Ethical Conduct of Research & Study Design 
From research topic to research question to research plan
Tanya Matthews

EXAMPLE 1
Research Topic:  Linguistic integration in Berlin.
Research Question:  Do Turkish teenagers who moved to Germany when they were under 5 years old speak both German and Turkish now, or do they only speak German? 
Research Plan:
	Population & Procedure
	(Recruitment 
	(Consent
	(Instruments
	Data & Confidentiality
	Ethical Issues

	Interviews with mothers from Turkey
	Through community organizations for women

Face-to-face
	Oral consent script
	Interview questions
	Handwritten notes

No real names


	Invasion of privacy

Is it voluntary?

Are they fully informed about the study? 

	Interviews with teens who immigrated from Turkey
	Through schools, community organizations, in hang out spots

Face-to-face
	Oral consent script

And possibly parental permission as well
	Interview questions
	Handwritten notes

No real names
	Invasion of privacy

Is it voluntary?

Are young people fully informed about the study?

Do parents need to give consent for their child to participate?

	Paper and pencil or on-line Survey for school teachers
	Through schools

Face-to-face
	A statement at the top of the survey
	The survey
	 No real names

Some demographic variables


	Invasion of privacy

Is it voluntary?

Does the consent statement full inform them about the study?

	Review academic articles, government publications, and newspapers
	X
	X
	X
	What sort of things from the articles will constitute data for the study?
	X


EXAMPLE 2
Research Topic:  Gay culture in Berlin
Research Question:  Who participates in drag in Berlin?  

Research Plan:

	Population & Procedure
	Recruitment
Where & How 
	(Consent
	(Instruments
	Data & Confidentiality
	Ethical Issues

	Interviews with drag artists
	At clubs

Face-to face
	Oral consent script
	Interview questions
	Handwritten notes

Use stage names, but not real names


	Invasion of privacy

Is it voluntary?

Are they fully informed about the study? 

	Survey
	At night clubs or other locations that drag is performed, at LGBT support centers, on-line
Face-to-face or by e-mail
	A statement at the top of the survey
	The survey
	No names
Some demographic questions
	Invasion of privacy

Is it voluntary?

Does the consent statement full inform them about the study?
If it is done on-line can it really anonymous? 

Can people under 18 take it? 

	Review of newspaper and magazine articles.
	X
	X
	X
	What sort of things from the articles will constitute data for the study?
	X
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