December 10, 1997

Precedence Errors Online and on the World Wide Web


One way to categorize online searching environments is by present of back reference to a previously completed set:


Examples: (1) No back reference permitted - searching Nexus



      (2) Limited back reference permitted - WLN can make reference to last set.



      (3) Extensive back referencing - Dialog, Data-Star and EPIC.


Another way to categorize search environments is by the presence of boolean and positional operators.


Third way to categorize search environments is by the presence of hierarchy of levels of text.


Presence of all three makes a sophisticated searching environment.


