First Successful Satellite Tracking of Bowhead Whales, Balaena mysticetus, in Baffin Bay: From Greenland to Canada in Ten Days
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Arctic

Five bowhead whales (Balaena mysticetus) were instrumented with satellite transmitters in northwestern Disko Bay, West Greenland, May 2001. The best results were obtained when a pole was used for implanting the transmitter compared to a pneumatic gun. The whales remained in the northwestern part of the bay for 1-2 weeks after tagging. Two of the whales moved from Disko Bay to northern Canada.  They left Disko Bay nine days apart and took different routes across Baffin Bay to the southern part of the North Water polynya, just east of the entrance to Lancaster Sound.  The whales crossed the central part of Baffin Bay relatively rapidly (travel time of 9-10 days). Dive behaviour was monitored for one of the whales and showed changes in dive depths, dive rate, and surfacing time in different localities indicating behavioural changes related to feeding.  The whales were presumably feeding in both Disko Bay in May and in the North Water in June. This study confirms that bowhead whales move between West Greenland and the east coast of Baffin Island.
