The Makeup Final

The makeup is for two different purposes:

1.  Students who missed an exam.

2.  Students who “blew” an exam.

What does it mean to “blow” and exam?

You will be eligible to take the makeup exam if your grade on your worst exam was .5 grade points or more below your grade on the second worst exam.  For example, you received a 2.5, 3.0 and 3.2.  You are eligible.  However, you received a 3.0, 3.4 and 3.8.  You are not eligible.

A list of eligible students in category #2 will be posted as soon as possible after the last exam.  An eligible student that wishes to take the final must inform me that they intend to take the makeup.  Exams will only be available to these students.  Once you sit for the makeup, I will remove your lowest score and you, in effect, go into category #1.  (This implies that your score on the makeup counts whether it is above or below what was previously your lowest score.  This is not a “best out of four” deal.)

I have also been asked how I calculate your final grade.  I adjust the points you receive on each exam in order to convert the average on each exam to 150.  For example, assume on the first exam the average was 68.2.  If you received 79, after adjustment (79 * 150/68.2), you would have 173.8.  I then add the points on all three exams plus the points from your quiz section.  (Each TAs combined quiz sections must have an average of 50 points.  The scores must also conform to a distribution I provide.  Hence it makes no difference whether your TA grades hard or easy.)  On average, the total points are 500, of which ten percent come from your TA.  I then apply the “curve” which is approximately like that applied to your midterms but a “little bit” easier.     

