Building Websites in Dreamweaver

Letting the program do the work
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Getting Started:
Let Dreamweaver keep you organized

In the Assets menu, click “Site”, then “New

PR
Slte Site Definition for Name of your site
Click the “advanced” tab and fill in the [Basic | Advanced |
menu : Categom Local Info
Local Info

» Name your site e e Site Name: [Name of your ste |
» Specify a folder where you will store files on Decin Hoes Losal Root Folder: [ where your s wil be sored =

your Iocal Computer. Eillt:\w:tﬁ IE;TS;;S [#] refresh Local File Lisk Automatically

Contribute
Drefault Images Folder: |Separate folder for Images | =

» Pick an image folder within your local root

folder- HTTF Address: |http:.n’a’ynur.webaddress.com |

Thiz address enables the Link Checker ta

» Spell out your web address, naming as many CEERTT Iolieie & 3en o

folders as needed to get to the site you are '

k' Cache: [¥]Enable Cache
wor Ing on. The cache maintains file and asset
“ 99 information in the site. Thiz zpeeds up the
4 CheCk Enable CaChe .fi\ssetptanel,IiLkm;nagemenl?,andslﬁethdap
eatures.
» Click“Ok”
This will set up the Files menu and allow
Dreamweaver to keep your links working
correctly, even if you move and/or rename
files
You can set up remote access as well, but it
is hard from UW computers.
0K H Cancel ” Help




I. Make sure you have selected right folder Creating an HTML
in the Assets menu . page with CSS

2. Create an‘index’ htmlfile and a cssfile. | p, . veaver integrates
File > New > Basic Page > HTML then : css with HTML coding so

repeat for > CSS ! you can do both at the
. same time without

3. Open the HTML page then,in the CSS

+ switching back and forth.
menu, click ‘Attach Style Sheet’ & & |

Moreover, it will write the

4. Follow the prompt by browsing for the | code for you.
CSS page you just made. DW should
. i Itis a good idea, then, to set
add the line of code to your HTML " up the HTML and CSS at
document. i the same time.

5. Now you are ready to add content and
set styles |



Let the Dreamweaver do it

There are a lot of ways to enter code. Of course there is just
straight writing it out, there is also the ever-dangerous
WYSIWYG. However, Dreamweaver offers a bunch of tools to
do the coding for you without mucking things up by trying to
render graphics as code.

This is especially great if you are just learning to code because
you won’t have to remember all the tags, the specific attributes
for each, or the idiosyncrasies of composition. Plus, many of
the tag generators include explanations of their use!

Most are fairly explanatory and need you only to follow a
prompts.

Here are a few:



ETug Chooser

= @ Markup Language Tags
B[ HTML tags

‘B2 Page Composition
‘e Page Elements
-Bre Formatting and Layout
mE Lists
‘B8 Forms
‘B8 Tables
-B8  Scripting
[ CFML tags
[+ ASP.MET tags
- 5P tags
[+ JRun custom library
o ASP tags
- PHP tags
[l WML tags

= Tag Info vy

address

basefont
bdo

big
blockquote
br

cite

code

del

dfn

div

em

font

h1

h2

h3

h4

h5

h&

i
ins

kbd
multicol
P

pre

and operating systems.

Example

<H1>The Sclar System</Hl>

<H2>The Sun</H2>

<H1>, <H2>, <HZ>, <H4>, <HS>, <HG>
<H1». . .</H1», <H2>...</HZ», <H3>...</H3> <H&>.. < H4>, <HS>. . </HS>, <HE>_ _ </HE>
HTML defines a series of six heading levels with associated numbers that are intended to signify the relative importance of the section below the
heading. The ki element represents the most important, whereas hé represents the least important. HTML document parsers can examine a
page's tags to create a table of contents based on the headings. This means that for proper document structure, these heading levels should be
used in sequence, without skipping levels for aesthetic purposes.

You can always override the browser's rendering style for any heading level or individual heading with style sheet rules.

«<P>Floating gracefully within the Milky Way galaxy is our Sclar System.

NN zll IE all HTML zll
HTML End Tag: Required

It is up to the browsers to determine the default font. weight, and other characteristics of each level. Each heading element is rendered on its own
line, with no line break or paragraph elements necessary to begin the content of the section titled with the heading. Figure 2-3 shows examples
of how Netscape 6 and Internet Explorer 6 renders all six heading levels in Windows. By and large, this pattern applies to other browser versions

Insert

J [

Close

Tag Chooser:

This handy tool will let you
pick tags from a list and
explain what they do and how
they are perceived by the

coding community!

I. Right click in the Code view
2. Select “Insert Tag”

3.  Browse the list to find the tag
you want. Tags are divided up
by type.

4. Clicking once on a tag will
bring up a description, an
example of how to code with
it, recommendation for its use.

5. Double-click to bring up the
Tag Editor, which allows you
to set Class and ID info for
easy styling

6.  Once the tag you want is
highlighted, click “insert” and
the code will appear where the
cursor is in the Code Viewer

7. The Tag Chooser will stay
open until you close it,
allowing you to keep adding
tags



Table

i ¥ Insert oman|uwnm| Forms | Text HTmL  Applicotion | Flosh elements | Fovorites

vE &

FED-4-BDQB-&

| Table
Table size
Rows: | 10 Columns: | 2
Table width: | 300 HMHHIIHI
Border thickness: | 1 pixels
Cell padding: | 5
Cell spacing: | 0
Header
===l gEE DEE= RS
| ===y | == | == | ==
None Left Top Both
Accessibility
Caption:
Align caption:
Summary':
OK ][ Cancel

<body>

<table width="300" border="1" cellspacing="0"

<tr>
<th scope="row">&nbsp;:</th>
<td>fnbsp </ td>

</tr>

<tr>
<th scope="row">&nbsp;:</th>
<td>fnbsp </ td>

</tr>

<try

<th scope="row">&nbsp:</th>

cellpadding="5">

Insert Bar

For some, generally ones
that involve more tag, it is
best to go through the
Insert Bar.

