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MEDALS WON BY BULGARIA
based on data from the Wikipedia article, “Bulgaria at the Olympics”
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MIND THE GAP

Wikipedia, “Olympic Boycotts 1976 1980 1984”

In 1984, the Soviet Union and its 
allies (including Bulgaria) chose 
to boycott the Olympic Games, 
citing aggression and anti-Soviet 
hysteria.

The US saw this as revenge for 
their own boycott of the 1980 
games, where 65 countries did 
not attend in protest of the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

Bulgaria’s specialty, behind only pork lard stew, is freestyle wrestling. 
They routinely rack up Olympic medals in wrestling, making them true 
“heavyweight champions.”

Though their numbers have dwindled in recent years, take a look at this 
chart comparing them with other nations at the 2008 Summer Olympic 
Games.

Though India is much bigger in size, Bulgaria won more medals.
India vs. Bulgaria

SCALED BY SIZE SCALED BY MEDALS WON IN 
2008 SUMMER GAMES

FREESTYLE WRESTLING

INDIA BULGARIA
     (5)

BULGARIA

2

UKRAINE

3

RUSSIA

6

USA
1

JAPAN
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GEORGIA

3

BELARUS
1

KAZAKHSTAN

2

INDIA
(3)

BULGARIA
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David Estes

UNITY MAKES STRENGTH!
BULGARIA AT THE OLYMPIC GAMES

Kaiang Jia
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THE US AND FENCING!
AGAINST THEIR COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN IN THE OLYMPICS

1900s 1950s 2000s

OLYMPIC MEDALS EARNED
Medals earned by the US qualitatively compared to those of the UK

US

UK

FENCING’S ORIGINS - THE UNITED KINGDOM

AMERICA’S ORIGINS - THE UNITED KINGDOM

Origin of the term

The English term fencing, in the sense of "the action or art of using the sword scienti�cally"
(OED) dates to the late 16th century, introduced to denote systems designed for the Renaissance
rapier. The �rst known use of defens in reference to Renaissance swordsmanship is in William
Shakespeare's Merry Wives of Windsor: "Alas sir, I cannot fence."  This specialized usage replaces
the generic �ght (Old English feohtan).

The verb to fence is derived from the noun fence, with an original meaning of "the act of defending",
etymologically derived from Old French defens "defence", ultimately from the Latin. The �rst 
attestation of Middle English fens "defence" dates to the 14th century.

Antiquity

The origins of armed combat are prehistoric (spear, axe). Fighting with shield and sword develops
in the Bronze Age; Bladed weapons such as the khopesh appear in the Middle Bronze Age, and
the sword proper in the Late Bronze Age.

Homer's Iliad has some of the earliest descriptions of combat with shield, sword and spear, usually
between two heroes who pick one another for a duel on the battle�eld. The Roman gladiators are
an early example of dual combat in a sport-like setting, evolving out of Etruscan ritual. Tomb frescoes 
rom Paestum (4th century BCE) show paired �ghters, with helmets, spears and shields, in a
propitiatory funeral blood-rite that anticipates early Roman gladiator games.

Technically, the United States also originated from the United Kingdom. As such, it is an interesting
exercise to compare the two in their performances in the Olympics, especially in regards to fencing.

OTHER TOP MEDALING COUNTRIES IN FENCING - 2008US vs. UK FENCING MEDALS - 2008

Thomas Ng
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A LITTLE COMPETITION THE SPIRIT OF THE OLYMPICS
Longtime rivals France and Italy bring their fair share of the excitement 
to the Olympic competitions. Here’s how their total medal counts stack 
up to each other from the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing.

Italy, United States of America, and France took the lead in numbers of 
medals won in all fencing categories in the latest summer Olympics. See 
how the other countries fared.

France: Total Medals Won
Summer Olympics, 1896-2008

FRANCE ITALY

1896 1900 1904 1908 1912 1920 1924 1928 1932 19921936 200820041948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 20001996

FRANCE
FENCING STARS OF THE SUMMER OLYMPICS

Angela Nguyen

What’s this?
Theses infographics were produced by the students in INFO 424
(Information Visualization & Aesthetics). They were asked to analyze 
a professional infographic (shown below) and replicate the visual 
strategies the found in their own info graphic. The information they 
were asked to convey was the Olympic Games performance of one 
country, one sport and one comparable country...

http://www.elrst.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/
10/090911-OGUS-USOilImports.png

http://www.mattkursmark.com/print-infographics.php http://www.mattkursmark.com/print-infographics.php
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http://www.number27.org/projects/maps/traveltime/
index.html
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France’s Success at the Olympics

FRANCE

GERMANYMEDAL COUNT 41

40

A VIEW OF FRANCE’S OLYMPIC HISTORY
OLYMPIC HISTORY

French athletes have won a total 
of 636 medals at the Summer 
Olympic Games, with fencing and 
cycling as the top medal-producing 
sports.  France has won an additional 
94 medals at the Winter Olympic 
Games, mostly in alpine skiing.

