Acctg 576 – Feedback on Proposals Submitted March 15, 2010
I enjoyed reading your proposals.  We have an interesting range of topics.  As was to be expected, the “hot topics” dealt with IFRS, fair-value accounting, and disclosures relating to sustainable/climate-change/environmental issues.  The remaining papers cover a variety of topics and include, but are not limited to, the following: lease accounting, deferred taxes, pensions, revenue recognition issues, fraud, internal control, governmental and NFP accounting for hospitals, and professional concerns such as gender bias, work-life balance, and employee turnover. The caliber of performance was mixed.  Some were very well written; others showed the impact of an overworked intern’s stress, with less attention to content and writing than I would like to have seen.  I know that the proposal is a difficult item to produce during your internship, and I try to be sensitive to that as I review them.  However, there are certain standards that I must apply as I grade them.  As is my custom, I have not been shy about adding my comments to your papers.  I hope you will find them helpful as you develop your proposal into your “major production” – your “mini-thesis” – during spring quarter.

Markings:
I highlighted any writing issues (phrasing, word choice, grammar, etc.) generally by circling the item.  In several instances, you may see the abbreviation “expr.”  This means your expression was either awkward or unclear.  In a few instances, I indicated the correction; however, I mostly left it for you to analyze the problem in light of our Acctg 527 discussions.  I enclosed items in parentheses (  ) if I felt they were not necessary.  If you are not sure why I marked your copy, please come to see me for an explanation.  For a summary of a few common errors, please see the next page.  You will also benefit from reading my “General Feedback Comments” for an earlier class.  It is posted on the 577 Web page.
Citations:
Be sure to include citations in all instances of direct quotes, paraphrasing, or reference to the ideas of others.  If there are no citations, my assumption is that the wording, phrasing, and/or ideas, are your own.  Where there is an obvious difference between your usual writing and the writing presented (i.e. because of word choice, phrasing, writing style, etc.), I look for a citation.  If it is not there, I become concerned.  Links to Web sites for all citation styles are on the 577 Web page.  Also, please visit the linked places dealing with plagiarism.
Thesis Statements:
This presentation was mixed.  In some instances they were either too long or were not clear.  If I have so indicated on your paper, work to refine it.  The trick is to identify a sufficiently broad idea that you can develop with substantial discussion while not being too general as to lack specificity.  If you have difficulties with it, come for help. 
Literature Review:
 On the whole, these sections were satisfactory, and a few were exceptional.  No matter what the topic, my assumption was that you would have done some reading about it as you developed your proposal. Even in cases where the expectation is that research will be confined to interviewing others, a solid background of investigative reading should be done prior to interviews so as to know what areas of questioning may be appropriate.
Substance:
In some instances, I felt that a thesis was too narrow and did not, as expressed, have the promise of developing into the substantial paper Acctg 577 requires.  If that is the case, you should consider broadening your topic so as to be able to be more inquisitive in your research.  If you have difficulties assessing this, let’s talk about it.
Argue and Discuss:
As I read your proposals, I was looking for the extent to which you had already begun to identify differing points of view relating to your topic.  Only where these exist can an argument be presented; in other words, your topic needs to have some controversial aspects to it.  You need to be sensitive to this as you write your papers this quarter.  Some proposals simply “told a story” about a topic.  That will not do.
Surveys and Interviews:
Several of you indicated that you plan to conduct a survey or interview others: professionals with expertise, your colleagues, or individuals with whom you have made contact during your internship.  These are excellent research tools and, if conducted successfully, will significantly enhance your paper.  However, they will take time to conduct; so, if you have not already planned them out and started work on them, I recommend that you take action immediately.

Some Common Errors:

· Learn the difference between “affect and “effect” and “principle and principal.”  There were many instances of misuse!

· Avoid excessive use and/or incorrect expression of initialisms and acronyms. Don’t assume your reader will know to what they relate unless you write out the full phrase when you first present the letter grouping.
· Also avoid the use of “fluff” modifiers such as “very,” “highly,” “greatly,” etc. They add little meaning.

· Capitalize the word Internet.  It is a proper noun.  There is only one of them.
· Check on placement of punctuation where parenthetical citations are used.
· Avoid repetition.  Many proposals told me the same thing several times!
· Follow the usual capitalization rules in all headings.  Look them up in a reference manual if you are unsure about them.
· Avoid the use of the word like when you really mean “as though.”  Like means “the same as”; as though means “similar to,” or “such as.”

· Italicize titles of major publications (books, magazines, newspapers, journals, etc.).  Present titles of articles, essays, reports, etc. within major publications in quotation marks.

· Proof read!  Several reports had obviously either not been proof read at all, or the proof reading was done very cursorily.

· Be proud of your writing!  Present as professional a discussion as you can, so take the time to review, revise, and edit!  If you have several markings relating to your writing, that is a clue that you need to think about issues we worked on in Acctg 527 fall quarter.
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