English 197 Q 
Winter 2007
Assignment 2, Option 1: 
For this option, you will write an argument-based essay of 4 pages, in which you compare two pulpit reliefs of the Nativity, one by Nicola Pisano from the baptistery in Pisa, and one by his son, Giovanni Pisano, either the one from the Pisa Duomo or the one from Sant’ Andrea in Pistoia. 
Your thesis should make clear how the two images are alike and different, and why these similarities and differences are important, visually and in terms of their expressive content.

Assignment 2, Option 2: 

In his Lives, Vasari mentions two pulpits carved by Giovanni Pisano, one for the church of Sant’ Andrea in Pistoia and the other for the Pisa Duomo. Of the former, he says that Giovanni completed it “thinking (as was the truth, according to the knowledge of that age) that he had done a great and beautiful work.” Of the latter, Vasari is much more critical, lamenting that it was not “accompanied by good design,” and that it was “wanting in perfection and in excellence of invention, grace, and manner.”
For this option, you will write an argument-based essay of 4 pages in which, based on the Nativity reliefs from these two pulpits by Giovanni Pisano, you attempt to clarify the basis of Vasari’s judgment.
Reproductions of these reliefs are available for viewing on the class website, http://faculty.washington.edu/rmcnamar/arthistory.
Assignment Schedule
Feb 2

Assign: Gardner, pages 521-531. Note images in text. 


Assign: Vasari (handout)
Feb 5

Discuss images
Feb 7

Discussion of Vasari
Assign: Ames-Lewis
Feb 9

Discuss Ames-Lewis
Feb 12
Assignment 1.1 due. Peer review. Please bring 3 copies of your paper to class and email one copy to me at rmcnamar@u.washington.edu. 

Homework: Read peer papers, write critiques. Please bring 1 copies of your critique to class and email one copy to me at rmcnamar@u.washington.edu.
Feb 14 
Workshop peer papers. 
Assignment 1.2: due by email by 5 PM on the day before your conference: 
Feb 16

(Conferences.)
Feb 19
Assignment 1.3 due. Please bring 1 copy of your paper to class and email one copy to me at rmcnamar@u.washington.edu. 
