The Descendants of John Dorcy, Civil War Soldier

Appendix A - The Letters

Sister Mary Jean Dorcy was at one time in posession of the letters from John
Dorcy to his wife, Mary Ellen. The letters are now in possession of Clara June (Dorcy)
Gallamore of Roach, MO. Sister Mary Jean transcribed them and copies of them were
made into a small booklet which was distributed to many members of the family. The
following is an introduction to the letters taken from the booklet.

The Man Behind the Letters
by: Sister Mary Jean Dorcy (born: Frances Emma Dorcy)

John Dorcy was born in County Tipperary in 1833 and emigrated to America
about the middle of the century. His father, sister Sally and two brothers--Pat and
Cornelius (?) came to this country with him and they settled in an Irish colony in Emmett,
Michigan. At least one of the brothers later returned to Ireland to live.

After Gettysburg the whole Northern Army was on the verge of disintegrating
because the time for which the men had enlisted was up. Attractive bounties were offered
for enlisting or re- enlisting. Many men with families volunteered believing that the
bounties would care for their families. In common with many other young Irishmen to
whom fighting a war on their feet was unthinkable, John enlisted in the Michigan Cavalry.

He was at this time just thirty years old and he had a wife and four young children.
His wife did not want him to enlist and his sister Sally was loudly scornful of the whole
project. "You'll just go down there and get drunk a few times, "she said, "and then come
home and tell tall stories about what you and the boys did down there. Those poor Rebs
can't put up a decent fight; there isn't any war. You should stay home with the family;
Mary needs you." To which he insisted that it was a real war, and everyone would have
to fight. The day he came to say goodby to Sally she was ironing and she was so angry
with him that she would not even turn around. "Well then Sally, goodby-- "he said and
she called saucily over her shoulder, "Goodby then Jack. Don't get shot in the back.

After going unscathed through two years of heavy fighting, including the
Wilderness and Cedar Creek--"27 regular engagements, "by his own count--John Dorcy
was to make his rendezvous with death at Appomattox.

The cavalry charges were planned on a pattern of alternates-- 1,3,5,7 etc. would
charge until they ran into a line of entrenched bayonets or engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting; they would discharge their one shot, use the sabre, and whirl the horse to
recharge as numbers 2,4,6,8 etc. moved up to replace them, while they reloaded to charge
again. For the two years of battle, Garrett Puffer had ridden on one side of him and
Silas(?) on the other. As they wheeled their horses to retire, they would check to see if
the other two were all right.

On the morning of April 9th, as the war ground slowly to a stop, word reached
Company B, Michigan Cavalry by means of the bugle that called all the signals. The
inseparable three had already charged and were too far forward to hear the bugles sound
"cease fire". Wheeling his horse to retire, John Dorcy fell sidewise in the saddle and
Garrett Puffer saw him as he rode up. He had been shot in the back of the head and the
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horse brought him back dead from the charge. Around them the bugles were sounding the
end of the war and the men went wild with joy. The armistice was just a few minutes too
late to save the life of the young man who hung dead in the saddle, his life finished at the
age of 32.

To her dying day, Sally wept bitterly for her saucy farewell to the brother she
loved.

As far as anyone can determine, John Dorcy is buried where he fell at
Appomattox. His records are very likely there in the office of records, and quite likely
his name is misspelled since he himself did not write it and others always misspelled it.
He is not buried at Arlington.

About The Letters
by Sister Mary Jean Dorcy

Mary Ellen Carroll Dorcy was born in Rhodden, near Montreal, Canada, on July
15, 1837. She came to Emmett, Michigan, when she was nine years old. She died in
Pueblo, Colorado, May 22, 1906, and is buried there in Roselawn Cemetery.

When her husband was killed on the 9th of April, 1865, she was a young mother
of four small children. For the remaining years of her life these letters, along with a
fading blue uniform with its cavalry sabre and powder horn, neck kerchief and shot
pouch, were all the relics she had of those few short and bitter years of war which took
her young husband from his family. There may have been more letters: it is impossible to
tell now. Creased and fading and worn with re-reading, this is all that we have left of
them.

It was not practical to photostat the letters for several reasons. The main reason,
of course, is that the ink is so faded now that a good copy would be extremely hard to get.
In spots it has faded so badly that it is no longer possible to read some words, or parts of
words.

