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by RICHARD CONNIFF

“When the Music in Our Parlors
Brought Death to Darkest Africa

FEW YEARS AGO, I bought an old ship captain’s
bouse in a handsome, if somewhat rundown,
community on the Connecticut River. At one end
of my street stood an abandoned 19th Century factory.
At the other end, near my house, was a river landing.
[ knew very little about either, ——
except that | liked to watch
the river landing from the
window next to my writing ta-
ble. Then one day, i a store
or the lbrary, | saw an old
photograph of a horse-drawn
cart on @ familiar-looking
street carrying V32 tusks of
fory worth $9,000.”

I soon learned that, the
factory down the street bad
manufactured piano keys and
that the river landing bad
been a mafor unloading point
for ivory shipped from Zan-
ztbar vig Salem, Massachusetts, in the early years and
New York later on. As recently as the 19305, wagonioads
of whole elephant tusks had been trundled past my
bouse to the factory, which was owned by Pratt, Read &
Co. This factory and a competing factory in the next
town over {a place called Ivoryton) had been the major
U.S. comsumers of tvory and among the leading con-

sumers in the world. For a time they had so dominated
the ivory trade that their business determined not just
demand in Zanzibar, the masor trading center, but even
the price paid for tusks in the East African bush, where
the elephants were being killed. They were major buyers
during the period of whole-
sale slaughtering of Africals
elephanits, from abowt 1860
t0 1930, According to various
estimaies, 25,000 to 100,000
animals died each year then,
the vast mafority of them o
supply the raw material for
the prano keys that bright-
ened every Victorian parlor.

I began to see vestiges of
the business here and there
around town: an old bleach-
g shed for ivory now rotting
in a side yard not far away,
@ sleigh stored in a garage
which once carried tusks from river landing to factory
through the winter snow. | became acquainted with a
daughter of one of the old tvory traders, and one day she
brought down a carved chest full of business correspon-
dence and @ scattering of Zanzibar cloves, stifl redolent
after seventy-five years, 1 began 1o make serious inquiries
inio the tvory trade.

N 1798, in a village just up
from the mouth of the Connecticut Rivet, a clockrnaker
named Phineas Pratt invented a saw for cutting ele-
phants’ teeth. It was an unlikely spot tw set up in the
ivory trade, Elephants did not wander the heavily
wooded north shore of Long Island Sound, and mas-
todons had disappeared from the area 10,000 years be-
fore, leaving lietle trace. Elephant herds were abundant
then in Africa, of course, but shifting sandbars made the
Connecticut River ill suited to heavy shipping or to direct
transatlantic trade,
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Nevertheless, tusks were at hand. Andrew Lord, a
neighbor of Pratt’s in the Potapaug quarier of the Say-
brook Colony, had a retiable enough supply. as early as
1789, to set up in business sawing vory combs by hand.
Abel Prart, son of Phineas, soon was 2lso turning out
ivory combs at a rate of 250 a day. Phineas Praut's inven-
tion, a citcular saw driven by hand at first, then by wind,
and finally by water, mechanized this tedicus work,
enabling American craftsmen to compete with older and
more expetienced British combmakers. Along the banks
of the Connecticut Rivet, it soon produced 2 small flock
of ivory-cutting shops. In time two neighboring villages,
the present-day lvoryton and Deep River, would build up
around the business Pratt’s saw had started. A retired
trader would later write that the children of the two com-
munities "have for generations been born to the touch
of ivoty and have cut their teeth on ivory rings.”

In the factories, men and women who probably could
not have distinguished an African elephant from an
Asian clephant would nonetheless learn 1o tell Congo
ivory from Sudanese, Mozambique, Senegalese, or Abys-
sinian ivory, Egyptian soft from Egyptian hard, Zanzibar
prime from Zanzibar cutch. (""The last lot of Ambriz is
very coarse,” Pratt, Read & Co. advised its supplier in
1894, as the business was approaching its peak. “Our
ivory cutters call it Niger rather than Ambriz.”) They also
came to know the exact uses for which each was best
suited, and the least wasteful technique for “junking”
tusks into blocks, and for sawing and shaping the blocks
into all their possible products.

They made combs, of course, and cutlery handles.
They also learned to cut ivory into page matkers, letter
openers, erasable reminder sheets, business cards, dom-
ino pieces, fold-out toothpicks, cuff links, collar buttons,
nit combs (small and fine-toothed for picking lice and
their eggs out of the hair), “Congress folders” for creas-
ing paper, and spatula-like “flour triers” used in check-
ing flour for warms. Scraps were sold, or burned to make
ivory black, which copper-plate printets used in their ink.
Ivory dust was locally prized as fertilizer.

The workers in the factoties learned to shave a sk
into sheets, like paper, for painters of miniature por-
traits. {In 1851 one of these sheets, fourteen inches wide
and fifty-two feet long, was sent to the World's Fair in
London and hung from the dome of the Crystal Palace.)
They learned that ivory varied in density, from the coarse
grain near the surface (graded No. 5 ivory) to the finer
grain at the inside (No. 1) and that a billiard ball would
only roll straight if it came from dead center. (Tusks are
hollow for about a third of their length, o about the
point where they emerge from the elephant’s head, and
solid thereafter.) The tusks of female elephants were best
for making billiard balls because they tended to be short
and less curved. The long nerve running out to the tip,
which sometimes meandered in male tusks, ran right
down the middle in the female. A well-made ivory bil-
liard ball thus had two black specks, centered on opposite
sides, where the netve ran, and it rolled true as a result,

Most particularly, though, the ivory workers of the
Connecticut River Valley learned the art of cutting tusks
into thin wafers to be glued onto sugar pine or basswood
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and formed into piano keyboards. From mid-century on,
their product dominated the booming piano business,
to the near-exclusion of competitots. When Paderewski

~ barnstormed the country on behalf of Steinway & Sons,

when Scott Joplin composed “Maple Leaf Rag,” when
countless young ladies in their patlors executed “The Dy-
ing Poetr" —mote of less skillfully-~they played on ivory
that most probably came from either Comstock, Che-
ney & Co. of Ivoryton o its larger rival, Pratt, Read &
Co., four miles north in Deep River. To supply what
amounted to a national mania for the piano, Pratt, Read
alone was at onc point cutting 12,000 pounds of ivory
a month, Tusks then averaged sixty or sevenry pounds
apiece, so the ghosts of well over a thousand elephants
trooped through its workrooms each year. No one kept
count of the human ghosts left by the ivory trade, but
they were certainly more numerous, Henry M. Stanley.
the explorter, once wrote that every pound of ivory “has
cost the life of a man, woman, or child” in Africa. The
factories in Deep River and Ivoryton required a pound
and a half of ivory to make 2 single keyboard.