France has competed at every 
celebration of the modern Olympic 
Games, although the participation 
at the 1904 Games is questionable, 
with Albert Coray's appearance 
being credited by different sources 
to either the United States or France.

1900 Summer Olympics in Paris
1924 Winter Olympics in Chamonix
1924 Summer Olympics in Paris
1968 Winter Olympics in Grenoble
1992 Winter Olympics in Albertville

FRANCE AT THE OLYMPICS FRENCH ATHLETES

OLYMPICS IN FRANCE

HANDBALL SHOOTING

FRANCE

ICELAND

SPAIN

UNITED STATES

NORWAY

FRANCE

Ryan Malone

Total Medals won on 2008 Beijing Olympic games 

People Republic of China at Olympic Games

Pursuing The Olympic Dream
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100 Years Olympic History of China

   PRC’s Boom
 On Olympic RecordPing Pang (a.k.a. Table Tennis)

Brief history of People Republic of China at Olympics

China first time joined the Olympic Game is in 1932, and this
big country only assigned one person to go the the Game, 
apparently China didn’t received any medals in that year of 
Olympics. The First time when China received Olympic medals 
is in 1984 at Los Angelos. On that Olympic Game, The PR China 
also got their first gold medal, and it is the first medal of that 
Olympic Games as well. Since that Game, China grew fast and 
become stronger, More and more Chinese atheletes got good 
performance at Olympic Games as well as medals. At 2008 Beijing
Olymic Games, PR China got 100 medals in total.

Ping pang is known as “The Nation Ball of Sports” in China, and
Sport has been dominated by China for almost 12 years. In China,
almost everyone know how to play ping pang no matter the age and
gender. In Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, China got all the gold medals,
for all the events on table tennis, 14 medals in total.  Below are the countries 
which won medals in Ping Pang in Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

Total Number of Medals Won by People Republic of China In The Past 100 Year

Emulated to: http://www.mattkursmark.com/print-infographics.phpRedesign by Kaiang Jia from Info424 Spring2010 Class
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Number of medals US has won in 
the past Olympics.

US medals

The U.S. Olympics Medals History

Olympics Records

The number of medals the United States (U.S.) 
has won in 2008 comparing to China.

U.S.
110

China
100

USA Russia Yugoslavia Argentina

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

The number of medals won in Men’s Basketball 
in the Summer Olympic Games.

Men’s Basketball Medals 
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United States & the Olympics
How is the U.S. doing in the Olympics records?

http://www.elrst.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/090911-OGUS-USOilImports.png

Over all the previous Olympics 
experience U.S has won a total of

2299 
medals.

China has only won a total of

163
medals.
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Badminton at the Summer Olympics en.wikipedia.org

Medals in Badminton
Which 7 countries have medals?
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United States
39 Medals

Canada
1 Medal

Brazil
1 Medal

Britain
1 Medal

Norway
1 Medal

Netherlands
1 Medal

Germany
1 Medal

Tunisia
1 Medal

Serbia
1 Medal

P.R.
China

1 Medal

France
12 Medals

Hungary
3 Medals

Russian 
Federation
8 Medals

Japan
8 Medals

Australia
28 Medals

P.R.
Korea

2 Medals

Total Olympic Medals
(Each year since 1948) People’s Republic of Korea

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Beijing Summer Olympics 2008 - Men’s Swimming

The People’s Republic of Korea
Is the PRK able to keep up with the big �sh?

The 15 Countries to take home medals in Men’s 
Swimming events in the 2008 Beijing Olympics

On Average, the People’s Republic 
of Korea has brought home 

11Medals
 more per year than the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea

31 to 6
The number of medals won by The People’s Republic of 
Korea compared to the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea in the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics.

Schalow, Kelly Kalani

United States

Australia

US vs. AUS Total Olympic Medals Won 
(summer 1896-2008)

World Olympic Medals www.elrst.com
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Total Olympic Swimming
Medals Given in 2008
Is the US the dominant medal winner?

7 years

929 gold medals
Total given to the US for the past 26 Summer Olympics

519
The past 5 Olympics 

US has won

total medals

The top 5 countries with Olympic medals in 
swimming in total count (Summer 2008)  

49%
In 2008 US has won

of the Olympic 
swimming medals 

among the top 
5 countries

That the US has ranked top three in total medal counts

Source: 
NYTimes 

WAGDA shape�le

United States
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www.Olympic.orgOlympic History
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The United States and China are two of the 
dominant nations for artistic gymnastics  

646
participants for 
United States

579
participants

for China

US competition for artistic gymnastics 
What is the legacy of the US team?