It is also quite unlikely that the letters are in John Dorcy's own handwriting,
There are at least six different scripts in evidence, and the name is spelled four different
ways, indicating that it was not a signature. It is obvious that John Dorcy followed the
custom of most soldiers to whom packing an ink bottle off to war would be a needless
nuisance--simply dictated his letters to one of several men attached to his Regiment who
did this as a way to keep themselves in pin money. In copying the letters an effort has
been made to preserve the spelling and punctuation--or lack of same--just as it is. One of
the scribes uses the old fashioned terminal s made like an f; as, for example, in the word
"succefs".

John Dorcy plainly had no delusions of glory and no thought of being a hero. He
makes no dramatic remarks about freeing the slaves or saving the Union. At the same
time, there is no rancor in his remarks about the Rebs, and you can see the farming man's
regrets for the burned crops and the devastated peach orchards.

He is young and healthy and yet his wife is apparently clucking about his health in
every letter; so he makes a point of reassuring her in every letter. He grumbles about the
same things that men always grumble about in the armies of the world; slow pay, dust,
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heat, and--above all--no letters at mail call. He is a man with a citizen's job to do and he
is doing it without any back-talk; but he is lonely for his family and starved for news--any
news at all, even about the cow.

There is even a typical army shenanigan of trying to engineer a furlough, and the
failure of his best-laid plans to get home for a visit.

He never did see his family again, and two weeks after the date of the last letter we
have, he died as the bugles were blowing to sound the end of the war.

The Letters of John Dorcy to his Wife Mary Ellen (Carroll) Dorcy

letter # [1]
Kalamagoo Fel 18th ‘64
Dear Wife

It iy with pleasure that I write yow these few lines to-let yow no-that I
am well and hope that these few lines will find yow and the children the
same. I thisy day send yow forty dollary by express yow need not look for me
home at present for we are under marching ovdery and have to-leave next
monday for Washington. _

Give my respecty to- father and all enquiring friends. Write to- me ay
soonw ay yow get thig and let me no-how yow%%wéﬂvyow bondy and
your assistonce from the town. Dirvect your to-Johw Dorey, first Mich.
Cav Kalaumagoo; Mich.

letter # [2]

Johw Dovey
Head Quartery

C Stoneman;, Maryland
M%v 7th, 1864
Dear Wife,

Ity with peaswve U sit sdfdmuwtoletflowkmow how ¢ amv getting
and also-let me know yourself WMM&WW
Deowr Wife i amv enjoying the best of health so-far and vl service
very well. Dear Wife i havent got any state bounty yet but i exspect to-get it
next pay day. Deow Wife let me know Lfyow{gotﬂwwvfortydoﬂarybmtyow
from Kali . U sent it inv cowe of Edward your brother. And also-let me
fk;rww Lfﬁzugotﬂwwbom let me know in regard to-how yow are getting
WPT];W Wife i write to- yow from Kalimagoo- and & havent got any letter
yet. Dear Wife keep upqgoed«cowagfe/for v think wor will be over thig swmmer
without fail. Deawr Wife, send me half a dolaws worth of Postage stamps iv
&wmfl&tk@rﬁw ow cank get them every time yow want them. Dirvect your
Le er azyfouowx'Jd{v\/Domy, Compary B 15t Mich. VetrinvVol. Cavalry,
ashington; D.C.
I remainv your Affectionate husband
Johw Dorcy
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letter # [3] c Lt MichC
amp ’ o

May 3,/64

My wa%wy dr line that

Ever r tw yow v line I improve ow opertunity now
resent. AyOfwdofmg«oﬁnd/@ndowd«wcerwﬁed/cth’uﬂcat@forﬂwsth
gmmtyddeex. Yow caw tel Edward have it to- colect for yow. If it is not vite
let me now as soon ay conweniant, Write soon render my kindest regards to-
all our mutuald Friends. Subscrile my self your ever tonate and
devoted husband

Jno: Dorcy
letter # [4]
Camp of the 15€ Mich. Caw.
Neow Hanover Counrt House
June 6, 1864
Dear Wife,

I will drop yow afew lines to-let yow know That & am well and hope
Thisy will find yow the same:. ©have seew some howd ship Since i rote to-yow
last but hay escaped so-far yet. Now whew yow write yow tell me if yow gotmy
Asignment if yow write inv your next. i hawve not drawn no-army poy since i
left Michiganw and dont think & will until this Campaigw is over v have
worried o good deal about your health and in not hearing from yow. Now
whew yow write agivw give me all the particudary and write as oftenw ay yow
con.

