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PEDIATRICS 
 

Required Clerkships 
 

Department website:  http://depts.washington.edu/peds/students/ 
 
PEDS P- Pediatric General Clerkship( *, max 24)  
Offered: 6 weeks full-time.    
Prerequisite:  Completion of HuBio series.  Third- and fourth-year medical students. 
Faculty Contact:    F. Curt Bennett, MD 
Administrative Contact: Site specific (see below) 
 
Goal of the Clerkship: Provide an overview of common issues of health and illness relevant to the care 
of children.  
 
Learning Objectives:  
During the course of the pediatric clerkship, students will: 
 

1. Identify key features of the diagnosis and management of essential pediatric disease 
conditions or processes through required readings and patient encounters.  

 
Curriculum:  Students will participant in a series of encounters with patients who have essential 
pediatric diseases, conditions or processes by caring for patients during their inpatient and 
outpatient activities.  The specific conditions are found on the patient encounter checklist to be 
completed by each student.  The list of conditions is derived from the national pediatric curriculum 
developed by the Council on Medical Student Education in Pediatrics (COMSEP; COMSEP 
Curriculum 2005).  The lists include both acute and chronic illness conditions and issues related 
to health care maintenance as seen in both the inpatient and outpatient setting. 
 
Benchmark: Students are required to document patient encounters for the conditions listed.  This 
list represents the minimum types of encounters to ensure a broad patient-based knowledge of 
pediatrics.  This objective will be ensured, regardless of site or season, by the required 
completion of 22 broad-based CLIPP (Computerized Learning in Pediatrics Project) cases. 
 
Evaluation:  Students will complete their patient encounter checklist as they progress through 
their clerkship.  They will be required to document each type of patient encounter and their level 
of participation.  Each student's progress will be reviewed during the third week of the clerkship.  
At that time, items that have not been completed will be assigned and students will submit 
documentation of completion of these items before they receive their final examination. 
 

2. Perform the essential and unique aspects of the pediatric physical examination.  
 
Curriculum:  The pediatric examination will be modeled and taught by residents and faculty 
preceptors in both inpatient and outpatient settings.  The necessary components of the 
examination are available to all students on the clerkship website. 
 
Benchmark:  The newborn examination and the young child (ages 2-10 years) examination will 
serve as the clerkship mini-CEX.   
 
Evaluation:  The student will demonstrate the two required examinations and be critiqued and 
evaluated on a standard form by residents or faculty. 
 

3. Compose at least three detailed patient "write-ups" including all necessary components 
described in curriculum materials. 
 
Curriculum:  The necessary components and database of a written pediatric case presentation 
are available to all students on the clerkship website. An example write up is also provided in the 
orientation materials. 
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Benchmark:  Over the course of the clerkship, the student will choose three of their patients to 
fully describe and discuss in standard written format.   
 
Evaluation:  The three "write-ups" will be critically edited by senior residents, faculty attendings 
or clerkship preceptors and reviewed with the student. 
 

4. Apply bioethical principles to analyze a pediatric bioethical issue.  
 
Curriculum:  Clerkship preceptors will formally discuss pediatric bioethical issues with all 
clerkship students.  Guidelines for pediatric ethics and professionalism are available to all 
students on the clerkship website. 
 
Benchmark:  Four specific pediatric bioethical cases will be available to all students.  One is fully 
discussed, written to serve as a model and is available on the clerkship website.  Students may 
apply the analysis approach taught in the ICM course or other methods of their choosing.  
 
Evaluation:  The student will discuss in writing one of the other three pediatric bioethical cases 
and submit it to the clerkship preceptor for evaluation by the midpoint (end of third week) of the 
clerkship.  
 

5. Research a topic in pediatrics and present an oral or written presentation on the material.  
 
Curriculum:  The student will be directed to identify over the course of the clerkship a pediatric 
case or topic which can be thoroughly investigated. They will apply the principles of critical 
information analysis thought in the basic science curriculum to information about the topic.   
 
Benchmark:  The student will develop their topic as either a written report or an oral 
presentation. 
 
Evaluation:  The clerkship preceptor will evaluate this objective by either reviewing the written 
product or attending the oral presentation and providing student feedback on the accuracy of the 
content and clarity of the presentation. 
 

6. Demonstrate professional conduct with patients, staff, teachers and other health care 
professionals as outlined in the professional behavior benchmarks for the clinical years.  
 
Curriculum: Students will observe and model professional behavior as described in the 
professionalism benchmarks for the clinical years (available on the pediatric website). Students 
will informally discuss issues of professional behavior with faculty, staff and colleagues 
throughout the rotation.  
 
Benchmark: The student will demonstrate professional behaviors as outlined in the UWSOM 
professionalism benchmarks for the clinical years.  
 
