
	H A&S 397 B:  Berlin Viewpoints: Assimilation and Aspiration in Art 

Thursdays – 3:30-6:20, 3credits, Hutchinson Hall 154 
Spring 2008: April 3-June 12

Shanga Parker 
School of Drama 
shangap@u.washington.edu
Office: 215 Hutchinson Hall
tel: (206) 543-4220
Office Hours: by appointment
Julie Villegas
Honors Program 
villegas@u.washington.edu
Office: 211 Mary Gates Hall
tel: (206) 543-7172 
Office Hours: by appointment
Course Blog:  http://honorsinberlin2008.blogspot.com/


	This preparation seminar is required of all students enrolled in the Honors Berlin Program, Summer 2008.  There will be collaboration from several UW departments with guests sharing their knowledge on topics relevant to the Berlin Program. Students will also be introduced to the theatre-creation method of Viewpoints training and begin working within small groups. 

The seminar will provide background to begin exploring city as text--city as art--city as performance. We will provide an interdisciplinary introduction to German culture, history and politics, arts, and urban development.  Similar to the summer component, the spring seminar will be comprised of classroom instruction, theatre, dance and possibly music performances, city walks, and excursions that will inform the final project proposals. The interdisciplinary aspect of the participants, of the syllabi, and the guests contribute to a rich dynamic learning environment. 

Germanics Professor Heidi Tilghman (tilghman@u.washington.edu) will lead the weekly language and cultural sensitivity component. This companion will focus on an introduction to German language and culture, with the goal of making you comfortable in Berlin—and making Berliners comfortable with you.  
Course Format:

Students will learn about the city of Berlin as an object of study and will choose research groups (approximately 4-5 students per group), decide on the focus of their research projects, and create a proposal which they will then use as a guide during their time in Berlin. 

The 4-5 student research groups are divided into the following topics: Immigration/Migration; Internal Security; Monuments and Memorials; Youth Culture; and Arts. Through collaboration within the groups and with instructors, specific topics will emerge under these headings. Each group member will have an opportunity to focus within the topic, but groups must decide on specific topics of study, i.e. immigration/migration group might decide to focus on Turkish immigration to Berlin, each group member will then choose particular topics relevant to the larger topic, i.e. Turkish Art; market places; health care services, etc. We will be providing more guidelines during the seminar. Student groups will regularly report on preliminary research and will work together, collaboratively, both in Seattle and in Berlin. 


In addition, we will be reflexive about how we collect data, the methods we use, and how our assumptions about reality influence research/project designs. International research is an interesting way to do this because many of our assumptions, particularly the unconscious ones, are put into relief as a result of being outside of our cultural context. 

Course Goals: 

· Identify key social issues in Berlin  

· Guide students in the development of research/project topics 

· Introduce students to Viewpoints method

· Teach a variety of methods that can be used in Berlin research 

· Develop team process 

· German basics

Student Objectives: 

· Examine contemporary social and cultural issues in the urban context of Berlin 

· Discover your research/project topic and develop research questions 

· Prepare project proposals appropriate for field research in Berlin 

· Learn to work collaboratively and successfully in small groups 

· Understand how an interdisciplinary approach has contributed to your projects

· Learn survival German (basic phrases and linguistic nuisances)

· Perform research materials in a dramatic context

Required Reading (available at University Bookstore): 

1. Bogart, Anne and Landau, Tina.  The Viewpoints Book. 
2. Ladd, Brian, The Ghosts of Berlin: Confronting German History in the Urban Landscape. 

3. TimeOut Berlin

4. Research 101 Tutorial: http://lib.washington.edu/uwill/research101/ 

There may be additional readings as needed. 

Optional Reading: 
Anonymous. A Woman in Berlin: eight weeks in a conquered city
Jelavich, Peter. Berlin Cabaret. 

Taylor, Ronald. Berlin and Its Culture: A historical portrait. 

Finlay, Frank and Taberner, Stuart. Recasting German Identity: culture, politics, and literature in the Berlin Republic.