No-more at present, In haste goodby, your husband Johw Dovsey

letter # [5]
Camp near Jones Ford Chickahominy June

Dear Wife,

I amvhappy to- inform yow that yowr kind letter dated the 26th of last
mmﬂvwaﬁﬁ’%mggxﬂb&iwwwf&w Dayy ago. I washappy t&b?mformm
ow ond rest famillie are enjoying good health. I am also-in good
%ealﬂvmtwéﬂwt 1 ﬂmtﬂwko%%mmwuﬂedzmthwdowto
my eary move or lessy for the last 6 weeks. I cant tdl/d,yowhaw mad Cravew 4.
I saw him on the 9 of this month but have not hear: ing of him since
Dunk Buchanon was wounded slightly, I saw him that day. I e not much
chance nov time to- write to-Day but will give yow a full account of our
de%ﬁy@wls&tm?wwmw%rmﬂop— fs:rowto-hwfrowv
oW AGRiN L ev to-av withy o hearty wi our welfare.
Y gy Youwr affectionate husband, Y

Johw Dorsey

100



The Descendants of John Dorcy, Civil War Soldier

letter # [6] (probable)
City Point July 5th
My Ownw Dear Wife i “

Your of the 3rd of July came to-hand in due fassion and way very glad
to-hear from yow that yow was well for your letter found me Enjoying good

health and very wity. for I think that after ing through so- mary
SW#W%%@WWWWW. OMB’M ight was at
Traoillian* Stationw and it wasy indeed a Seew of blood S . We were

survounded and the first there way not o point of Compass that the reby
did not Chawrge up on and the shely and bullety Came from Evry divection but
they could not stand the Custer brigade withythose (shawp)* shootery and
others to- numerous to- mention. The weather iy very warw and the
v ave so- dusty that it is ver wwomfovtalefarwwd«éngkzutwe/wr@
resting hear for afew days it seemy very good to- it inthe shad. Probaly
sty hear wntill we get paid then I shal write ay much ag I can. I was very
sorry to-hear that Edward drove such a prise. I learned by the letter. Duke
Md(%wrotwto-?uffwﬂmtﬂwwr@try‘ to- (--?7--) us out of our bounty
and D thinks he can Collect it and yow better let him know the
cirtificate if yow do-not Suckseed irnv getting it. And write to- me the
articulory about it ay soow ay yow Can: I never way in better health in my
E;fe/a/nd/I amw fat ay a pig and e not drank any liquor since I left Mich: I
hope that the next letter that I write that I oawwrct@ofﬂth‘gothhrow of
Richmond. I hear they are g oing to-open 140 gung on strongest poind inv
a few % Ishall/come/hoz,am}' I canwand I wamttoswymt’fand/
the childven but I never was in better Spirity. Take good care of yourself and
the childven. I would send yow my picture but have too- nutch haiv on my

face.
Give my respecty to-all the friends not forgetting ouwr oww family
ohnw Do,
T.S. (P.S.7) direct your letter to-the 15t Mich: Cav Co-B Washington D.C.
* 97

* here there is an acute angle drawn; probably shorthand for "sharp”

letter # [7]
City Point, Vau., Jul 215t 1864
My Dear Wife,

I write yow these few lines to-let yow know that by the blessing of God I
o K well ond hearty. I received your last letter and answerved it
immediately, and I write to- yow thig soon to-let yow know that I sent yow $55
by Adams Express company, also-two-pictures of myself which look natuwral as
life of the way I appear now.

I was happy to-learn that Tdward hay got o substitute. I got Corneliuy
letter but have no-time to-arswer i just now, but will do- so- i av few s. If
yow see my father, tell him that I am well, and that I mm him
five dollary for him and old Duke to- drvink (ouwr) healthv w e, for we
cant drink it doww here.

Tell little Johny that whew hiy father comes home that I will bring him

auli,tdeTguwalong/wuhm&

ake good care of your self and the childvew for the waw ig soow
coming to-anw end and I hope to-be with yow soon. Keep up good courage;
write oftenww and write soonw ay yow get this and let me know if yow have got

the X
No- more at present. From your affectionate husboand til death.
JohwDovcey
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letter # [8] (probably)
Washington August 6th
Dear Wife,

I hawve just returned to-this place yesterday and I thought I wowld pew
afew lines to-yow. I havent had a letter from yow since the 3rd of July
although I hawve written twice to-yow. We expect to- sty avound hear and in
Mavyland the rest of the time this sumuner for the reby are very troublesome
about now. We had a very pleasant trip up the river And the place looks very
natural but my letter this time wil be very shovt but' I awmvy (happy?)
anyway to-hear from yow. Have yow recevved/ﬂtatpackagez?movw and/
those pictures of mine. If yow have please write and let me know but I will
dowﬁw the time but write soow.

