McNamara

English 197 and 198
Peer critiques:

1. Each group should select someone who will be responsible for limiting the time of discussion for each draft. 

2. The group should next decide on the order in which it will discuss the drafts.

3. Taking turns, group members should offer their comments on the essay under discussion.


When you offer a critique of  an essay, you should give a full account of your responses to it. Remember, your purpose here is not only to offer your comments to the writer, but also to provide the basis for further discussion of his or her essay.

When you are the writer of the essay under discussion, you should take notes on the critique you are being given. Although you will receive later written critiques from each of your peer critics, you should take notes now in order to question your critics about their comments when they have finished.

When you are one of the other members of the group, you should listen carefully and take notes when necessary, in order to be able to point out and discuss fully differences of opinion that may arise. Be prepared to help the writer identify differences, clarify obscurities, etc. Such discussions are often the most useful to the writer.

4. The writer may respond only after all members of the group have offered their comments.

While this may be difficult, it’s worth it: this preserves the individual character of the responses, and helps the writer see more clearly the point of view from which they were made.

