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Six Criteria for Good Argument-Based Essays
Responsiveness: Do your argument and your essay as a whole respond to the terms of the assignment? Do you aim your language and ideas at an appropriate audience? Have you considered the needs of your reader, in terms of providing background information, signals, appropriate descriptions and definitions?

Argument: Is your argument (or claim, or thesis) clear, strong and persuasive? Does it make an interesting and specific contention? Is it more than a general topic, a statement of fact or a statement of intentions? Does your paper follow this argument throughout?

Organization: Is your paper organized around the development of your argument? Have you put paragraphs in an order that most strongly supports the development of your argument? Have you organized paragraphs and sentences so that they are logical, persuasive and clear?

Development: Do you present your argument in different contexts, enriching it with related and relevant ideas? Have you clearly and thoroughly explained your ideas, showing how they are relevant to your argument? Have you anticipated and responded to what a reader might say in disagreement with you? Does your writing, especially as you revise, demonstrate growth, imagination and complexity in your thinking? .

Evidence: Do you support your argument and related ideas with the best, strongest, most relevant evidence? Do you gather your evidence from a variety of sources, so that you appear to know the topic thoroughly? Have you made it clear how this evidence supports your argument?

Style: Does your language reflect you, but also speak to your audience? Have you checked your writing for problems in mechanics and grammar? Do you properly employ the correct format for the paper and for citation?
.