The story still sometimes repeated locally is that the
ivory trade got its start when New England slavers hid out
in the Connecticut River Valley in the 18th Century. In
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“sitable, another metchant wrote, since

one improbable version of this story, the ivory merely
served as ballast for the transatlantic voyage, which the
captains then dumped on the tiverbanks. According to

.another vetsion, it was the captain’s privilege to carty a

small cargo from Africa to sell for his personal profit.
Ivory, being cheap in Africa and easily marketable on the
American coast, suited this purpose petfectly.

The story is doubtful on several points, Slavers in Af-
rica did indeed routinely acquire ivory along with their
human chattel, but not for the captain’s “privilege” or
for ballast. A London merchant sending a ship out to Af-
rica in 1728 instructed his captain, typically, to “make
what trade you can at all places for Gold, Elephants
Teeth, Negroes, or any other Commodity you can meet
with for my advantage.” The teeth wete particularly de-
“in that com-
modity there’s no Mortality to be feard.” Most of the
ivory seems to have gone to England, but some was also
sold with the slaves in Barbados, Curacao, and other
points in the New World, In 1687, for example, the
Royal Africa Company complained that an intetloper
had violated its monopoly on trade between the two
newly opened continents by importing “fout negroe
Servts” and 2,127 pounds of “elephants teeth” into the

Dirtones of elepbant fvory, fvory combs, aned foory-
bandled buttonhooks —artifacts of “an American
husiness that wonld bave a large and bloody role
i reshaping Africa.” Frery pound of fvaory, it weas
seeicd, cost the life of a man, woman, or child.

“plantation of Newyorke.”

The New England slavers of the 18th Century would
have been no less sensitive than their British counterparts
to the commercial possibilities of “teeth.” But the Africa
trade flourished mainly in Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts, not Connecricur, and since slaving was not out-
lawed until 1807, the slave-ship captains were more likely
to have been dining at home than hiding out on the
Connecticut River.

Ivory would have come to the river second-hand. The
small ships that could navigate the river easily were suited
mainly to trade along the American coast and to the West
Indies. In 1789, the year the Potapaug quarter produced
its first ivory comb, the river towns had twenty-five ships
in the Caribbean islands during the first three months
alone. And this was deemed a slow year,

The sea captamns were Yankee traders, with instructions
to buy or sell anything that would rarn a profit, includ-
ing the ship itself. One of these shrewd men perhaps saw
ivory being offered in Barbados or Newport or Salem and
bought it on the chance of a profitable sale back on the
river. He might have thought his chances were good be-
cause of a tradition, paralleling that of the Yankee trader,
of the Yankee inventor and manufacturer. Two huadred
years of colonial 1sclation had required “even the sober-
est Puritan . . . to devote much of his tume to manufacrur-
ing farm implements and household goods,” one scholar
has written. The result was a wealth of mechanical skills
and ingenuity: “Eli Whitney, Samuel Morse, Charles
Goodyear, and Samuel Colt are merely the best known of
a host of Connecticut Yankees whose inventiveness and
enterprise would transform the economy of their state.”
Phineas Pratt and his saw, both now forgotten, did not
perhaps transform the economy of Connecticut, But they

- were the beginning of an American business that would
have a large and bloody role in reshaping Africa.

HE TWO MEN who did most to put the
tvory business on a sound footing in the Con-
necticut River Valley were both “saving”
men, careful stewards of 1ime and money, practical and
relentlessly industrious. They were also both religious and
had a strong sense of moral responsibility, at home and

. abroad. Both became abolitionists eatly, when it was risky

to do so in Connecticut, and both ventured reputation,
livelihood, and even personal safety in the anti-slavery
cause. Neither seems to have had any inkling of how
thoroughly his livelihood depended on the slave trade.

Julius Pratt {a son of Phineas) and George Read (whose

stster had married another son of Phineas Pract) both en-
tered the ivory business at about the same time, in the

first decade of the 19th Cenrury. Both soon struck out on

their own, taking Pratt’s saw with them. By 1819 Read’s

comb factory in Deep River was employing twenty men.
A few years later Julius Pratt’s factory in Meriden, twenty-
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some miles to the northwest, was cutting ivory from six-
thirty in the motning till nine at night, with a half-hour
off for lunch and another half-hour for dinnet.

Julius Pratt was a holy monster. His son later recol-
lected him as “a man of iron will ... cherishing an
implacable hatred to all forms of laziness, an untiring
worker, extracting from himself and those in his employ 2
rigid discipline.” Both Pratt and his wife were strict Puri-
tans, “‘and most forms of amusement werc in their esti-
mation a sin.” The son wrote that his “sedate and good”
sister grew up in "an atmospherc of depression and fear
lest she should transgress unconsciously some rule of mor-
als or religion.” Once, when the son was four, his father
caught him singing for the loungess at a local grocery.
Snatching him from the circle of admirers, Julius Pract
cartied the child to a bridge on the route home, “grasped
my neck band with one hand and my waist band witch the
other and shied me like a frog into the water below . .."

George Read’s temperament was considerably less
drastic. A boy who knew Read in the 1840s and 505 as the
patriarch of Deep River wrote that he was “about six feet
in height, clean shaven, blue-eyed; a quiet, silent man.”
The town, which numbered no more than twenty houses
when he began in business, grew up around this “ruling
genius” of the ivory company. He founded the Baptist
church, the local bank, and the town cemetery. But it was
also his maxim that “no Christian man ought to accumu-
late over $25.000." “I think he lived up to his prin-
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In an 1859 painting by Thomas Baines, a bull elepbant is fired on from a launch on Malawi’s Shire River.

ciples,” the writer noted, “earning largely and pi.y,
v

liberally for those days.” He took a tactturn tnterest |,

every new development, making the rounds of the 4
lage several times a day. The writer added thae, wi,,,
Read’s influence was great, he was so reticent, or so pyij,,
in what he chose to say, that the people had o gues, 4
his meaning, not atways kindly. At one point, hiy w,
said, “Mt. Read, do you know the people say you did .
and s0?" Read replied, “No, I did not do that, by ].
do worse things.”