Evaluation: Student professional behavior will be evaluated using the standard UWSOM 
evaluation form. 

 
Schedule:  Site specific (see website) 
 
Conferences:  Site specific (see website) 
 
Presentations:  Site specific (see website) 
 
Readings/texts:  Blueprints in Pediatrics, 4th Edition; Core Curricular Cases (see website)     
  
Evaluation: (see website) 
Student:  Anonymous end of course feedback 
Faculty:  UW standard evaluation form; based on combination of clinical performance, completion of 
other assignments and final examination.  
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CLERKSHIP SITES 

 
Alaska 

 
PEDS 661 P-Pediatric General Clerkship, Anchorage (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  3 students per rotation. 
Location: Anchorage, AK 

Facility: 
Providence Alaska Medical Center-Children's Hospital at Providence. 
The Children's Clinic; The Anchorage Pediatric Group; La Touche 
Pediatrics 

Site Coordinator: Dr. Erin McArthur  
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: 
Housing is in a four bedroom graduate student University of Alaska 
apartment within walking distance of the hospital.  No pets.  Students 
may purchase a university sports center facility pass for a nominal fee.  
The apartment is adjacent to skiing and running trails.   

Transportation: A four-wheel drive Subaru is provided.   
The Anchorage pediatric clerkship is a mentor model clerkship.  Mornings are primarily an inpatient and 
didactic experience at the Children’s Hospital at Providence.  Afternoons are an ambulatory clinical 
experience in the mentor’s offices.  In addition, students will attend several subspecialty clinics, the 
Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center Pediatric Clinic, and follow patients in the NICU and PICU.  In 
the hospital part of the rotation there is a close working relationship with the Providence Hospital Family 
Practice Residents.  We generally have three third year students and commonly have fourth year 
students on pediatric subspecialty or family practice. 
 
The site coordinator is Dr. Erin McArthur assisted by Dr. Jody Butto and Dr. Bruce Chandler.  Housing, 
car and logistics of living on campus are coordinated by the Alaska WWAMI Biomedical program. 

 
Idaho 

 
PEDS 664 P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Pocatello, ID (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  2 students per rotation. 
Location: Pocatello, ID 
Facility: Pocatello Children & Adolescent Clinic; Porteuf Medical Center 
Site Coordinator: Dr. David Denton 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: Two 2-bedroom apartments near the hospital and clinic.  No pets.  The 
apartments are nearby the clinic and hospital.   

Transportation: A car is recommended.  Bikes are recommended in the summer, fall and 
spring months. 

Pocatello, Idaho is one of the two oldest pediatric WWAMI sites.  It is the only site that has continuously 
had both students and residents since its start in 1973.  The Pocatello Children’s Clinic is located in a 
newly built facility adjacent to Porteuf Medical Center. 
 
Students in Pocatello work with all 8 of the faculty members at Pocatello Children’s Clinic.  Students will 
divide their time between the hospital and the physician offices.  Faculty presents a series of lectures on 
pediatrics, and students will attend rounds, Journal Club and patient work-ups.  Students are on call 2 
nights per week, but call after midnight may be taken from home.  Hospital care is done at Portneuf 
Medical Center, which is the site of the Family Medicine residency in Pocatello. 
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PEDS 658 P-Pediatric General Clerkship - Boise (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  1 student per rotation. 
Location: Boise, ID 
Facility: St. Lukes Regional Medical Center 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Perry Brown 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: Two-bedroom apartment which may be shared with another student. 
Need advance notice for children, but families welcome. No pets. 

Transportation: A car is not necessary as the facility is close to housing, but is 
recommended so you can tour the area while you are here.  Bus system. 

The rotation would include morning hospital experience with the family medicine residency pediatrics 
team.  Each team covers newborn, NICU, pediatrics and PICU each day.  Diagnoses cared for are 
incredibly variable, providing thorough exposure to pediatric diagnosis and specialized cases.  Students 
are expected to on average 1 day a week take call with a resident, overnight sleeping rooms are available 
if needed. Afternoons will be spent in private general pediatricians’ or pediatric subspecialist offices, 
gaining experience in the provision of outpatient care.  There is an array of possibilities here, ranging from 
general practice to virtually every pediatric subspecialty. 

 
Montana 

 
PEDS 659 Pediatric General Clerkship -- Billings, MT (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment: 1 student per rotation. 
Location: Billings, MT 
Facility: Billings Clinic Pediatrics and Children’s Clinic 
Site Coordinator: Mary Helegson  , 406-651-6404 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: 
The Billings Track Office has a house with six bedrooms and two 
bathrooms that is available to students doing one to four clerkships in 
Billings. 

Transportation: Car required 
Billings Clinic campus consists of a 272-bed hospital that includes our 14-suite Family Birth Center and 
a 15-bed Transitional Care Unit as well as the Billings Clinic, the region's largest multi-specialty group 
practice.  