This from your husband
JohwDorsy

letter # [9]
Shepherdstown; Vo
Aug. 23/64
Dear Wife,

How does it take for wWWt&ymetogetm
avswer. It the last one just one « I amvwell and enjoying myself
as well as possible. we had a fight the day before I got your last letter and I
came out safe thank God. I received a letter from yow and father the same
day. I would like it if yow would write oftener ay it iy all the comfort we poor
soldiery hawve iy o letter from home and it makes me lonesome when the mail
comesy and I dont hawve one. Yow probably saw anw (account?) of Sheridaw's
Cavelry charge at Front Royal. We had a gay old time of it. We took 270
prisonery 34 commissioned officery and two- stand of collovs. Our comp
charged and we only had two-hovses killed not o man was huwt
lead came lively. varemd/w%owpécﬁww not looking natural it cannot
but be wondered at. I rode 30 miles thi the sunw and had not
cooled off yet but whewn I WWMN%WI wi some move taken. How
did Edward get along witiv regard to-the draft. How does the cow get along:
We wdlxprobaalr’l%' paid intwo-ov three weeks. I want yow to-write often
and give me news; wgooabbyﬁowuyow%udmé

give my best respecty to-all enquiring friends from your affectionate

John Dorsey

letter # [10]
Sharpsburg; Maryland
Aug: 27t 1864
My Dear Wife,

Your kind letter of the 15th arvived safely on the 27th and I hasten to-
siege the first opp ity to-answer it. I amvwell and safe, although we have
been inva very %Wymw letter came to-hand. Yow caw see by thisy
that we are inv out of Virginia, we crossed the Potomac the night before
W«wmiﬁ e oclock after fighting nearly all day. I expect we will stay in
thiy vicinity some time, watching the fords; and/kwthewemy from
crossing the river. Garrett Puffer and wyself still ride side by side; he iy well. |
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I expect we will move soow so- I muust close. Give my respecty to- your
brothery and all inquirving friends, and write often to- your affectionate

' Johw Dorsey

letter # [11] (apparently Fall of 1864: no date)*

C C
Dear Wife sump neaw Cutpepper

I hawve not received av letter from yow since last monthv 12th and I feel
very angious to-heow from yow so-I have writtew too-letters over the maiter.
Inv stv and with regardy to- my healtiv it iy very never woy better.
The w is very fine peaches in blowm, fine for beasty but no-
gfiowwlgx?) over country iy (mowed?) to-a perfect commons. But I think

war will close thisy Fall, we hawve av very large army section 135 thowsand
mew in the Potomac and we have disertery from the reby about every day. I
have not much to- say with regawds to-this part for It would take me my whole
time to-let yow know and learn what I have seenw and learned since I came
into-the army. It iy a good school for any maw I cannot say I amv sorry. 1
wish yow world write to- me ag soonw as yow reseive thiy and let me know how
your iy and how the childrew is. And I oun move angious to-hear how
your healtivand my duldrmtthdw I would like yow to-write
soonw whether yow got your money with v ds to-bounty. Amd withv
regavds to-my starting bounty. I was mustered yesterday and I o going to-
try to-get o certificate (--7--) and send it home for the pay we expect our pay
this month and I will send some money to-yow.. I wish to- how the boys
ave, all friends; etc. So-no-more at present. Give my best to-all neighbory and
friends and share it yowrself:

Wrétwa&oftma&%gtwmI do- not (hear?) now often.

N.B. Direct your letter to-Washington, D.C., First Michigan Cav
Company B. And I ever remain your sincere husband

Johwnw Dorsey
Virginia

to-
Mary Dorsey, Emmett, Sinclaiv County
Gowvett P , Sillas and wmyself are together yet.