Hannerz - culture in cities


 HYPERLINK "http://staff.washington.edu/clifford/teaching/amsterdam/lynch_walkaroundblock.pdf" Lynch -  A Walk Around the Block
 

Attendance and Preparation:  

Your attendance is critical to your success in this program and the success of your colleagues. Any absences should be excused beforehand.  You are expected to complete all assignments prior to class on the assigned date. This includes all readings, assigned writings, blog postings, and group presentations. Additionally, there will be a minimum of two “check-in” meetings with the instructors during spring quarter. 

General Class Etiquette: 

The environment of the class will be collegial and relaxed. It should also be a safe place for intellectual risk-taking, of dignity, and respect.  Therefore, you are expected to observe the following: arrive on time, be prepared to participate by having completed all assignments, and not leave sessions early unless previously arranged. Finally, be respectful of those who may have differing views, whether class participants or visiting faculty and students. We expect all participants to critique and dialogue from a variety of viewpoints that will enrich a thoughtful and open discussion.  Academic inquiry invites us to examine differing viewpoints in an environment of openness and mutual respect. Due to the collaborative nature of the work, one’s absence or tardiness affects the entire group. 

Method of Evaluation: 

This course has no final exam. Students are graded based on the following components: 

· Class participation in-class discussion and individual blog postings (1/3) 

· Composition Assignments (1/3) 

· Submission of group research/project proposal (1/3) 

Course Blog: You will keep an individual blog linked to the course blog where you will post assignments, share research findings, and collect resources useful to your developing research project.  You will continue to use your personal blog and reference the course blog during your time in Berlin. 

Blog Assignments:  The blogs will facilitate our learning process in two ways; 1) as a medium to post reactions about the reading assignments and 2) as a medium to post reflections on the composition assignments. All blog posts are due before class on the day they are discussed.

The reading reactions are meant to provide an opportunity to discuss one or all of the readings assigned for that day. The composition blog posts are coordinated with the group research assignments. Each student will use their blog to reflect on the assignments and to archive information they are gathering for their projects in Berlin.

Viewpoints Methods (group) Assignments:  The Viewpoints methods assignments (compositions) are designed to enable groups to practice using one piece of group writing.  “Composition is the act of writing as a group, in time and space, using the language of the theater. Participants create short pieces for the stage by putting together raw material into form that is repeatable, theatrical, communicative and dramatic. The process of creating Compositions is by nature collaborative: within a short amount of time, participants arrive at solutions to certain delineated tasks. Those solutions, arranged and performed as a piece, are what constitute a Composition” (Viewpoints, 137). 

*There will be approximately 3 composition assignments during the quarter. 

Final Research Proposal and Presentation:  At the end of the quarter, you will have crafted a group research proposal for the Berlin Study Abroad component of the program.  The final draft of your proposal should be clear, concise and, while not carved in stone, show evidence of both significant introspection and research.  The final project proposal should be between 5-7 pages per group.  Proposal guidelines will be made available on the course blog.  

Excursions:  We will be attending two performances during the quarter. Tickets provided by the Honors Program: 
1. PNB’s production of a MidSummer Nights Dream, Friday, April 11 at 7:30 (we will meet at PNM at 7:00 p.m. sharp!)  PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!
http://www.pnb.org/season/msnd.html
2. "Fair Play" during the weeks of April 27-May 11 (see this on your own) .

Tickets and Info: (206) 543-4880, $8-$15

http://depts.washington.edu/edu/uwdrama
In addition, there will be optional excursions to museums, galleries, and performances. 


Course Schedule: (In the event of a schedule change, students will be notified in class and via the class listserv.)



revised: March 25, 2008 

	Week 1:

April 3

3:30-4:30

- Introduction to Composition exercise
- Discuss readings: Viewpoints, pp.137-199

4:30-5:30

Guest Speaker: Heidi Tilghman, Germanics, “An Introduction to Berlin’s Urban Landscapes” 

5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour 

Week 2:



April 10

3:30-4:30

- Topic: Basics of research – ideas, evidence, and research questions. Discuss larger themes. 