By 1828 Read was already an active stationmuster o,
the Underground Railroad. In that year, a fugitive sl
was directed from New Haven to seek refuge with Read 4,
Deep River. Read put him up in the family home for (} .
next twenty years. Decp River was evidently a reasonub
safe refuge for runaway slaves, being out of the way an.
abolitionist. The local branch of the Anti-Slavery Sk ict.,
founded in 1835 by George Read, had sixty member.
more than the New Haven branch.

Meriden also had a thriving Anti-Slavery Society, bui
faced fierce local opposition. When Julius Pratt 4
others invited an anti-slavery lecturer to speak at the
Congregational church in 1837, 2 riot ensued. Deman
strators bartered down the church doors and pelted the
audience with eggs; two townsmen confronted each othe:
at knifepoint. On another occasion, when several Mer.
iden businessmen were urging accommodation of the-
South, Pratt is said to have uttered a reply thar spoke «
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3¢ -giving ! mulmneously of the sanitary f‘unctiop of his plroduct. of f
neerest in : the Connecticut monopoly on the ivory business, and ;
o the vil. ¢ of dichard abolitionist sentiments: “If the southerners :
tat, while ' Jon’t want to buy my comnbs, they can go lousy.” ;
it so pithy Ivory might have appcglcd to such men as George :
o guess at | Read gnd Julius Pratt precisely because it sccmedlfrcc of :
his wife the taint of slavery. Even Moses Brown of Providence, £
: -,ou did so who knew the Africa trade both as a merchant and as an z
aat, but | abolivionist, apparently believed it to be a clean business.
i In 1783 he sent an carnest lecter imploring a Rhode Is-
 master on | land trading firm pot to mount 2 slaving voyage. He re-
 1uive slave J called the shame of his own early participation in sla.vmg,
L Readin :  and then he made it clear that trade in gold dust, ivory,
oeforthe | or wax all satisfied his quick conscience as moral alterna-
casonably l tives for the Africa trade. Read and Prate probably shared
¢ way and ‘i 1his satisfaction, but there 13 no ewf:lcncc to prove It. Both
r Society, men chose as partner and ivory imporier a Providence
[5 embers— ,  merchant named Thomas Howard. Litde is known about
] . him-—except that in one researcher’s very thorough list-
ey, butit | ing of 934 slavers sent out by Rhode Island berween 1709
Pratt and and 1807, Howard's name does not wrn up as either
ak at the awner of captain.,
i Demon- Few Westerners knew where the ivoty came from or
aclted the how it reached the African coast. The interior of Africa
t =uch other was a blank expanse on the map. Knowledge of ivory and
veral Mer- Jave raiding there was almost nonexistent. Pliny hafj]
written that the luxurious tastes of the Romans cause _
% ?':pzicd;if the forests to be “ransacked for ivory.” But he also re- A l’Of‘ff’“f-f of Gf»’o"ifé’ Rc.’ad..He and Julius Pratt were
abolitionists with “no inkling of bow thoroughly

ported that the land beyond the Atlas Mountains
"swarm with every kind of elephant.” Elephants were ru-
moted to be so numetous that in places the tusks served
iribesmen as doorposts and interior partitions in their
huts, and as poles for tethering cattle. Adventurers of the
19th Century were to find both reports dead accurate, 2
situation Western tastes promptly remedied.

N 1830, SENSING what Henry Stanley later

called “splendid opportunities for commencing

a mercantile business,” John Bertram of Salem

chartered the ship Black Warrior and sailed to Zanzibar.

- The trip marked the opening of regular Western trade

with Zanzibar, which Bertram was to-dominate for the
rest of his life. It was not just a personal fandmark; Zan-
zibar was to supply the bulk of the world’s ivory for the
remainder of the century.

Bertram's prosperity was assuted by a dumber of devel-
opments apart from his own enormous enterprise. At
about that time, another Massachusetts man, Lowell Ma-
son, was organizing the Boston Academy of Music, which
macked the beginning of the "“better music” movement
in the United States. Mason’s campaign for music appre-
ciation had a missionary character. Its aim was “the per-
fecting of man’s emotional or moral nature.” It coincided
with the stirting of similar aspirations in the rapidly ex-
panding middle class, which had an eye both for teal
cultural uplift and for the symbols of its new status.
The piano, having benefited from recent technical
developments, fit both needs. It also fir neatly as the
centerpiece of the middle-class parlor. In the Connecticut
River Valley, in March 1839, George Read cut his first pi-
ano keys. Business in Zanzibar began picking up nicely.

"

their liveliboods depended on the slave trade.

“Zanzibar presents a very imposing appearance. .. is
very level and luxuriant,” wrote Michael Shepard, on an
1844 trading voyage for his father and John Bertram,
who were then partners. *The town presents a very good
appeatanice from the harbour . . . composed of stone and
covered with choca, or mortar.”” On shore, unfortunately,
filth and “horrid smells’’ assaulted the visitor. (David
Livingstone, who was not especially fastidious, later
called it “'Stinkibar.”") Situated a few hours by sail off the
mainland, it teemed with the varied merchandise of East
Africa, for which it was the principal entrepdt. Recog-
nizing the island’s growing commercial importance,
Sayid Said of Muscat had recently made Zanzibar the
capital of his extensive East African dominions.

