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Course:


Acctg 577A – Research Paper in Professional Accounting

Credits:


4
Numeric grades will be assigned.
Faculty:


Elizabeth J. Widdison, CPA

Contact:


widdison@u.washington.edu, (206) 543-4587, Mackenzie 349.
Web Site:


faculty.washington.edu/widdison
Instructor Availability:
By appointment.  (See below under Course Meetings.)
Course Objective:  This is an independent study research project in which the student is expected to produce a substantial academic research paper on a topic of current or emerging interest in the accounting profession.  It is a continuation of research begun in Acctg. 576 during the winter quarter and requires development and argument of the thesis identified in the proposal submitted at the end of that quarter.

Course Meetings:  Since this is an independent-study course, there are no class meetings other than the initial one scheduled for Monday, March 29, at 3:30 p.m. in Balmer 201.  However, I expect that you will maintain regular contact with me on an individual basis and schedule meetings (either face-to-face or by phone) periodically to discuss progress and resolve any issues or concerns that may arise.  I am available by appointment on Mondays and Wednesdays between 10:30 and 1 p.m. and on other days by pre-arrangement.
Course Product:  A substantial paper (25 – 30 pages) which argues and rigorously discusses a thesis that has been presented either as a question or hypothesis.  Note that the page-count does not include preliminary or appended items.  It refers only to the body of discussion.
Contents:  These should include the following in the order indicated: cover page (see later in this document), table of contents, abstract (essentially an executive summary, see below), the text of your paper (i.e. the body of your paper), bibliography (or list of works cited, referenced, or consulted, depending on your research sources and documentation style), and any appendices (e.g. data sets, questionnaires used, illustrations, tables, etc.).  The paper should be all in one file.  Please do not submit any part of your paper as a separate document.  Place a section break between each of the sections in the file.
Any tables, figures, or illustrations you include to enhance your discussion can be presented either within the body of your document on the page to which related text is presented (preferred), or in an appendix at the end of the document.  Regardless of where they are placed, however, all such items must be referred to in the text of your paper.  If you use a citation style that requires a bibliography or endnotes, please place these between the end of your paper and any appendix. 

Mechanics:  Your final paper should be presented single-sided. and double-spaced.  I prefer that you use Times New Roman (font size 12).  Your discussion pages should be numbered beginning with the first page of the text body.  Do not put numbers on the cover, the executive summary (abstract), or on the table of contents.  Use 1” margins all round (top, bottom, and both sides).  You should use headings for each of the main areas of your paper and subheadings for issues within major areas.  Please place your name in the right hand corner of a header beginning on the first page of the text (body) of your paper.  Since each part of your paper is a separate section of one continuous file, you can separately format each section according to the above requirements.
Cover:  In order to minimize confusion, I have provided a schematic of a cover page which you should download and use.  (See last page of this syllabus.)  Note that this is the same cover page that I have already sent to you in a previous handout covering your proposal.

Abstract:  There are two types of abstracts: descriptive and informative.  Your paper requires an informative approach.  Students often make the mistake of interpreting this as an introduction to the paper.  It is not.  It is a précis that very concisely summarizes the highlights of your paper.  It is, therefore, one of the more difficult items to write.  It should not be written until you have finished your entire paper!  It should touch on the main issues and ultimate conclusion of your discussion so that a reader can determine if the content of the paper deserves his/her detailed attention.  It should be no more than one page in length.  Please consult the linked sites from the Acctg 577 web page for more information.
Due Dates and Submission Details:  I strongly recommend that you submit a draft of your paper for my examination before you finalize your document.  However, that draft must be presented to me ON OR BEFORE the end of the 6th week of the quarter (i.e. no later than Friday, May 7).  Your final paper is due no later than noon on Friday, May 28.  This submission date is necessary to provide time for evaluation of selected papers for consideration of awards.  Of course, you may submit both your initial draft and your paper earlier than the dates indicated in this paragraph if you wish.  In fact, I encourage it, as it will spread the grading over a longer period of time. (
Please submit one hard copy of your paper and one electronic copy.  Your hard copy should be professionally presented.
Paper Return:  Graded papers will be available for you to pick up at the awards reception.  AS of updating this syllabus, the day and time for the reception has yet to be determined.
Grading Criteria.  This course is evaluated using a numerical grade – i.e. it is not a credit/no credit course.  The average grade will be set within the range of 3.4 to 3.6, depending on the general quality of submissions.

The following are key issues:  (Content issues are 2/3rd weighted; writing issues are 1/3rd weighted.)

1. Content Organization:  I am looking for 
· Clear statement of your thesis in either a question or hypothesis form.
· Structural flow that proceeds in a logical sequence and addresses all relevant issues raised by your question/s.

· Thesis question or hypothesis answered or supported in a conclusion, summary, or recommendation (if appropriate) at the end of your paper

2. Content Depth and Discussion:

· Your paper should (a) reflect a substantial level of research and information related to the topic, and (b) be an argument or reasoned discussion of the topic. Do not simply “tell a story.”
3. Writing Issues:  Pay attention to 
· Complete and accurate citations of your sources quoted, paraphrased, or referred to in your paper.  (See “Style and Documentation) handout available on the 577 web page.)
· Plagiarism concerns:  Please consult the information available through links on the course Web page.  If you have any concerns about this issue, please see me.

· Writing style: concise, business English, clear writing.  No fluff!
· Accurate mechanics: grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.  I will have zero tolerance for these kinds of errors.
(A sample copy of a grading sheet is available for your examination on the course Web page.)

Past-Year’s Papers:
If you would like to look through some papers submitted in prior years, you may do so in my office.  Just let me know when you want to stop by.

IV.
Schematic for your cover page

2” margin from the top of the page, so 1” below the default 1” margin.

THE TITLE OF YOUR THESIS.  PRESENTED IN ALL CAPS, CENTERED, AND DOUBLE-SPACED IF IT ENCOMPASSES MORE THAN ONE LINE.


3” from start of title above

)

by

Your Name



(about 3” down from name. Try to place so you leave 1” bottom margin)

A paper submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Professional Accounting in the Department of Accounting

University of Washington

Date of submission

Acctg 577, Mini-Thesis, Spring 2010.
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