered intellectually very capable (e.g., insightful, strong analytical skills,

academic achievement)?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

5.
To what extent is this person considered mature and conscientious?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

6.
To what extent would you characterize this person as sensitive to the impacts of social and cultural 

differences?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9
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PACKET FOR STUDENT APPLICANTS

*ACCE/DCE:  Return Deadline for LEIP Applicants is June 1, 2007 for 2008 internships.
* Please make a complete copy of application materials for each applicant.
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THE PHYSICAL THERAPY CLINICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

AT RANCHO LOS AMIGOS NATIONAL REHABILITATION CENTER

 “The strengths (of Rancho’s clinical education program) are broad and many.  Expectations are clearly stated, orientation is excellent, staff is filled with experts, opportunity for education is outstanding.  There seems to be a pride and standard held by all staff for being such a well-deserving, well known institution that carries over into an obvious continual encouraging of learning.”
“My CI was able to offer me the perfect balance of independence and guidance throughout my affiliation.  She allowed me to make my own clinical judgments, but offered guidance and feed back when I needed it.”

“The cultural diversity and sensitivity at Rancho, like many other things here is a standard in my opinion.  The lengths that the institution as a whole, down to an individual level, goes to ensure patient comfort and quality of care is unparalleled.  Never have I seen a mission statement so closely followed down to every employee.”

“The commitment of Rancho to a culturally sensitive practice environment is evidenced by the availability of interpreter services.  Therapists here at Rancho make the working environment one that is culturally sensitive in that they all have good communication skills and attempt to elicit meaningful information from the patient.”

[Recent PT student interns]

Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center (RLANRC) is a public 150-bed rehabilitation center affiliated with the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services.  As a Los Angeles County rehabilitation center, Rancho is located in a culturally rich urban environment with important influences from Central and Latin America and the Pacific Rim.  Interdisciplinary  team-based rehabilitation and medical-surgical services are provided to adult and pediatric patients with various neurological and musculoskeletal diagnoses.  Students have a unique opportunity to develop skills in critical analysis, professional leadership, and intercultural practice, while serving the needs of a socioeconomically diverse clientele.  The Physical Therapy Department strongly supports Rancho’s mission to provide each patient with superior medical and rehabilitative services in a culturally sensitive environment.

Philosophy/Principles of Clinical Education: In our clinical education program, a high premium is placed on early and responsible independence, accountability, resourcefulness, and initiative in clinical and professional activities.  Students are expected to commit to challenging learning in the context of meeting the needs of patients with whom they work, and to represent Physical Therapy well through patient-centered care, evidence-based practice, and interdisciplinary collaboration. 
Academic Program and Student Selection Decisions: We annually receive many more requests for student slots than we can accommodate.  Approximately 35 students are selected annually.  We take our historical and contemporary leadership role in physical therapy seriously and make affiliation decisions accordingly.  Our decisions among programs are based upon a number of factors, including the academic program’s demonstrated leadership within the physical therapy profession in terms of advancement/support for forward-thinking professional initiatives and strong professional socialization experiences, the performance of recent students during RLANRC affiliations, the quality and fit of the program relative to RLANRC’s needs, and the timing of the program’s affiliations within the calendar year.  Our decisions among students are based on our best judgments regarding a good match between the person and our clinical environment.  We have a particular interest in supporting students and programs with the demonstrated intent to be/produce leaders in professional, clinical, educational, research, and political domains. 

 We have two mechanisms for making student internship decisions: (a) we maintain and develop regular affiliation relationships with historically strong PT programs from across the nation and allot one or more slots to those programs and (b) we invite direct applications from uniquely qualified students who fit our Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) Student Affiliation Program requirements (see below).  The latter individuals may or may not belong to the regularly affiliating programs.  Students applying to the LEIP program must submit applications through their programs’ DCE/ACCE.  Applications through both mechanisms are due for 2008 affiliations on Friday, June 1, 2007.
Please note that we have instituted a new process in an attempt to optimize student selection for lengthening student clinical experiences:  regardless of the (a) or (b) mechanism above, we request a student essay (see topic definition below) and a follow-up phone interview as invited.  An internal committee of Rancho staff reviews each regular affiliate’s  nominees, conducts phone interviews, and makes a determination of whether the nominated student will be invited for an internship.  A similar process applies to the LEIP student applicants.
ACCE/DCE Affiliate Screening: Complex patient conditions and our interdisciplinary team practice challenge each student to develop both professional and PT practice skills within a dynamic and multicultural clinical environment. To assure that RLANRC and its patients, the Clinical Instructors, and the students all benefit from the clinical experience, we request the ACCE/DCE’s continued assistance by selecting highly qualified students.  We appreciate ACCE/DCE efforts in selecting student leaders who would rate highly in terms of the following:  (a) leadership capability among his/her peers;  (b) competence; (c) positive interpersonal behavior (e.g., sensitivity, supportiveness, encouragement, caring); (d) open mindedness and self-directedness; (e) intellectual capability (e.g., insightful, strong analytical skills, academic achievement); (f) maturity and conscientiousness; and (g) sensitivity to the impacts of social and cultural differences.  We encourage the ACCE/DCE to solicit the insights of other academic and clinical faculty in making student assessments.  For each student applicant, the ACCE/DCE completes the Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire included in the student packet.

Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) Student Affiliation Program:
For a number of years now, we have replaced our earlier Cultural Diversity Program with the related Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice Student Affiliation Program.  See separate description included in student applicant materials.

Clinical Supervision: In addition to the aforementioned high-challenge/early-independence approach to clinical education which applies to all student-CI models, we continue to pursue alternative (to 1:1) models of clinical instructor supervision consistent with current research and our service and staffing needs.  Multiple-students to one or more preceptor (e.g. 3:2, 2:1) models are not uncommon in our program.   We favor greater diversity rather than homogeneity in our student pairings, including the grouping of students from different academic programs.  All students selecting RLANRC should be willing to participate in multiple students to one preceptor or multiple students to multiple preceptors’ models.  RLANRC uses the APTA-sponsored Clinical Performance Instruments (CPI) for PT and PTA students. 
Affiliation Length and Start Dates: We accept physical therapy students for a minimum of 8 weeks to accommodate the complexity of the rehabilitation experience.  Affiliations longer than 8 weeks will be accepted, as usual.  All students for each rotation are expected to start on the same date.  Orientation and training classes are scheduled over the first few weeks.

Allied Health Student Training Programs Policy: As a Los Angeles County facility, RLANRC accepts students based upon an annually updated Affiliation Request Questionnaire (provided in a subsequent mailing if indicated), rather than contracts per se.  A current and officially executed Affiliation Request Questionnaire between a student’s academic institution and Los Angeles County/RLANRC must be in effect prior to each student’s scheduled clinical experience.  To avoid the last-minute cancellation of slots, please ensure sufficient time for processing by institutional representatives.  As a County facility, we are unable to sign any academic program’s affiliation contract.  All students are expected to meet annual health clearances and certification requirements (current CPR).  Fingerprinting and background checks are required during the check-in process at Rancho.  Students affiliate with Rancho as “Specialists Without Compensation” (SWOCs).

Professional Liability Insurance: Students are strongly encouraged to obtain their own liability insurance. Students on SWOC positions are covered under the County’s policy.

Health Insurance: Students are strongly encouraged to provide their own health insurance. RLANRC will be responsible for arranging immediate emergency care of students in the event of accidental injury or illness, but will not be responsible for costs involved, follow-up care, or hospitalization.
Workers’ Compensation Benefits:  Workers’ compensation benefits will not be provided for students by the County of Los Angeles.

Work Schedules:   Regular work hours are 8 am to 4:30 pm.  (Normally, students work the same hours and days consistent with their CI’s schedule).  Students should be prepared to provide patient care on at least one Saturday and/or holiday during their affiliation period, depending upon clinical instructor or staff supervision schedules.
Program Contact:  For further information about interning at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, please contact Rancho’s Clinical Education Administrative Assistant, Jane Hampton, at (562) 401-7065 or e-mail: jhampton@ladhs.org.  Please note that on-campus housing and complimentary meals are no longer available to student affiliates.
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Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice (LEIP) 

Purpose

The Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice student affiliation program is designed to offer clinical education slots at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center to select students with demonstrated appreciation, skills, and leadership for intercultural practice. Student slots associated with this program are in addition to the slots allotted to our approximately15 regularly affiliating academic programs.  Regularly affiliating programs may forward student applications to the LEIP program in addition to nominations for students to fill their regular slots.  Once selected, the opportunities and expectations of the clinical experiences of students in the LEIP program will be identical to those of other student affiliates. 

The Physical Therapy staff at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center is committed to leading in the achievement of superior clinical practice.  Clinical skills associated with effective intercultural practice, also known as cultural and intercultural competence (including  patient interviewing skills, accessing and integrating patient perspectives into clinical decision making, bilingual skills, interpreter use skills) are essential components of effective clinical practice.  Effective intercultural practice involves insights, gained through reflection on personal experience and formal study into the range of beliefs, values, and preferences that emanate from sociocultural origins.  Further, effective intercultural practice would entail purposeful efforts to access patient perspectives and find common ground in physical therapy clinical management.  Culture is broadly defined, encompassing various sociocultural dimensions and includes, but is not limited to, age, disability, education, ethnicity, gender, language, life experience, race, religion, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic background. 