Shepard wrote that the local merchants, a mixed group
of Arabs and Indians, “obtain the ivory of these people
for almost nothing, giving 2 string of beads ot a small coil -
of brass wire for a tooth weighing 140 pounds or even
more.” He also noted, without comment: "It is the cus-
tom to buy a tooth of ivory and a slave with it to carry it
to the sea shore. Then the ivory and slaves are carried to
Zanzibar and sold.” The slaves, he added, were “dis-
charged in the same manner as a load of sheep would be,
the dead ones thrown overboatd to drift down with the
tide . . . the natives come with a pole and push them from
the beach.” '

Ivory and slave trading had been linked for centuries,
alternating in importance according to which was more
vatuable at a given moment. In the 1840s Arab caravans




An engraving from an 1897 Scientific American
shows “natives carrying elepbants’' tusks 1o Congo."

from Zanzibar to the interior hecame increasingly com-
mon as demand for both commodities boomed. The
British anti-slave campaign in West Africa caused Arab,
Brazilian, French, Spanish, and American slavers (the last
often disguised as whalers) to try theit luck in East Africa.
At the same time, Bertram's agent in Zanzibar reported
that European and Ametican competitors had arrived to
stir up the trade in ivory.

“You must be aware,’ he wrote in 1849, when the
Arab caravans were overdue in Zanzibar, “'that we cannot
always have our choice of Ivory, and are sometimes
obliged to take in some Ivory of less than 50 lbs weight &
pieces which we know are not good; but competition
obliges us to do this.” The Germans were particularly
troublesome; they had one brig “waiting for Ivory alone™
for more than a month. English demand was also strong,
and the American competition was so fierce that the Ber-
tram man had told his rivals “that we should not be
driven out of Zanuibar by anybody.” To guarantee this,
he obtained a list of everyone bringing ivory into the is-
land and went out early in the morning knocking on
doors to buy it.

The Western buyers were shrewd enough to keep up
the price for ivory even when the supply improved, as in
1851. “You will then say, why not reduce the price of
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goods,"” the new Bertram man wrote his superiors. T},
we have done slightly on Ivory, but it must be done prag.
ually, as the natives from the interior, having received
large price at one time for their Ivory, go back o procure
more, calculating to receive the same price again, & pay
more for it themselves. Then, if when they come .
the coast they find it reduced, they are disy,
pointed .. . thereby preventing others from coming fo;
a length of time.”

The important thing was to kcep the system of supply
in motion. The caravans were at first relatively brief expe.
ditions, under three hundred miles. The trader brough
along a cadre of trusted slaves, each armed and carrying,
trade goods—notably the Massachusetis-made cotn,
cloth known everywhere as mertkant. They returned wul;
long lines of slaves chained together at the neck and car.
tying raw tusks for Zanzibar. Gunpowder, anather com.
modity supplied by the Westerners, aided this commerce
appreciably. It was always in demand. In 1851 an Amen.
can business agent in Zanzibar wrote, “Our market for
al] articles of American & European produce (except for
powder) is very dull..."” This efficient system of supply
would shortly accelerate into frenzy. In the hands ol
slavers and tribesmen, “powder” would achieve mirackes
of depopulation, eliminating human beings and ele.
phants from vast, ravaged areas of East Africa.

The Connecticut River Valley companies were at that
point already an important force in the wold ivory mar.
ket. By the early 1840s Julius Pratt’s son, also named
Julius, had joined the firm.

“In November, 1845, young Pratt later wrote, "]
went to England on business. We wete threatened with a
short stock of ivory, for which we had always depended
on Salemn, Mass., merchants, who imported direct from
the African coast, and I was scnt in company with Mr.
George Read, an old gentleman interested in our bust.
ness, to make purchase in London.” Read, then fifty-
cight, was in fact a partnet in Julius Pratt & Co. in add;-
tion to managing his own company. Their trip was
successful, as Praet noted with offhand boastfulness:
“We arranged for the needed supply, although with the
result of disturbing the ivory market of the world by rais-
ing the price ten to fificen percent.”

Young Pratt proved himself to be a shrewd busi-
nessman. He soon proposed thar the three largest ivory
companies—Julius Pratt & Co., George Read & Co., and”
Pratt Brochers & Co. {which his cousins were operating in
Deep River)—buy out two smaller competitors in the
area and take control of the market. Instead of fighting
each other for customers, all three would sell through a
single agent ia New Yotk—himself. In 1863 the three
companies merged and began operating in Deep River as
Pratt, Read & Co. Praut later wrote:

“The ivory comb business and piano key business was
very profitable during the time I was manager in New
York, commencing in 1851 and ending in 1869, the an-
nual sales averaging $500,000. Wich the exception of one
rival manufactory, which had been created and encout-
aged by cettain large dealers in New Yotk, who were op-
posed to out so-called monopoly, all the goods of our
class that were consumed in the Western world, including
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(e, Central and South America, passed through my -
hands. The goods had almost the fixed value of coin; our |
es were for cash, while most other goods were sold onn

Jst months’ time.”

I'he tival was S.M. Comstock & Co., in what was 1o be-
.ome Ivoryton. Samuel Comstock, born in the Potapaug
jquartet, the ninth child of a captain in the West Indies
.(ule, had begun making ivory toothpicks in 1847 and
uickly expanded into comb-making. In 1860 Geotge A.
¢ heney joined the firm, and the newly christened Com-
ek, Cheney & Co. added a piano-key line. Cheney was
2 significant addidon to the ivory-cutting business, He
had gone to Zanzibar for a Rhode Island firm at the age
of twenty and had spent twelve years in Africa, trading
.Joth, powder, and kerosene for ivory. At one point he
purchased 60,000 pounds brought in by a single caravan.
(heney's family was subsequently allied with the New
vork and London trading firm of Arnold, Hines & Co.
(later Arnold, Cheney & Co.), which was the principal ri-
val 10 John Bertram in Zanzibar. The bartle for control of
\he ivory market in America was thus being fought on
(wo fronts: Zanzibar and the Connecticut River Valley.

41X

ETWEEN 1852 AND 1860, production of

pianos in the United States more than dou-

bled, from 9,000 to 22,000 annually. Even
the larger figure adds up to only 33,000 pounds of
ivory-—the tusks of fewet than three hundred elephants a
year. But this was only the beginning, as keen busi-
nessmen would readily have perceived. (It was also, of
course, only a pottion of the total ivory business in this
country.) The growth begun in that decade would soon
make the United States the largest piano manufacturer in
the world, producing 350,000 pianos in the peak year of
1910, more than twice as many as the Germans, who
were the nearest competitors.