Children’s Clinic: Medical specialists see children from all over the western United States. The clinics 
are multi-disciplinary — patients see nurses, counselors, social workers, educators, physical therapists, 
nutritionists, respiratory therapists, a phlebotomist and a clinic coordinator. Providing all of these services 
under one roof assures that each child receives the best care possible.  

PEDS 666 P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Great Falls, MT (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  2-3 students per rotation. 
Location: Great Falls, MT 
Facility:   Great Falls Clinic; Benefis Healthcare 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Colleen Marron 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: 
There is one two-bedroom and one-bedroom apartment available (may 
be shared with a 4th year neurology student).  They are close to both the 
Clinic and the hospital.  No pets.  Shopping is close by. 
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Transportation: A car is not necessary, but is recommended so you can tour the area 
while you are here. 

Great Falls is one of the original Pediatric WWAMI sites.  The pediatric student site at the Great Falls 
Clinic serves north-central and northeastern Montana.  Fifteen faculty in general and specialty pediatrics 
work with the students at this site.  All students participate in developmental, pulmonology, neurology and 
ophthalmology clinics.  Other specialty clinic experiences are available but these clinics are held only 
intermittently.  The Clinic is adjacent to Benefis Healthcare, where students do all of their inpatient 
activities, which includes work in the newborn nursery, intensive care nursery, emergency room and on 
the pediatric floor.  The ICN work is done with a neonatologist.  The other inpatient experiences will be 
with one of the pediatricians or with our pediatric hospitalist.  Students are on call one night per week and 
this is taken from home. 
 
PEDS 657 P-Pediatric General Clerkship - Missoula (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  1 student per rotation. 
Location: Missoula, MT 
Facility: Community Medical Center 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Kathy Rogers 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: 
The apartment is three bedrooms and the house is two bedrooms.  Both 
are centrally located and on a bus route.  No pets or smoking are 
allowed.  Both homes are furnished, have a washer and dryer, linens, and 
kitchen utensils. Either a shared apartment or a shared house 

Transportation: 
For clerkship purposes, students can get by without a car.  There are 
things to see and do downtown and there is a city bus system.  Students 
who want to see sights outside of downtown will need a car. 

Community Medical Center is a 146 bed hospital, with 4 PICU beds and 8-12 pediatric ward beds.  
Admissions average approximately 6,000 each year, and with almost 100,000 outpatient physician visits 
annually.  Two thirds of patient services are provided to residents of Missoula County; 20% are Ravalli 
and Lake County residents, and 15% from elsewhere, including from neighboring states. 
 
The Pediatric Inpatient Service at CMC provides medical and surgical care for the children.  The students 
will encounter a wide array of diseases and severity of disease from gastroenteritis to respiratory failure.  
Our medical staff has representatives of many pediatric subspecialties including:  (locally) 
Anesthesiology, Cardiology, Neurosurgery, Plastic Surgery, Rehabilitation, Rheumatology, Surgery, and 
Urology; (regionally) Endocrinology, Genetics, Pulmonary, Neurology, and more.  Medical students will be 
involved in the direct care of the pediatric patients with the supervision of the pediatric hospitalist, on the 
Pediatric Unit, and pediatricians, in the clinics.  He/she is encouraged to assume responsibilities in 
independent evaluation, differential diagnosis, diagnostic studies, procedures, therapeutic decisions and 
discharge planning for each patient, while maintaining good communication with the supervising 
physician and primary care provider. 

 
Washington 

 
PEDS 667 P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Madigan (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSp  
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  2 students per rotation. 
Location: Tacoma, WA 
Facility: Madigan Army Medical Center 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Natalie Burman  
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: Housing for students is provided on site (hotel-style rooms).  No families.  
No pets. 

Transportation: Car required. 
Madigan Army Medical Center (MAMC) is located south of Tacoma, Washington.  It serves as the primary 
care site for Fort Lewis Army Base, and is the referral and specialty center for military personnel in the 
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Northwest and the Pacific Rim.  Madigan has a pediatric residency program as well as residencies in 
family medicine, obstetrics, and general internal medicine and numerous other subspecialties including 
developmental pediatrics.   
 
Twenty-five pediatric faculty provide both primary and specialty care.  The clerkship is designed to 
provide a comprehensive yet varied approach to the pediatric patient.  Conferences include daily morning 
report and CME lecture for the department, and noon lectures specifically tailored to medical students.  
Three weeks are in the outpatient setting, with one week dedicated to the approach to well child visits and 
two weeks primarily in the general pediatrics clinic but also with some exposure to specialty care including 
adolescent medicine.  Two weeks will be on the inpatient ward and one week on the newborn nursery.  
Call at Madigan is one night per week during inpatient weeks, which includes pediatric consultations in 
the Emergency Room in the evenings. 