*this may be from around the first of March, 1865; there is no way to tell. Peach trees
were in bloom in April at Appomattox; there was also a "battle of the peach orchard”
earlier in the war.

letter # [12]
Camp 15t Mich Cov
Neawr Berryville, Va.
September 12th, 1864
Deawr Wife,

Ity with pleasure I take the present oppertunity of writing yow a few
hwlﬂ%%ka»%%y&dfatpr%m ﬂwsgzqu o
Dear WWW@M@%MWWMCW about four miles from av

littel place called Berryvi { icket. We haven't much fighting lately. ©
wa&éve/owﬁgktmbwrotmlettwmwbmoutalbr’ m.g/W@;bd;?’w
mustered for pay but i dowt know how soonw we will get it but i think we will

get it before long and i will send yow all & can spare.
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Dear Wife also-let me know how the draft is going and if any of the
y iy drafted from our town. Dear Wife if thay only come doww here and
us this waw will soon end for sure. prtg‘c;wyowha/vehmrd/almut

General Shermaw'y great Victory in Georgy, taking of Atlantw and 3
thouwsand prisoners. thaty a big damper ow the rvebels, and also-the taking of
the Weldonw R. Road at Petersburgh. AU the boyy from Kenockee awve all alive
yet and inv good health; for myself i was never in better health in my life, ©
am U ever way. Since i came soldiering U never mi o dayy
duty since v have been in the Regi  have beenw in 27 regular
engagementy this summer and the field and slept onw every night only
once.

Dear Wife keep up good spirity. i o going to-try hard this fall for a
ﬁwlouglvﬁrcomehamfm@seify&albth@wénta’. No-more at present. give
my best respecty to-all your brothery and all enquiring friends. Also-let me
know in regard to-my state bounty weather yow have got it yet or not. Write
soonw and often.

I remain your affectionate husband Untill Death,

Johw Dorcy
HURRAH FOR LITTEL MCLELLAN!
letter # [13]
Camp 1t Mich Cav
Near Middletown, Va
October 24th 1864
Dear WLfZIJce/th& ‘ of these few liney
It resend oppertunily of writing yow ’ ing to-
P e o ofgoodhealﬂvw%@y

sei}at?rmttﬂw]ogod/. Deaw Wife ity so-long since i heard from yow i
think that i am not doww here at all. ©have been inv another fi
the 19th of this month and came out all right again thank god. we
captuved 49 pieces of Artillery and about 50000 prisonery we had very good
Succesy and owr Regt lost very heavy and (i tell) yow this is no-heaw sy ©
have seew it all every bit of the artillery.

Dear Wife ity v W%?mtywdovwwréte/to-moﬁ'@w. v aw very
uneasy about yow the childrenw all the time and v wish yow would write
oftener thaw yow do-and also-tell the rest of the folks to- write also-let me
know how things iy getting along and what the newsy is. Give my best respecty
to- all enquiring friends write soow

From yowr husband

JohwDovcey
Co B 1st Mich Cav

Washington D.C.
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letter # [14]
Camp 15t Mich. Cav. Neawr Winchester, Vo
Jonuowry 3rd 1865
Deowr Wife,

I received your kind and ever welcome letter some time ago. And way
happy to-here yow and the children were enjoying good health which leaves
my,yd\}atprmt Dear Wife & have nothing of any Importance to-tell yow. i
have beenw in the Dismounted Camp for the last two- monthy and i just got out
to—the‘ﬁ?gtﬂwothe/r day. vam enjoying good healthvand never as well

myDW Wife we expect to- get our pay some time thisy montivand v will
send yow all i caw spare. Also-let me know in your next how much money yow
draw o month from the Supervisor. Also-let me know if yow keep your cow yet.
Dear wq@mgwwmwmmmmwww but v
think it iy w i cawv come home or not. let me know if yow
reside in the same place ov not.

Dear Edward i received, your kind letter and ways happy to-here yow
were well and enjoying good health. We hawve very cold w at present
doww heve. We are inv good quarters and enjoying owrselves. Edward yow
calculate we have some fury nw herve sometimes. Also-let me know in your
next letter what company Cow iy iv so-I can write t him, and also-who-johw

marrvied to: No-morve at present. Give my best respecty to-all Inquiving
%\dy Write soon and oblige
Johw Dorey

letter # [15]
Camp Russel
15t Mich Covalry
Near Winchester, Vo

January 8th/65
Deow Wife,

I received your kind letter of the 26th of last montivand was happy to-
heve that yow and the children were enjoying good health which leaves
myself at present thank God.

Deawr Wife we have been away from the Regt about two- monthsy and
dident have any chance to-write to- yow untill now. I have just come to-Regt
about two-weeks ago-and I found a lot of letters from yow and dident have

chance to- answer until now.