American audiences of the 1850s were hardly con-
noisseurs, either of the piano or music generally. In his
History of Mustc in American Life, Ronald Davis writes
that they put musical performance in about the same cat-
egory as the circus, to be applauded mainly for what was
odd or astonishing. jenny Lind’s tour of the country in
1851 was a triumph largely because it was organized and
promoted by the champion huckster PT. Barnum. Those
who followed in her wake found that gimmicks—of both

frory-buyer Ernst Moore reclines atop Zanzibar s largest shipment: 355 tusks weighing 22,200 pounds.
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ihe promotional and performing varictics—were essen-
1al. Leopold de Meyer drew crowds by announcing that
ne would petform melodics on the piano with efbows,
yi~ts, and even a cane, Another pianist appeared on stage
with a string of sleigh bells attached 1o his right Jeg,
which he stuck out and shook at appropriate passages.
1 rouse the pattiotic fecvor of backcountry audiences,
fouls Moreau Gottschalk played “Yankee Doodle” with
ane hand and, at the same time, "Hail, Columbia” with
the other.” “A program featuring sixtecn pianists on eight
pianos could count on reasonable success,” Davis writes.

But if they lacked a certain sophistication at first,
American audiences made up for it by their enthusiasm.
tsottschalk, a romantic figure who performed in white
oloves, became a matinee idol, and women sometimes
rushed the stage o snatch away his gloves and tear at his
Jothing. Davis weites: “He was able to create an audi-
enee for piano recitals even in arcas where a grand piano
el was a rarity.” Jonas Chickering, the Boston piano-
maker, recognized a good thing for business and signed
him up to play Chickering pianos exclusively.

The growing interest in the ptano was also good for the
sheet music business. Stephen Foster's “Old Folks at
{fome” (“Way Down upon the Swanee Ribber”} sold
40,000 copies in 1851-52, followed almost immediately
by sales of 50,000 each for “Massa’s in de Cold, Cold
(round” and My Old Kentucky Home,” which was ap-
parently based on the novel Uncle Tom's Cabin. The sen-
timental and the maudlin did fierce battle for prece-
dence in sales, Among the favorite themes, according to
[Vavis, were ‘‘dead babies, crippled children, blessed old
decrepit grandparents, dying sweethearts, and ascents
into Heaven.”

People bought sheet music to sing, of course, usually .

around the patlot piano. “Every American woman feels
bound to play the piano, just as she feels bound 1o wear
clothes,” a French visitor reporied in 1860. In the post-
Civil War prosperity of 1867, the A#lantic Monibly noted
that for a couple setting up house, the piano was “only
less indispensable than a kitchen range.” The piano in
the parlor did not merely embody the ideal of the fami-
ly at home; it helped create it. In England a musician
noted that where “nearly all” amusements in pre-
Victorian days had been “away from home and in public;
now, with the mote educated portion of society, the
greater part is at home and within the family circle,
music on the piano concributing the principal feature.”

The piano was taking hold of the country at all levels,
among the wealthy and the working class, and for all mu-
sical purposes. At one end of the market, the Steinways
and Chickerings were constantly improving the piano's
sound {(winning imitation as well as respect from German
competitors) and contracting with the finest virtuosi to
show off their products. At the other end, a Massachu-
setes man, Joseph P Hale, had begun manufacturing
pianos “as he would have manufactured bedsieads”
—the wortds are from a manufacturer of high-quality
pranos—halving labor costs and trading on low inventory
to make a piano even farmers could afford. The same
competitor conceded that Hale and his followers enabled
dealers to seli ten ttmes more pianos than “if they had

been restricted to the sale of high-class makes only.”

At cither end of the market, no substitute was avail-
able for vory. In contact with the human hand, t pos-
sessed what one writer called an "exquisiteness” matched
by no other material: "It is yiclding to the touch, yet
firm; cool, yet never cold or warm, whatever the tem-
perature; smeoth 1o the point of slipperiness, so that
the fingers may glide from key o key instanuly, yer
presenting just enough friction for the slightest touch of
the finger to cacch and depress the key and to keep the
hatdest blow from sliding and losing its power.”

HE PROCESS of getting vory from the tusk
to the keyboard would have been a closely
guarded secret throughout the 191th Century.
In an 1892 letter abourt a new apprentice, a director of
Pratt, Read wrote: “'A stranger should not be introduced
10 the valuable sccrets of the business,” particularly the
“mantpularions required” in the oil bleaching process,
“until he...is known to be Pratt Read Company's
man.” Later accounts of the business must therefore suf-

' fice, bur it is likely that a 19th Century ivory cutter would

have recognized the techniques deseribed.
The first step in breaking down the sk was 1o cross-
section it into cylindrical pieces just over four inches long

“and with the ends parallel—a sort of solid ivory drum.

Since the tusk was gracefully curved o start with, this
meanr cutting out waste wedges between the drums—a
process an agent of the company aptly described as
“straightening the tusk by wedges” (the cutters them-
selves called it “junking”}. A skilled marker then studied
each drum and drew 2 precise map on one end showing
where subsequent cuts should be made.

The drum had to be slit lengthwise inco blocks, each
approximately the length and width of a piano key. In

‘the marker’s map, these blocks, scen end-on, radiate
“from the center of the tusk. The wedge-shaped bits in be-

tween the blocks went to scrap, and the object for the

"marker was to get the best possible position of the gtain

on the key surface with the least possible waste. The
blocks in turn had to be reduced either to tails (the nar-
row picces between the black keys on the piano) or to
heads (the wide pieces in front, where the fingers
touched); tails were four inches long and heads two. Fi-
nally, both head and tail blocks had to be “parted” hori-
zontally into piano key veneers, sixteen of them per inch
of ivoty.

These cateful steps required the use of a modified
band saw (or junking machine), a parting saw, a scoring
saw, blocking saws, facing saws, and slitting saws. Each
saw was equipped with a water jet to play over the work
surface and prevent burning of the ivory. In the eatly
yvears the saw blades “were thin as paper, and were im-
ported from France.” Since the kerf of the saw translated
into sodden and very expensive dust, the operator also
had to pay constant attention to the condition of his
blade. Bullets embedded in the tusk would, in time, be-
come a frequent hazard.