As a Los Angeles County rehabilitation center, Rancho is located in a culturally rich urban environment with important influences from Central and Latin America and the Pacific Rim.  Some of Rancho’s patients are medically indigent with rehabilitation needs.   The ethnic mix of Rancho’s patient population is approximately 17% African American, 6% Asian and Pacific Islander, 59% Latina/o, and 16% non-Hispanic Caucasian.  A Language and Culture Resource Center is available to staff to help meet the needs of patients and families who collectively speak about 60 different languages.  
Eligibility for the Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice Program
Strong candidates for the Leadership for Effective Intercultural Practice program slots would have a history of appreciation, skills, and leadership for intercultural practice as evidenced by active involvement in and insightful reflection on curricular and extra-curricular learning and service activities.  Program participation by students from majority as well as minority cultural groups is welcome.  All students who affiliate at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center are expected to be mature, self-directed individuals capable of self-assessment and leadership for providing care to culturally diverse individuals with complex medical problems within a highly demanding interdisciplinary team environment.  Because of the complexity of this working environment, students accepted to this program will be on one of their final affiliations.  Only PT and PTA students from CAPTE-accredited academic programs are eligible for this program.  Once selected, the student and his or her academic program must meet all requirements for affiliation at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.

Application Process
Application materials are included in this mailing.  Each LEIP student applicant should review this description of the LEIP program, as well as the 2008 Clinical Education Program at Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.   In addition to the completed “LEIP Program Application Form”, the student must submit a curriculum vitae/resume and a short (1-2 page) essay.  This essay should include his or her reasons for applying for affiliation at RLANRC in general and his or her appropriateness for the LEIP program in particular.  Further, the essay should address the questions as listed on the application.  An interview may be scheduled following review of the applications.

The ACCE/DCE must complete a “Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire”, (one for each student applicant) and the “PT/PTA Program Update/Supplement and 2008 Affiliation Slot Requests” (one per program).  Send these under separate cover to RLANRC.  All the above application materials must be received by RLANRC by June 1, 2007 for consideration for affiliation slots in the 2008 calendar year.  For further information, please contact Jane Hampton, Physical Therapy Department, Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, HB 223, 7601 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey CA, 90242 (562-401-7065) or jhampton@ladhs.org.          
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PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT

Program Application Form:     □ LEIP Program
□ Regular Academic, Non-LEIP Program
	Student Name:                                                                                                                                                                                          .
                                                          First


Middle


Last

Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                    .
                                 Street Number


City


State

Zip Code

Phone Number:    (        )                                                                          Fax:    (        )                                                                           .
Student’s E-mail:                                                                                                                                                                                       .
University:                                                                                                                                                                                                 .

Degree Anticipated:                                                                        PT Program GPA:                                                                              .
Request for final affiliation?  □  Yes   □  No  Explain:                                                                                                                            .
Description of affiliation required e.g.  (CEIII out of IV)                                                                                                                             .
Total number of “full time” affiliations in curriculum:                                                                                                                                  .
University ACCE/DCE’s Name:                                                                                                                                                                 .
ACCE/DCE’s Phone Number:    (        )                                                 ACCE/DCE’s Fax Number:    (        )                                          .
ACCE/DCE’s E-mail:                                                                                                                                                                                .



Enclosed is the following information:

 Curriculum Vitae/Resumé  (Please include clinical experiences completed and planned prior to

    affiliation at RANCHO.  Please include previous degree and prior careers.)

 1-2 page essay including the following:

(  (All students) Reasons for applying for affiliation at RLANRC and qualifications consistent with the LEIP
        Program

(    Respond to the question:  “What is the link between cultural competence and clinical expertise?”
(   Discuss a difficult interaction you have experienced or observed that may have resulted from intercultural 
differences (consider that every form of interaction between 2 people can be considered intercultural in 
some sense of the word).  Define the interaction and an optimal approach to resolve it.

 Under separate cover, the ACCE/DCE from my program has submitted:

(   Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire

(   PT/PTA Program Update/Supplement and 2008 Affiliation Slot Request

I have reviewed the information and would like to be considered for the Clinical Education program at RLANRC in the LEIP Program or Regular Academic NON-LEIP program indicated above.  The above information has been submitted.  
                                                                                                                        


                                                                      .
Student Signature






Date
	Please return completed form with
Jane Hampton
application materials to:                     
Physical Therapy Department, HB 223

                                                    
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

                                                    
7601 East Imperial Highway

                                                    
Downey, Ca. 90242




Return deadline:

                                                                or FAX to (562) 401-7055




June 1, 2007
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PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT

Student Affiliate Screening Questionnaire (SASQ)

[ACCE/DCE: Complete this questionnaire for each applicant]
Student's Name:                                                     
Academic PT Program:                                                         .

Completed by faculty (Name):                                                                                                                                         .
Listed below are the personal characteristics we have identified as most important to successful affiliation and potential employment at RLANRC.  Please rate or have other faculty members rate each student program applicant on each item.   

1.
To what extent would this person be considered to have leadership capability among his/her peers?



Not at All








To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

2.
To what extent is this person highly respected for his/her competence and positive interpersonal behavior (e.g., sensitivity, supportiveness, encouragement, caring) by faculty and students?



Not at All








To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

3.
To what extent is this person regarded as consistently open minded, self-directed, and enthusiastic towards


learning?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

4.
To what extent is this student considered intellectually very capable (e.g., insightful, strong analytical skills,


academic achievement)?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

5.
To what extent is this person considered mature and conscientious?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9

6.
To what extent would you characterize this person as sensitive to the impacts of social and cultural 


differences?



Not at All







To a Great Extent



1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
 9
