ECONOMICS 200





  Fall 2007
Professor Keith Leffler


                 Office:   Condon Hall 206
e-mail: kleffler@u.washington.edu

       Phone:   545-8045
Course Web Site:  http://faculty.washington.edu/kleffler/Econ200.html
Office Hours: M-W 10:00-11:00 & by appointment.  
Text: Principles of Microeconomics, Eugene Silberberg, any edition is fine.
Grading:   Three midterms 


  

      


       Quiz Section quizzes and TA evaluation

       All midterm exams and quizzes are short essay or problems.  
There will be 6 quizzes given in your quiz.
There may be unannounced quizzes in class.                     
The best four of the six section quizzes will count. 
I have posted the minimum examination “curve” on the website.  In addition to these grades, you can receive +2/10th of a grade point from your TA.  You can also receive an additional 1/10th of a grade point from either your TA or from unannounced quizzes given in lecture.  Hence, the final grades should be about 2/10th of a grade point above the “curve”, or an overall class average grade of about 3.1.     

Exam dates:  
Exam 1 - Monday October 22st.
          
Exam 2 - Wednesday November 14th

Exam 3 - Wednesday December 5th.
The only makeup exam is a comprehensive fill-in the bubble true – false exam given on the final exam scheduled time (Tuesday December 11th 8:30 – 10:20 Kane 120).  If you miss an exam for any reason other than university related business, you will take the comprehensive exam as your makeup.  If, however, you will be away because of a university related activity (e.g., sports, debate), let me know well in advance and arrangements will be made.  If you “blow” an exam, with my permission, you can take the final to substitute for that exam. 

A copy of this syllabus, and materials relevant to the first exam including past exams, answer guides to those exams, extensive practice questions [all of which were exam questions in the past; see reading guide for link to lectures] and answers, lecture notes, and a reading chapter list are available on the course website for downloading (in Word.doc format.  
Before the first exam, students must provide their TA with an identifying alias.  The exam results for the class will be posted on the web site using the alias identifications.  This will allow you to track your standing.   

This course will stress applications of elementary economics to understand basic economic relationships in society.  Economics is based on a few fundamental postulates and the application of analytical reasoning.  The economic way of thinking about behavior can be difficult to learn passively.  The lectures and the exams will focus on examples.  An important part of your reading is the questions at the end of the chapters and the practice questions.  My experience has convinced me that working through these practice questions and the past exams is essential for a superior performance in the class.  Economics is learned through practice not through memorization.  Use your quiz sections to have your TA explain how to answer the practice questions. 