. The cutting room seems, from the accounts of report-
ors who visited there, to have been an odd blend of the
industrial and the sensual. It smelled of bleaching liquid
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and ivory dust—the latter “a penetrating, unpleasant
odor not unlike the smell of burning bones.” But “to ob-
serve a man at work with ivory” was “to watch a man in
love.” The material constantly asserted its luster, warmth,
and beauty. “As it is sorted, sliced, cut, and matched,”
one reporter wrote, "each workman actually fondles and
caresses it.”

From the cutters, the ivory went on to soak in a bleach-
ing solution—kerosene in the early days and hydrogen
peroxide later. The vencets were then set on racks under
the glass of long bleaching sheds, which resembled
greenhouses holding up blank calling cards to the sun. It
took thirty sunny days to achieve the desired whiteness.
The picces were then sorted for color and grain, and later
glued, with a layer of linen in between, o the wood of
the piano keyboard. Much trimming and refining and
polishing followed to produce the finished product: a
seven-and-one-third-octave piano scale of thirty-six black
keys (ebony or dyed birch) and fifty-two white ivory keys,
which was promptly shipped to Chickering, Steinway, ot
any of scores of other piano-makers.

UT IF THE SECRETS of ivory cutting re-

mained jealously guarded, the scandalous

details of the ivory trade in Africa became
incteasingly public from the 1860s on,

All of the great explotess, beginning with Burton and
Speke, who set out from Zanzibar in 1856, had their hor-
ror stories to enlighten and alarm the world, and also to
thrill it. Of necessity, all of them followed the slave and
ivory routes and relted on the protection of Arab traders
for their survival. The Arabs, they reported, seized slaves
to ransom for ivory, then scized more slaves to carry the
ivory out to the coast. These traders befriended tribal
chiefs and used their help to empty an area of tusks, then
slaughtered or enslaved their former allies and burned
their villages. They herded long lines of half-starved cap-

tives, bound with chains that Stanley said would have re-
strained an elephant, on marches that lasted months.
Those who lagged behind were slaughtered. At Uji, an
Arab outpost on the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika, 2
French travelet wrote that the dead and dying were aban.
doned to the hyenas, who were so sated with human flesh
that they left corpses half-eaten. An English missionary
visiting there saw eight slaves suffering from smallpox
who had been placed close to the water so the crocodiles
could carry them off after sunset. He asked an Arab why
no effort was made to cure the smallpox and save theit
lives: "*'Oh,’ he replied, with a shrug of the shoulders,
‘it’s not worth it. They are pagans, and we have had all
the expense and trouble of bringing them from the
Congo for nothing. Who will carry their load of ivory to
the coasc?’ "

Livingstone estimated that no more than one in five
slaves who started for the coast reached their destination,
and not more than one in nine on some routes. And yet
at the height of the trade, 30,000 slaves a year arrived in
Zanzibar,

The constant trafficking in slaves emptied the coun-
tryside. Where the coastline had been densely populated
at the beginning of the 19th Century, it now took eigh-
teen days’ march—about 150 miles—to reach an African
village of any size. Much of the ivory and slave raiding

- was necessarily concentrated west of Lake Tanganyika, in

part of what is now Zaire.

Henry Stanley, who launched at least one of his expe-
ditions from the Bertram establishment in Zanzibar.
later wrote: "In 1878, Abed-bin-Salem despatched coast-
ward a caravan consisting of Manyuema slaves bearting
350 tusks. At Zanzibar, the ivory was sold, and the pro-
ceeds invested in double-barrelled guns, Minie rifles, and
carbines, gunpowder, petcussion caps, buckshot, and bar
lead. Within twenty months the new weapons and war

PRl

munitions reached Nyangwé." Pillaging expeditions
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woie soon under way along the Leopold, Lufu, Lowa,
{11a. and Ulindi rivers. _

“{vory was the first object of the raiders, women the
«wond, children the third,” Stanley wrote. “lvory was
qow rapidly rising in value, for the slaughter of fifty
Jhousand elephants a year makes it scarce. In this region,
Litherto unexploited, it was abundant.” Here the uibes-
aren used ivory to chop wood on, as a workbench for
_arvings, as a loose framework for a bedding of Phrynia
jeaves, as pestles, and as seats for elders in the council
Louse. “In a village,” Stanley said, ““there would proba-
plv be found, on an average, ten tusks, good, bad, and
ndifferent, thirty full-grown women, and fifty chitdren
Jhove five years old, besides a few infants.”

The most notorious of the Arab traders, Tippoo Tib,
was also in Nyangwé at about that time, He was a figure
of vonsiderable charm and ability who gave vital help to
Livingstone, Stanley, Cameron, Wissmann, Swann, and
other European exploters. They typically described him
 “graceful and polite,” and also as a plunderer and a
imass murderer, the scourge of Central Africa. Tippoo,
horn Hamed bin Muhammed, liked to say thar tribes-
men had given him his nickname because it echoed the
~sound of guns” or because it meant “gatherer of
wealth,” and he readily admitted his depredations.
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Are 1840 watercolor of Zanzibar barbor crowded
with ships, and a postcard showing a Zanzibar
street. Traders exchanged New England gunpowder
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In any case, there were plenty of other witnesses. In
1882 Tippoo was coming down to Zanzibar with thirteen
years’ worth of booty when the missionary Alfred Swann
met up with his caravan: “As they filed past we noticed
many chained together by the neck,” Swann wrote,
“Others had their necks fastened into the forks of poles
about six feet long, the ends of which were supported by
the men who preceded them. The neck is often broken if
the slave falls in walking. The women, who were as nu-
metous as the men, carried babies on their backs in addi-
tion to a tusk of ivory on their heads. They looked at us
with suspicion and fear, having been told that white men
always desired to release staves in order to eac their flesh,
like the Upper Congo cannibals.”

The headmen were characteristically polite to the
white missionary and answered his questions readily.
What did they do when one of the slaves became too ill
to travel? “Spear them at once! For, if we did not, others
would pretend they wete ill in order to avoid carrying
their loads.” And when a woman became too weak o
carry both her child and a tusk? *"We spear the child and
make her burden lighter.”