 
PEDS 663: P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Mary Bridge (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  3 students per rotation. 
Location: Tacoma, WA 
Facility: Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital; Community Pediatric clinics 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Mary Fairchok 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 
Housing: Housing for students is provided.  No families.  No pets.  3-one-bedroom 

apartments (shared with other UW 3rd year clerkships). 
Transportation: A car is required. 
The pediatric clerkship at Mary Bridge Children's Health Center and Hospital, a children's hospital within 
Multicare Health System.  The rotation is divided into a four-week inpatient rotation, managed by the 
pediatric hospitalists and a two-week outpatient rotation divided between ED fast track, general and 
subspecialty pediatric clinics. This is a collaborative effort between 30 Tacoma pediatricians.  Students 
are encouraged to play a strong role in patient care. 
 
PEDS 665 P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Seattle, WA (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  10 students per rotation. 
Location: Seattle, WA 

Facility: Seattle Children’s, Odessa Brown Clinic; Harborview Clinic, Roosevelt 
Pediatric Care Center 

Site Coordinators: Dr. F. Curt Bennett and Dr. Sherilyn Smith 
Administrative Contact: Sara Griffin, sara.griffin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2008 
  
This clerkship is a general introductory inpatient and outpatient pediatric experience, with approximately 3 
weeks devoted to each setting.  The aim is to expose students to environments where children receive 
medical and health services.  The inpatient setting is Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center.  
The outpatient experience will occur at Harborview Medical Center, Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic, or 
Roosevelt Pediatric Care Center.  On call schedules will occur at both the inpatient and outpatient 
settings and will reflect the students’ team assignments.  The number of call nights during either inpatient 
or outpatient experiences averages 3-4 sessions. 
 
PEDS 668 P-Pediatric General Clerkship -- Spokane, WA (*, max. 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment:  2 students per rotation. 
Location: Spokane, WA 
Facility: Sacred Heart Medical Center, Deaconess Medical Center 
Site Coordinator: Dr. Robert Maixner 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 

Housing: Housing in Spokane consists of two bedroom/1½ bath apartments 
(shared with other UW 3rd year clerkships).  No families.  No pets.   
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Transportation: 
It is highly recommended that you have a car in Spokane. The 
apartments are 2.8 miles away from Sacred Heart.  Public transportation 
in Spokane is busses only. 

Spokane is located in northeastern Washington and is the largest city in the Inland Northwest.  The 
community has a population of over 400,000, and draws from a population of two million from the entire 
northeast part of Washington, the panhandle of Idaho and western Montana.  The Spokane pediatric 
WWAMI site is a collaborative effort of over 30 pediatricians in greater Spokane.  The clerkship is 
centered at Sacred Heart Medical Center but includes activities at Deaconess Medical Center and other 
local hospitals.  The rotation is divided into a 4-week inpatient and outpatient experience, with additional 
weeks on the PICU and NICU service.  On the inpatient service, pediatric students join the house staff 
team on the pediatric service at Sacred Heart Medical Center.  Outpatient experience occurs in 
pediatricians' offices as well as specialty clinics and conferences.  Little call is required.  During nights on 
call, students may sleep in the House Staff quarters at Sacred Heart Medical Center.  The Spokane 
pediatric clerkship is flexible in setting up additional clinical experiences for students with special 
interests.  
 
Activities:  Spokane has easily accessible skiing (downhill and cross country), mountain biking, fishing, 
climbing and hiking.  It has an extensive paved bike trail system.  A surprising variety of music and art 
venues are also found here. 

 
WYOMING 

 
PEDS 660 Pediatric General Clerkship -- Cheyenne, WY (*, max 24) 
Offered: AWSpS 
Prerequisite:  
Enrollment: 1 student per rotation. 
Location: Cheyenne, WY 
Facility: Cheyenne Children’s Clinic 
Site Coordinator: Dr. W. Joseph Horam 
Administrative Contact: Carla Salldin, carla.salldin@seattlechildrens.org, 206-987-2063 
Housing: One bedroom/1 bath apartment across the street from the hospital. 

Transportation: 
For clerkship purposes, students can get by without a car.  There are things 
to see and do downtown and there is a city bus system.  Students who 
want to see sights outside of downtown will need a car. 

 
As the only pediatric clinic in the area, more in-depth exposure to pediatric issues is available.  Each 
physician has his/her own style and special interest including care of the newborn, adolescent medicine, 
child behavior and development, school problems, care of the hospitalized patient, and handicapping and 
chronic conditions in childhood. Pediatric Cardiac and Rehabilitation specialists conduct clinics at 
Cheyenne Children’s Clinic four times a year each. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  


