C Lit 493 Honors Seminar 





Syllabus Supplement

Images of Women in Literature: The Figure of History


Instructor: Laura Eshleman

Students taking the Honors Seminar are expected to develop their critical thinking skills and engage in the theoretical discourse surrounding primary fictional texts.  Therefore, in addition to the course requirements listed on the C LIT 375 syllabus, students taking C LIT 493 will also have the following required assignment:

Two 3-4 page critiques of theoretical texts.  The grade for each assignment will be based on the written critique and on a discussion of your claims with others.

Grading for 493 students will thus be amended as follows:

Two Essay Exams: In-Class Midterm (20%) and Take-Home Final (35%)

Two Paragraph Assignments (10%)

Daily preparation for class and participation (10%)

Two Critiques (25%)

First Critique:

Text will be assigned during Week 2.  493 students will meet in a special 50 minute student-run discussion session with the instructor outside of class time.  Meeting time to be arranged based on student schedules during Week 4 (4/21 or 4/22).  Written critique to be turned in at time of meeting.

Second Critique:

Text will be Frantz Fanon’s “Algeria Unveiled;” critique due Monday 5/19.  The second critique will include a group presentation by 493 students during the regular class period on Monday, 5/19.  This presentation should be roughly 25-30 minutes, with each student contributing equally.  It should consist of an explication of the main points of Fanon’s text, a brief summary of the claim made in each student’s critique and its relevance / importance for understanding Fanon’s text and the course themes, and several questions to direct the class into a discussion following the presentation.  While the written critique will not reference Djebar’s novel, it would be helpful to make some connections between the two texts and perhaps other course texts in the presentation.  I suggest you meet briefly as a group at some point to discuss organization and duties of each presenter, to minimize overlap.
Guidelines for writing a Critique:

· Use 12-point font, double spaced.  Last name and page number on each page.  Please staple.
· Follow the total construction of a single argument throughout the text (for example, pick the idea of “violence” and follow the construction of this idea, evaluate the author’s definitions of violence and claims about it, and analyze the persuasiveness of the author’s claims according to the parameters of the argument.  Point out the strengths of the author’s argument and decide whether you think there are holes in it.)  This kind of claim cannot be made based only on one or two lines in the text.  It should take into account the development of the idea throughout the entire text.  You can’t possibly cover all of the text—focus on the idea that interests you most.
· Show comprehension of the author’s argument, interrogate the claims made, and provide evidence with page numbers.   

· Do not waste words—this argument should be compact and to the point, should focus on a single topic without wandering, and should draw conclusions without making airy conjectures.
My criteria for grading:

· Structure and organization (clearly presented topic, focused development of topic in body, conclusions), proofreading

· Strength of reasoning or logic: Is there a clear, persuasive, and supportable argument?  Is evidence for the claim provided?
· Strength of interpretation of the text: Are there interesting insights that emerge from a close, thoughtful reading of the text?
A couple of things NOT to do:

· Do not describe the text—analyze.

· Do not make sweeping generalizations (eg, about the history of the world, the nature of human psychology, etc, such as “it is widely known that Western culture is essentially dominatory”).  These claims say nothing of substance and waste valuable space in a short assignment such as this.

· Do not express opinions about the text that are not supported by evidence

