Acctg 577 – Research Paper -- General Comments on Drafts

Note that these comments are based on the drafts that I have reviewed.  If you did not submit a draft, you might find these comments helpful as you put together your paper for submission.
General:
1. If you do not state a hypothesis to argue or question to discuss in your introduction, you should make sure that the title of your paper is formatted either as a hypothesis or question.  This is the “thesis” you are “testing” in your paper.
2. Keep to the point.  Some papers include lots of information that is only tenuously related to the main issue.  You need to help your reader understand why you are including this information and show how it relates to the main point of your paper.

3. Argue!  This follows from the previous point.  This paper is not meant to be a text-book description of a topic.  It needs to have some academic discussion; therefore, be sure that you are long on the discussion/argument and short on telling a story.

4. Citations.  Be sure these are complete!  You are responsible for acknowledging the ideas, thoughts, writing style , sentence construction, and phraseology of anybody else’s work.
5. For the most part, content was organized quite well and the flow of the discussion was clear.  Where it was not, I have so indicated.  Be wary of repeating information.  Where it is necessary to reiterate a point, accompany it with wording that indicates that you know you are repeating an already-stated idea.  For example, “as discussed in an earlier section, …”; however, do not overdo this reiteration.
6. I did not read any abstracts that were presented.  They should be done only when you have finished your final draft.

7. Since these were drafts, I was not overly concerned if a paper appeared to be short.  However, I did comment that additional substance would be needed.  That being said, I do not want you to add more just to meet an arbitrary “number-of-pages” target.  This tends to draw in both irrelevant issues and repetition of already stated ideas.  If you have nothing more to say and you have good research depth, then end your paper.  Note that a paper with fewer than 18 pages suggests that your topic was not sufficiently broad or your depth of analysis was too shallow, or both.
Writing Concerns:  (Lots of mechanical issues!)
8. I prefer that your paper be written in the third person.  This means no use of “I,” “we,” “us,” “our,” “you,” “your,” etc.  If you don’t know how to avoid this, come to see me.

9. Avoid the word “like” if you really mean “as,” “as if,” or “as though.”  Like means exactly what it says – i.e. “the same as.”
10. Avoid using any form of the verb “to go” – as in “get,” “getting.”  It does not have a precise meaning.  There is always a better choice available.  For example, “The company gets its funding from various sources” reads much better if you state, “The company obtains its funding from various sources.”
11. Avoid using definitive declarations such as “this proves that.”  Evidence “suggests,” “implies,” or “indicates.”  Where there is no axiomatic proof, then leave room for reasonable people to disagree and show that you are attempting to persuade rather than impose a belief.
12. Where I have indicated awkward wording or expression, reformulate that passage to make your writing clearer.

13. Hangovers from Acctg 27 fall class!  Remember the issues you may have had in your writing during that quarter and be on your guard.  I noted many subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement issues.  Additionally, vary your wording – avoid using the same word, or a version of the same word, in close proximity.  

14. Illustrations in papers include tables, figures, and charts.  They should be numbered with reference to your paper.  If you have both figures and tables, you will have Figure 1 and Table 1.  Some imported figures and tables were numbered relative to placement in the document from which they were taken.  You will need to try to manage this numbering with reference to your paper.

15. When documenting a series of items in text, use First, Second, Third or First, Next, and Last.  Don’t mix them up – First, next, and last is mixing them up.
16. Since you are double-spacing the text, you need to indicate a new paragraph clearly.  This is best done by indenting the first line of each paragraph one tab space.

17. Commas and periods go inside closing quotation marks. Always.

18. The final quotation marks of a direct quote precede the parenthetical citation.

19. The final period of a sentence goes after the parentheses of any citation.  Do not put a period before the citation.

20. When presenting a long direct quotation, indent it one tab from the left margin, reduce one font size, and use single-spacing within the quote.  Do NOT use quotation marks at the beginning or end.  The indentation and change in format indicates a quote.

21. When you refer to somebody by name, include that person’s position and significance so the reader can see that what this person has to say has relevance.  Subsequent references to this person should be with only the name.  So, “Margaret Smith, director of human resources at Brightest and Best CPAs, stated …”  Thereafter, “Ms Smith …”

22. Italicize the titles of books, newspapers, journals, statements of financial accounting standards.  Use quotation marks to enclose the titles of articles, essays, etc. from within larger publications.
23. The United States needs periods in its initialized form.  U.S.

24. Watch your use of the apostrophe.  It is not used in the plural form of CPAs, 1990s, 1980s, etc.  It is not used to form a plural, such as “company’s” – yes, I did see that!
25. Edit, edit, edit and PROOF READ, PROOF READ, PROOF READ!  Several drafts obviously had had limited attention paid to them in these two important areas of the writing process.  I will not be charitable when reading the final papers if there is indication that these vital steps were not taken.  (
26. Finally – it is always a good idea to have another pair of eyes go over a paper before submitting it.  I suggest you exchange papers with a colleague you trust so you can obtain feedback from an additional third-party!

