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	“Where there is an open mind, there will always be a frontier.”  Charles Kettering 1876-1958

What compels us to travel? Some look for adventure, for insights and inspiration. Others travel out of necessity, to provide for their families or to escape from persecution. When we travel we become strangers in a strange land and we go to find our place in the world. In this seminar we will explore questions of travel and identity, border crossing --both literally and figuratively-- and consider that in one sense, we are all "travelers" already, making passage between birth and death; in another, more mundane, sense, we contribute to one of the largest industries in the world: tourism. We will pursue these and other questions through travel literature, exploring the lure of travel and the mind of the traveler throughout history.

Course Format:
Reading, Discussion, and short writing assignments. Blog postings and a final presentation/project. 

Required Reading: 
Selections from the The Norton Book of Travel Paul Fussell (copies provided by instructors)
Selections from The Devils Highway, Luis Alberto Urrea (copies available at the bookstore)
Additional readings as needed (provided by instructors) 

Optional Reading: 
The Best Travel Writing 2008: True Stories From Around the World James O’Reilly
The Best Women's Travel Writing 2008: True Stories from Around the World (Travelers' Tales)" Lucy McCauley

Attendance and Preparation:  
Any absences should be excused beforehand.  You are expected to complete all assignments prior to class on the assigned date. This includes all readings, assigned writings, blog postings, and group presentations. 

Method of Evaluation: 
This course has no final exam. Students are graded based on the following components: 
· Class participation (in-class discussion) and individual blog postings (1/3) 
· Short writing assignments/travel logs (1/3) 
· Final group presentations (1/3) 

Course Blog: You will keep an individual blog linked to the course blog where you will post assignments, share your reflections on the reading and your personal travel observations/reflections.


Course Schedule: (In the event of a schedule change, students will be notified in class and via the class listserv.)
[bookmark: schedule]

		Week 1:
	Come prepared to discuss the readings below

	January 7

	- Topic: Defining Travel. Motivation for Travel. 
- Reading assignment: 1) Intro to Norton; 2) Herodotus; 3) Marco Polo
Assignment for next week: be an observer/reporter. Find a place to observe as a traveler and see it for the “first time”. Write up your “travel log” and post on your “travel blog”. (1-2 pages). Be ready to discuss. 

	Week 2:
	

	January 14

	- Topic: The Beginnings to the Grand Tour
Traveler’s Tales: suspect and reality. 
- Reading assignment: Castillo/Mandeville (pilgrims): Part II intro; Montagu, Boswell, Johnson.  

	Week 3:
	

	January 21
(Performance)
	- Topic: The “Bourgeois Age” – 
- Reading assignment:  Part III Intro and Trollope, Dickens, Twain, Whitman

	Week 4
	

	January 28
	- Topic: Tourists and Empire (rise and fall)
- Reading assignments: Intro Section IV and Kinglake, James, Waugh, Stark, Newby, Fermor

	Week 5:
	

	February 4
	Post Tourism and Ecotourism
Reading: Intro to Section V. Other Readings TBA.

	Week 6:
	

	February 11
	- Topic: Border Crossings
-Guest Speaker: Jason De Leon, Cultural Anthropology
- Reading assignment: The Devil’s Highway (chapter 1)
“Why” Dustin w. Leavitt from THE BEST TRAVEL LIT
The Devil’s Highway (chapter2) 
- Writing Assignment: return to the place you visited the first week of the quarter.  Observe and record. Write “travel log”. 
Choose topics for final paper/presentation

	Week 7:
	

	February 18
	Topic: Imagined Communities: Topic:  rethinking the “homeland” Rethinking the journey inward/outward 
Reading: TBA

	Weeks 8 & 9:
	

	February 25 & March 4
	Final Presentations 



Final Class: March 11-- Discussion and wrap up. - Tourism: then, now, and future trends