Source:
NYTimes graphic, Olympic.org

participants from Uzbekistan, Korea, and China

both were outbeaten by a Gold medalist from Romania

participants from Croatia, Great Britain, and China

with China participant, Fei Cheng, coming in third place

US Medals won in past olympics
(in number of Medals by Olympic year)

The 2008 Summer Olympic 
athletes included

3 non-US medallist for parallel bars

2 US medallists for women’s balance beam

2 US medallists for floor exercises

3 non-US medallist for pommel horse

Team USA has had it’s share of ups 
and downs for Olympic success

US Stats

Armenia
1

Turkey
1

India
1

Mauritius
1

Azerbaijan
1

Cuba

8

Dominican
Republic

1

China

4

France

3

Ireland

3

Great Britian

3

Italy

3

Kazakhstan

2

Ukraine

2

Thailand

2

Mongolia

2

Korea
1

Moldova
1USA

1

Russia

3

0

10

20

30

40

68 72 80 88 96 0476 84 92 00 08

Total Medals

Boxing Medals

(since 1968)
Cuba Medal Count

0 5 10

Cuba

Jamaica

How does it compare to other countries?

Cuba Medals in Boxing

Olympics 2008 Beijing www.olympic.org

Cuba accounted for

of the 44 medals won
in boxing in 2008

The 20 countries that won medals in boxing
and the medal count (in 2008)

4 silver & 4 bronze
in boxing in 2008

medals24

though Cuba won more medals,
Jamaica won more gold

medals11

18%

of Cuba’s medals were
won in boxing

33%

Kelly Schalow Michael Gonzales Thienan Le

Steven Ip Lisa Nguyen Hao Hau



GOLD MEDALISTS IN MEN’S TEAM ROWING, 2008
BRITAIN ROWING MEDALS

britain
poland
australia
canada

a. Eight with Coxswain
b. Lightweight Double Sculls
c. Double Sculls
d. Pair-Oared Shell with Coxswain
e. Four without Coxswain
f. Four-Oared Shell with Coxswain   

a

b

c
d e

f

pie slice = represents number of medals won
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BRITAIN

Britain

Australia

Poland Canada

COMPETITION

Layered Area Plot: Area represents total Olympic medals won each year

London 2008
145 TOTAL MEDALS

Los Angeles 1984
44 TOTAL MEDALS

Britain’s Olympic Rowing
AN INFOGRAPHIC

Gavin Elster
gbe@uw.edu

INFO 424 | SPRING 2010

Barcelona 1992

82 medals

Atlanta 1996

65 medals

Sydney 2000

56 medals

Athens 2004

49 medals
Beijing 2008

41 medals

Germany’s Summer Olympic 
Medal Count since 1992
Is Germany in a slump?

50%
Germany’s medal 
count has dropped

since the 1992 
olympic games

Barcelona 1992 Olympics Tennis Results
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Russia 72 medals

Germany 41 medals

Beijing 2008 Olympics

Nguyen, Angela Bich

Olympic Games www.olympic.com

OLYMPIC 

US Heavyweight Boxing
Is the US a top boxing competitor? Countries that have competed in heavyweight

boxing in the Olympics
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US Olympic Medals Won
(total medals, by each game)

US Medals
110 medals won
 By the United States at the 2008 Olympics

72 medals won
 By Russia at the 2008 Olympics

The US has 

29%
of the total heavyweight

boxing gold medals

The US has 

20%
of the total 

heavyweight
boxing medals

Matthew Kubej

Christopher Zrout
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As the founder of skiing,  
Norway has a rich his-
tory in the sport.  Despite 
the fact that their main 
strength is in nordic 
skiing they remain a high 
end competitor in Alpine 
Skiing.          
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Norway’s Performance
in the Winter Olympics
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ENGLAND IN THE WORLD CUP
SECRET FOR SUCCESS: HOME TURF ADVANTAGE

KOREA REPUBLIC
2002 JAPAN

2002

GERMANY
2006

14

HOST NATION’S WORLD CUP FINISHES

ENGLAND’S WORLD CUP FINISHES 1930-2006WORLD CUP 2006 EUROPEAN COUNTRY FINISHES

1ST
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4TH

22ND

21ST

20TH

14TH
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8TH

7TH

NO WORLD CUP 1942-1946 DUE TO WWII

Matt Megaard

How did Sweden fair against Norway in the 2008 Olympics?

Who has won the most medals in Men’s Star Keelboat?

How many medals has Sweden won in the last 5 Olympics?

12 8 12 7 5

Year 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008

3 6

Brazil

Canada

Great Briton

Frace

Sweden

3 6

3

3

3

3

3

TOTAL MEDALS GOLD MEDALS

Country

The Star Keelboat is a class of boat that is has been raced at the Olympics since 2004.  

The number in the circle represents the total number of medals won 
in the Olympics that year.  

10 Medals 5 Medals
Norway Sweden
(3 Gold
5 Silver

2 Bronze)

(0 Gold
4 Silver

1 Bronze)

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/08/04/sports/olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_MAP.html

Sweden in the Olympics

By: Nathan Larsen 

iSchool @ UW        

2008 SUMMER OLYMPICS
MEDALS WON FOR DIVING EVENT

CHINA
19 MEDALS
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6 MEDALS
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CANADA
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Throughout  the Years: Summer Olympics
Total Number of Medals Russia Won

Vanessa Ma

Byron McMullen


