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DO-IT

Goal: Increase success of 

students with disabilities in 

academic programs & careers 

using technology as an 

empowering tool.



Goal: Equal Access
Everyone who qualifies for services:

• feels welcome & 

•  can participate comfortably & efficiently.



Access Challenges
Differences to consider: 

• Physical

• Sensory

• Cognitive/learning 

• Attention

• Communication

• Socioeconomic, race, culture, gender



Legal    Access

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973

• The Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA)



Approaches to Access

• Accommodations

• Universal Design



Accommodation

Alternate format, service, adjustment, 
&/or technology for a specific teacher, 
student, parent, employee, visitor, etc.



Universal Design
“the design of products and 
environments to be usable by all 
people, to the greatest extent 
possible, without the need for 
adaptation or specialized design.”

-The Center for Universal Design: design.ncsu.edu/cud



Universal Design
• “Traditional” Design

• Barrier-Free Design

• Accessible Design

• Usable Design



Universal Design

minimizes

the need for 

accommodations.



Universal Design and The Web:
Design for people who…
• use audible interfaces

• are unable to hear the audio

• use an input device other than a mouse

• can not perceive differences in color

• have difficulty reading

• have difficulty attending

• are technologically limited





UD Checklists
• advising

• career services

• financial aid

• housing

• residential life

• instruction

• libraries

• admission

• registration

• student orgs.

• student services

• tutoring centers

• computing depts.

• computer labs

• distance learning



We Need:
• Universal design (proactive) 

& 

• Accommodations (reactive)

• Policies & procedures address both



UD Approach
• High value on diversity & inclusion

• Strives to make products & 
environments welcoming, accessible, & 
usable by everyone

• Use a process w/ goal & strategies

• Can be implemented incrementally





























Who do these 
Universal Design 

examples apply to…



Example of UD

Classes:
Notes available online.

Captioned video online with search 
ability.



Example of UD
Museum:

Visitor can read or listen to the 
contents.



Example of UD
Publications/Websites:

Pictures with diverse 
characteristics with respect to 
race, gender, age, & disability. 



Example of UD
Dormitory:

An emergency alarm system with 
visual, aural, & kinesthetic 
characteristics.



Example of UD
Software:

Would you really like to delete 
that?



Example of UD
Science lab:

Adjustable table & flexible work 
area that is usable by students 
who are right- or left-handed & 
have a wide range of physical 
abilities.



Universal Design
• equitable use 

• flexible in use 

• simple and intuitive

• perceptible information

• tolerance for error

• low physical effort

• size and space for approach and use



DO-IT
washington.edu/doit

This session
http://staff.washington.edu/tft/talks/csun2009/ud.html

The Center for Universal Design in Education
washington.edu/doit/CUDE

Resources



How was 
this session 
Universally 
Designed?
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