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Principles 

• Importance of Adherence to Standards: Adaptive and assistive technology need 
standards compliant input to work properly. 

• Content Has Structure: Good logical (semantic) structure aids in proper processing of 
the content, allowing logical, structured views of the content. 

• Attributes Enable Alternatives: Page element attributes provide alternative ways to get 
the content (alt, longdesc, etc.) and provide supplemental information (id, names, etc.). 

• Quality Content Is User Supportive: Technically correct content that does not meet the 
user's needs is an obstacle, not a solution. 

• Accessibility Takes in the Whole Site: A comprehensive approach to accessibility is 
necessary. Do it part way is not helpful 

 
Resources 

• Boiko, Bob, Content Management Bible, Hungry Minds Press 
• Musciano, Chuck, and Bill Kennedy, HTML & XHTML: The Definitive Guide, O'Reilly 

Press 
• Paciello, Michael, Web Accessibility for People With Disabilities, CMP Press 
• Rosenfeld, Louis, and Peter Morville, Information Architecture for the World Wide 

Web, O'Reilly Press 
• Zeldman, Jeffrey, Designing With Web Standards, New Riders Press 
 
• Creating Accessible Adobe PDF Files - Adobe 

   http://www.adobe.com/enterprise/accessibility/pdfs/acro6_pg_ue.pdf 
• IBM Accessibility Center 

   http://www-3.ibm.com/able/guidelines/web/accessweb.html 
• ECMA International: Standards@Internet Speed 

   http://www.ecma-international.org/ 
• A List Apart - Jeffrey Zeldman 

   http://www.alistapart.com/ 
• Vischeck 

   http://www.vischeck.com/   
• CSS Zen Garden 

   http://www.csszengarden.com/ 
• W3C Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) 

   http://www.w3.org/WAI/ 
• Cynthia Says Portal 

   http://cynthia.contentquality.com/ 
    

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Section 508 Guidelines (1194.22 Standards) 
(http://www.access-board.gov/sec508/guide/1194.22.htm) 
 
 (a) A text equivalent for every non-text element shall be provided (e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in 
element content). 
 
(b) Equivalent alternatives for any multimedia presentation shall be synchronized with the 
presentation. 
 
(c) Web pages shall be designed so that all information conveyed with color is also available 
without color, for example from context or markup. 
 
(d) Documents shall be organized so they are readable without requiring an associated style 
sheet. 
 
(e) Redundant text links shall be provided for each active region of a server-side image map. 
 
(f) Client-side image maps shall be provided instead of server-side image maps except where the 
regions cannot be defined with an available geometric shape. 
 
(g) Row and column headers shall be identified for data tables. 
 
(h) Markup shall be used to associate data cells and header cells for data tables that have two or 
more logical levels of row or column headers. 
 
(i) Frames shall be titled with text that facilitates frame identification and navigation. 
 
(j) Pages shall be designed to avoid causing the screen to flicker with a frequency greater than 2 
Hz and lower than 55 Hz. 
 
(k) A text-only page, with equivalent information or functionality, shall be provided to make a Web 
site comply with the provisions of this part, when compliance cannot be accomplished in any 
other way. The content of the text-only page shall be updated whenever the primary page 
changes. 
 
(l) When pages utilize scripting languages to display content, or to create interface elements, the 
information provided by the script shall be identified with functional text that can be read by 
assistive technology. 
 
(m) When a Web page requires that an applet, plug-in or other application be present on the 
client system to interpret page content, the page must provide a link to a plug-in or applet that 
complies with §1194.21(a) through (l). 
 
(n) When electronic forms are designed to be completed on-line, the form shall allow people 
using assistive technology to access the information, field elements, and functionality required for 
completion and submission of the form, including all directions and cues. 
 
(o) A method shall be provided that permits users to skip repetitive navigation links. 
 
(p) When a timed response is required, the user shall be alerted and given sufficient time to 
indicate more time is required. 

 