-4:30-5:30

Guest Speaker: Phil Shekleton, EU Center for Excellence

Topic: “Berlin as Palimpsest”

5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour

-Readings: Ghosts of Berlin, Chapters 1-2, and Rethinking thinking (link or handout) 
- Blog post: reaction to composition exercise 
PNB Excursion—April 11, 7:30pm 


Week 3:

April 17

-Topic: City as Text
-Guest Speaker: Sabine Lang, International Studies, “Introduction to Research Topics. Where to go in Berlin”
5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour

- Reading assignment: 

Ghosts of Berlin, Chapters 2-4 and Research 101
2) optional: TBA
- Blog post: reaction to Rethinking Thinking reading
Week 4



April 24

- Topic: Research topics and research questions –research field sites

Speed Dating exercise. Choose groups. No Guest speaker

Perform Compositions (#1). Get Specific. 

5:00ish-6:20—FILM: GHOSTS OF BERLIN
- Reading: Viewpoints: pp.  TBA and discuss “Rethinking Thinking” article (in your new groups)
- Blog post: identify preferred topic, top two- three choices plus specific interest of study (from list provided)   No HEIDI TODAY


Week 5:

May 1

Guest speaker: 

1.Ran Hennes, History, “historical context – history of Berlin/Germany”

2. Eva-Maria Ziege, International Studies DAAD Visiting Professor

5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour) memorize numbers!

- Reading assignment: 

1) Ghosts of Berlin, Chapters 4-6

2) Review research proposal guidelines

3) optional: Time Out Berlin –getting ready for Berlin!

- Pull together groups and decide on projects

Week 6:



May 8

Shanga out today

Focus on the Arts today (Turkish influence; youth and arts; what is happening in Berlin today)
--Guest Speaker: Gabi Eichmanns, Germanics “German Art and Literature in the Homeland” 
--5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour
Reading assignment: watch film “Head-On” and read short story (per guest speaker Handout provided on May 1) . Check out from Julie or rent at video store 

Blog post: reaction to movie and reading (and pull out specific themes/topics)
Set up Group Meetings. Hand out sign up sheet? Or sign up for meetings via email (each group to meet with instructors for check in)



Week 7:

May 15

Composition Exercise for May 22—handout out assignment

-Guest Speaker: Sam Lim, Honors student and participant in Berlin Exploration Seminar 2007

Discuss projects—Urban Studies assignment?

FILM TODAY: The Lives of Others or Ghosts of Berlin
No Language/Culture Hour today

Reading assignment: critique of film (article) and TBA

Blog post: preliminary research on your topic. What is your process and progress. What have you found out so far?  
Week 8:



May 22

TO BE CONFIRMED
In-Class Composition #2

Compositions based on your group projects

Discussion

2nd hour:

- Topic: ethical boundaries in research – human subjects intro
Guest speaker: Tanya Matthews, UW Human Subjects IRB
5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour

- Reading assignment: 

 1) TBA 
- Blog post: Reaction to last week’s discussion
Week 9:

May 29
Julie Out today

- Topic: Reading the City Again

Guest Speaker: TBA

In class -- work on proposals and schedules (research schedules for Berlin) 

Discuss projects

5:30-6:20--Heidi Tilghman, Language/Culture Hour
- Reading assignment (tentative)

1) Lynch - A Walk Around the Block
2) Zeisel - Inquiry by Design
3) optional: Jacobs - Looking at Cities, part 1 and part 2 

-Assignment : urban observations
- Blog post: reaction to composition
Week 10

June 5              

3:30 Composition Exercise #3 (w/German language component).

Research proposals presentations today—group presentation/discussion with composition
4:30-6:20-- Fun and Pizza (travel talk)

***********

June 12—Research Proposals Due Midnight deadline, post on your blog
***********

Possible July or August gathering (not mandatory). Communications via blogs and emails before departure to Berlin. 


	

	