This same expedition figures in the book Ivory-
Scourge of Africa, which Ernst Moore published in 1931,
after his retirement from Pratt, Read & Co. “It had taken
well over a year for Tippoo Tib to force his way through,
and relay his ivory, from Ujiji to the coast,” Moore wrote.
The delay was due partly to a self-appointed chieftain,
named Mirambo, who had bortled up all trade east of
Lake Tanganyika. "During this year and more, when no
ivory of consequence was artiving ar Zanzibar on account
of Mirambo’s biockade, the Yankees in the Connecticut
ivory-cutting factories were starving for ivory tusks. ..
The arrival of Tippoo, with tons and tons of ivory, and
the news that he had arranged peace with Mirambo and
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(hat the trade route was again open, were hailed with
shouts of joy that reverberated from the eastetn coast of
Altica to the inner shores of Long Island Sound; and Tip-
puo Was hero 1n the streets of Zanzibar, in the houses of
the Arab, European, and Yankee traders, and in the pal-
ace of .. .the Sultan.” Tippoo promptly invested his
profits In “muskets, blasting-powder, percussion caps,
har lead, beads, and merigant” and returned to Central
Africa, where the shouts of joy presumably did not
severberate.

EFORE THE PUBLICATION of Moorc’s

temmarkable book, there 1s no evidence that

anyone in the Connecticut River Valley saw
cause for regret in all this. Like much of the educated
world, they presumably read Livingstone’s Last Journalt,
Stanley's Through the Dark Continent, and other ac-
counts of adventure and destruction in Africa, but noth-
ing seems to have hit home. In 1885, three years after
Tippoo Tib’s riumphant arrival in Zanzibar, The Histo-
ry of Middlesex County was published, and it reported
approvingly: “The factories in Deep River and Ivoryton
receive three-fourths of the prime ivory that is exported
from Zanzibar, prime ivory being that which is of the
best quality and heaviest weight.”

CGeorge Read had died in 1859, leaving no fortune, Ju-
lius Pratt lived ten years longer and died in comfortable
circumstances. The ivory importers, having studied the
piano industry and sensed continued “splendid oppor-
runities” for doing business, had taken over Prart, Read.
Before his death in 1882, John Bertram of Salem had be-
come the single largest stockholder. Benjamin Arnold, of
Arnold, Cheney & Co., had become president. The com-
pany symbol then was an African man with a spear in one
hand, a tusk in the other, and a palm tree in the back-

ground. {t was a romantic business,
It was also prosperous. In Ivoryton, Comstock, Cheney
& Co. butlt cottages for its married workers and housed
its unmarried workers in a boarding house known as the
“Hotel de Ivory.” In time it had a “wheel club” for bicy-
clists, a drum corps, and a bascball team. In winter the
company flooded a pond for skating, then drained it
again in the spring to avoid the danger of drownings.
- Deep River by then had abour 1,200 houscs, sixteen
"well-paved” streets lined with “huge elms,” 2,500
souls, and two churches, each filled to capacity for the
Sunday service. The church bells tolled not just to an-
‘nounce the service but also twice for the death of a child,
three rimes for a woman, and four times for a man. Men
socialized at the two general stores, the women at the
monthly “sewing society.”” The children got into mis-
chief. People of all ages participated in spelling bees at
the school in the evenings or in debating society sessions
on capital punishment and on the tariff question. It was
the boast that there was a musical instrument in every
house—mostly square pianos and Burdette organs,” one
man recalled. Hard work was rewarded with prosperiry,
but “there was no great wealth and . . . very little differ-
énce in the style of living between the most prosperous
and the average day laborer.” The village sentiment was
“thoroughly democratic.”
- The booming piano business supported this enviable
way of life through the turn of the century, when one
American in 260 was buying a piano evety year. (In Bri-
tain, where the rate was 2 more modest one in 360, the
British Medltcal Journal thundered against the ubiquity
of the piano and speculated that “the chloroses and neu-
roses from which so many young girls suffer” were largely
due to practicing on the piano. But no one was paying
any attention.) To sustain the bubble of prosperity, the
Ivoryton and Deep River companies entered into strict
price agreements and exchanged information with the
aim of shutting out competitors.

In Africa the slave trade ended and Arab control col-
lapsed shortly after 1890. But the Western demand for
ivory—and the need of the European powers to make
their new colonies pay~-guaranteed that the decimation
of the elephant would continue and even accelerate.
South of Lake Nyasz in 1859 Livingstone had seen “nine
large herds of elephants,” sometimes forming “a line two
miles long.” Another time he counted eight hundred el-
ephants there. Twenty years later another English ex-
plorer in the area wrote: “People talk as if the ivory of Af-
rica were inexhaustible , . . Let me simply mention a fact.
In my sojourn of fourteen months, during which I passed
over an immense area of the Great Lakes region, ! never
once saw a single elephant.”

But the prevailing point of view was that expressed by
a Connecticut paper, a decade later, in an arrticle about
Comstock, Cheney & Co.: “Although fifty thousand ani-
mals are annually slain to meet the demands throughout
the world for ivory, there appears to be little danger of
decimation, owing to the fact that, in the wilds in the
backcountry, hundreds of miles from civilization, el-
ephants ate as numerous as flies.”

No one saw the continuing destruction from quite the




Elephants and unchained natives decorated labels for fwory combs.
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werspective of Ernst Moore, whose job required him to
pay for it and catalog it tusk by wusk. A Cheney on his
mother's side and 2 product of what he termed “some-
what adventurous stock,” he represented Arnold, Che-
ney & Co., beginning in 1907, as an ivory buyer in Aden
axd Mombasa and finally Zanzibar. Moore's outlook
wraddled the two centuries: he was a shrewd and enthusi-
astic buyer, without a hint of squeamishness or distaste
for the business, but he was also a student of the country
" und ultimately a conservationist. _

{vory—Scourge of Africa, his account of the business
from the 1840s on, begins with a straightforward declara-
yon; “During all the turbulent period of which I write
my people lived and traded {in Zanzibar] for the ivory
spoil the Arabs brought out from the depths of the mys-
rerious interior. ... in my time went to Aftica to rrade
for the precious stuff; and 1 dare say I held in my own
hands as many large ivory tusks as any man in the world
in my time, as my predecessors had in theirs.” This was
not, however, intended as a mea culpa; Moore's book is a
curious mixture of pride and horror,