Clicking on the Table icon,
for example, brings up this
dialogue box, which helps
you set all the values and
then spits out the tag
framework for entering
your content.

Simply replace &nbsp;
(which how to render space

in HMTL) with whatever
you want in the cells.



Most complex, least complex

» EditTag

4

Right-click on the text of any tag, then select

“Edit Tag” from the menu.

You will get a Tag Editor menu, which provides
form entries for every possible attribute for
the element you selected. They do not have to

be all filled in.

While this can be overwhelming, it gives you
the greatest amount of control and you won'’t
have to remember what attributes go with

which elements.

Tag Editor - img

General
Dynamic

Language
Events

Style SheetfAccessibility

img - General

Source: |

| [ Browse... ]

Alternate text: |

Mame: | |

width: [ | Height:| |
Horizontal space: |:|
Vertical space: I:I
Border: I:I

Alignment: | M

Usemap: |

Low source: |

| [Browse... ]£4+1+

I Taginfo

] [ Cancel

Dragging files into Code |

view

» You can use the Tag
Chooser or Insert bar
to add links, images,
videos, etc. But you can
also click and drag items
from the Files and

Assets menus into the
CodeView field.

» This allows you to code
relative links and insert
images really quickly.

» It will prompt you to set
some attributes but then
it will write the code for
you.

» These options involves
the least amount of
effort to get elements
into your page; just click
and drag.

Images: () Site () Favorites [

]

vy 2

o (]

Name | Dimer[i]
[ 3birdbook.gif 512w

[ arrow_45x45.pg 45% _

bbeopy.ipg 22 T
[# bbmark.jpg 22%

[Ey bbpaste.jpg 0%
[ catalyst_edit_icon... 22x
catalyst_welcome....  400x
[ CICbkow.gif 30x:
[B CollageBigger.jpg 141x
[B CollageBigger_f2.jpg  141x
[# CollageBigger_f3.jpg  141x
[B comanchor.jpg 33x
[y comimage.jpg 3T
comline.jpg 38x
[ cominkjpg 30x%
@ commaonspaceBar.jpg 534
@ COmmonspacesae, .., 710x
comnew.jpag 37
[# comopen.ipg 41x
B composerbarl.jpg 535

[B comprint.jpg 39|
[i] 1 | [i]

Insert C [ +i




Adding Styles

» A big benefit of using Dreamweaver is that you
can add styles without switching between
programs or files.

»  This is done in the CSS menu, which is divided

into two parts

» On topis a list of the elements defined in the
attached CSS page

» On the bottom is a list of the properties
currently modified _

»  To modify styles for a tag in the HTML page you o Fop

are working on: -------- #eft, #basic, £prog, Zlinks

»  Click ‘Add New Rule’ 4 o Heft

» Select how general or specific you want your - Flefth3
rule to be, Class (any tag), Tag (all instances of the L it
element you name), or Advance (IDs or a specific o SEsUbmENU M
occurrence of a tag) : :

» Enter the tag in question in the “Selector” field ilﬂ] [l]
and click ‘OK’ Properties for "#title"

»  DW will now offer the opportunity to set all background transparent
characteristics that apply. Enter data where you margin Opx
find it necessary and Click Ok padding Opx

» DW will then enter the code into the attached text-align right
CSS page and it will appear in the CSS Menu z-ndex 100

Add Property
2= Agd[*sd| & £ #




Coping with Cascading

Because rules apply in a cascading —
fashion, sometimes not all the styles e
for a specific element will be set by |-I|@|_
attributes of earlier elements. Summary for Selection |
font 1em/1 Verdana, Arial, ...
DW will help you see how that aurser default
cascading falls with the CSS menu. lne height o
» Click on an element in the CSS Menu color =
text-transform none
» Select“current” rather than “All” to see font-size 2.8em
only the styles that apply to the ma;gi” ;'F"H
. . paading px
highlighted element background e
» DW will show all the properties
modified across the style sheet for this Rules e [
element #title <div> &
. . . address, blockqu... <hlx -
» Highlight one of the properties and h1, h2, h3 <h1> -
DW will show all the“instanses that Properties for “#titler
modify this element (“Rules”) as well as backeround fransparent
offer you a chance to change the rules margin Opx
11 . ¢« pagding px
(“Properties for... *) o st
zmdex 100
Add Property
3= Azf[++4| @+ J T




Finally...

Once you have finished writing your web pages and
adding styles, you will still need to publish it to the web.

The steps for this are the same as with other composers.
» Make sure your web capabilities are activated
» Connect to your web space via the SSH File Transfer

» Move all the folders and files you just made to your
“student_html” folder.

» You are all done!

What we saw today are just some of Dreamweaver's
functionality.VWe seen, however, its basic set up, which
should allow you to play around with other menus and
utilities. Explore and see what other time savers it can
offer.



