
Formulating Your Clinical Question

Name:
____________________



Date:




1. Define your clinical question using PICO by identifying: Person (population, or problem), Intervention, Comparison Group, and Outcomes.

The question should be used to help establish and guide your search strategy:

Patient/Population:









Intervention:










Comparison:










Outcome:










2.
Write out your question: 








3.
List main topics and alternate terms that could be used for your search:

4. List inclusion criteria (gender, age, year of publication, types of articles)

5. List terms that are likely to be irrelevant, you will exclude them from your search 

(not)











(not)











6. Specify database(s) that you would likely use to find relevant articles:

· MEDLINE (PUBMED) (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov./PubMed)

· CINAHL (Cumulative Index of Nursing and Allied Health Literature) (UW restricted)

· PsycINFO (Psychology) (UW restricted)

· ERIC (Educational) (UW restricted)

· Cochrane Library (UW restricted)
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