Dear Wife we ave at present in winter quoarters ond enjoying ourselvey
first rate. i expect o furlough in o le of weeks to- go- home see yow all
this winter if L can, but o will tell yow better in my next letter. L om going to-
write regular every week and i want yow to-answer it promptly. we %@
expecting our pay and i also-expect my state bounty every . no-more at
present. Give my best respecty to-all enquiring friends no- move at present.

write soonw without fai,
Frow your affectionate husband,
Johw Dorvcy
letter # [16] (probable)
Comp russel
Feburey the 18th
Deawr Wife

I now take the Present oportunity of Writeing yowA few lines #
Whuvywr%dm&mmﬂmtﬂ?zwdbﬁm@ymay@alimchﬂdrmf%
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ﬁzodzhelﬂv. I way Spekeing to-the first luitenent of my C to-Day And
md/ﬂuz,the/woslgAMmmgd’mg/A Spedtdlx;inwy .e”}%’r%éezgd/(/
want yow to-Write in your next leter that youw Are not expected to-live and
wwu,d)/,oww mind : ngwglwgfmﬁgmwglﬂﬁf cmlyi&;/ I&‘M@d\,

’ 7 to- bed A if Posible. AW Suti
Wu&%cmmgetwﬁdoughmmw regment. I M%tpaid/
yet but we Expect the pay master Tverey day. IlgotA leter from Patvick I
expect A leter from Nele the neve (--?--). Well I hent much to-Write this time
Plese Write as soone as yow reseive thisy make Now Delay what Ever be Caus it
Depends upow youer next leter whether I can come home ove Not. I will bring
my leter to-A céwNow move At present from youer Afectunate husbond. I
send my lo%/,e/to-yowAnd/the/ChddrmAnd/g«We/my best respecty to-all
Enceiri endy.

%W at Present from youer Afectunate husbond
Johw Dorcy

letter # [17]
Fel- the 26th/65

Deow Wife

I now take my pewv in hand two- inv form yow I am well at present and
hope these few ling will find yow in joyen the sam ing. We ar under
mawchiw ordery we stoart at six oclock the morning and the prospax of giting
a ferlo- iy out the questin we ar goiv ow av raid and solder isent supose to- no-
wher is he a goin. We havent got no-pay yet we how sizmontihvpoy due uy and
not one sent we got yet. I want yow to-send me wovd w yow canw git
that hundred dollary bounty or not or whether yowhaw got it or not. I want
yowto-keep up your corvey (?--cowrage?) for thisy cruel war will suww cuwm to-av
close. it iy ow ity last legs and & want yow two-write as offerv as yow can and I
will do-the soum and yow shel her from me ever chance I caw git to-write and
yow canw write ay offen ay ony a week whether yow git o letter from me ov not.
I havent no- more tume two- write so-I will bid yow good by thiy from o true
and fexnet (affectionate?) husbew wntdxale/ﬂvGod/blmmyow ond the Children.

J Dovcey

Outside in another hand: (Censor, perhaps)
JohwDovey, Excp Michigaw St. Clare Emmitt: SANATED

letter # [18]
Camp 15t Michigaw Cavalry
White House Landing
Mawrch 24th 1865
e e the of these fow liney
I resent Oppertunily of wriling yow ’ ing to-
myself at Present, thank God. Deow Wife, we broke up cw onwthe 27th of
February and took up owr line of mawrch up the 'V mavched twenty
y i successiov everey day without ever getting out of the Saddel and
rode about 500 miles and torve up all the Railvoody around Richmond and
also-the Richmond and Lynchburgh Canal and destroyed Millions worth of
property i tell yow we done apile of damage. Dear wife whenw we arrived here
v v would hawve av letter fromv yow sure but i dident receive any. Deow
wife there iy great talk about peace agairn ity come to-that old Jeff. Dowviy iy
leaving to-General Lee and General Grant to-Settel the war and old Abraham
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Linconw sayy that he has something to- about settling thisy war i telll yow
wha:td:wthatﬂwﬂwﬁ i tobosef%beforeﬂwwmmﬂw@ovwx

1 never looked move favor than they do- now. Deamw&fwwe/bgfrtow
pay night but & havent chance to-send yow some money unttlh we get
whare thare iy & an E rm%amdxauo-letwwk«mw in yowr next if yow
got them Hundred e on that bond or not. i received a letter from Pat
and thay are all well in that Department. Dear Wife yow need not look for
me writing regudow for we may be onthe mavch all the time and i cant write
regulaw but & will write ay oftew ay i can get a chance. but be suwre yow and
write regular no- morve at Present. Give my best respecty to-all Inquiring
friends write soon and oblige

JohwnwDorcy

Co: B. 1st Mich: Cavalry
Washington D.C
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