For the most part, he behaved in Aftica as the perfect
Yankee trader. He knew better than to weigh ivory or pay
for it until it had been in his house long enough to dry
out (sellers sometimes boosted the weight by standing
the wsks on end and filling them with water, which the
wory absorbed). Like other traders, he checked the hol-
low of each tusk for moiten lead or shot ot stones hidden
behind beeswax. He describes the method of prodding
the hollow with a metal rod, to dislodge “the little beans
that indicate diseased, #nd therefore, waste wory within
the tusk.” And he adds that if beans appeared and the
trader "“did not wish to buy the nusk, he went at it sav-
agely, until it seemed certain that no more beans could
be dislodged and the tooth appeared normal and
healthy. Then he would tell the Indian or Arab to take it
1o a white competitor.”

But he also taught himself enough Swahili to talk with
“the sweating blacks who laid the ivory before me”
about their history under the Arabs. He did not merely
buy tusks from the professional hunters and the poachets
who succeeded them; he also read their books. In his own
book, he comments: *“How can one read the accounts of
the elephant-killings by those heroes of the chase, Cum-
ming, Baldwin, Oswell, Vardon, and othets, without be-
ing sickened by feelings of disgust and abhorrence?”

He cites an instance, from Cumming, of the “remark-
able sport with elephants.” Having immobilized an el-
ephant with a single shot to the shoulder, Cumming te-
solves to contemplate the nobility of the animal for a
ume before finishing it off. He kindles a fire, brews cof-
fee, and drinks it, “with one of the finest elephants in
Africa awaiting my pleasure beside a neighboting tree,”
then sets to work: “Having admired the elephant for a
considerable time, I resolved to make experiments for
vulnerable points, and, approaching very near, I fired
several bullets at different parts of his enormous skull.
These did not scem to affect him in the slightest...”

Moore does not spare himself or his readers even the
gruesome details of getting the tusks out of the ele-
phant’s head: *. . .it takes two to four hours o chop a

Backing for the raids of Arab trader Tippoo Tib,
the scourge of Central Africa, came from the last
Sultan of Zanzibar (seated, center) and bis aduvisors.

pair of good-sized tusks out of a full-grown bull elephant
and about a quarter of the time to cut the ivory out of the
head of 2 cow.” A better technique, with less risk of chip-
ping the ivory, was to let the elephant lie for three to five
days. It was then possible to loosen the tusks “with a
quick rg, after the holding tissues have become suffi-
ciently decomposed, and then work them out gradually.”

Considering the strength of feelings in his book, the
reader naturaily wonders that Moore spent the rest of his
life in the business, eventually going to work for the
player-piano division of Pratt, Read back in Deep River.
Ivory was what he knew, of course. Pethaps the need o
earn an income or the pressures of everyday life did not
give him the leisure, until retirement, for contemplating
means and ends or for considering alternatives. In an-
other context, speaking of his years in Zanzibar, he told a
réporter, “Our lives were so crammed with our business
and adventure that we were petfectly content to take
what we had and make the best of it.”

‘Pethaps in the end the practical businessman predom-
inated. In his book, Moote comes to “the question of
whether or not the killing for ivory must go on. . . until
the elephant is exterminated throughout the whole con-
tinent of Africa.” He answers with another question:
“Can we find a substitute for ivory that will give us equal
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grace, delight, and satisfaction?” Pratt, Read had begun
offering celiuloid as an alternative to ivory in 1892, but it
was a poor substitute. Moore concludes that no alterna-
tive exists, The killing would continue.

Until the Victrola, the movics, the automobile, and
other novelties began to overtake the piano among the
amusemnents and status symbols of the industrial nations,
that reasoning was cvidently good enough not just for
Moore and for the Connecticut River Valley, but for much
of the Western world.

On a Sunday morning in March 1985, 1 visited the old
Pratt, Read factory, long since abandoned. (The company
merged with Comitock, Cheney in the mid-1930s, re-
tuining its name but moving its operations to lvoryion.)
It was empty and cold. Huge windows, where the work-
ers once matched and beveled and polished and caressed
their bits of ivory, let in an abundance of light. A real es-
tate company had lately begun sandblasiing old pant off

number of instruments with ory keys. )

1 went home for a cup of coffee and took it down 1y
the river landing, where they used to unload the vory,
and sat there on the dock. I was thinking of the macabry
Joke with which Conrad ends Heart of Darkness. Deefr in
the Congo. Mr. Kurtz, the fvory trader. utters bis dyiny
words: "The horror! The horror! " But this message s tog
dark for the civilized world, and when a companton visits
the dead man's fuancée, he tells ber: "The last word he
prorounced was—your name.”

I was thinking of George Read and Julius Prait, and
wondering what message, what notion of the ivory trade,
they d gotten from Jobn Bertram, who knew the migul.
ties of Zanzibar at first hand. He would have nown their
sympathies. He wonld also have known that the truth was
too dark, and that it might pose an impediment to busi-
ness. Did he keep silence, then? Even if he did, did i
never occur 10 the two abolitionists 1o ask? In all their cor.
respondence with Bertram, their meetings in Deep River
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The bands of Gottschalk in an 1869 caricature, and the hands of Viadimir Horowitz at a 1985 rebearsal.

the bricks and the beveled columns. They were con-
verting the place into a condominium complex called
The Piano Works. (For the ground-breaking ceremony,
the developers obtained forty leftover ivory heads and
tatls from Prast, Read and glued them to invitations say-
ing: “Come tickle the ivories with us.") Here and there,
assemblages of gears, pulleys, and belts remained bolted
to the ceiling. Otherwise, there was no trace of 130-0dd
years of ivory cutting. (The ivory business is also defunct
i Ivoryton, where Pratt, Read now devotes itself to mak-
ing wooden piano keys, which are then covered with plas-
tic. 1t is of course still possible to buy a piano with an
ivory keyboard from other manufacturers, but only at
grear expense. Bisendorfer, the Austrian prano-maker,
sells about 150 such pianos each year in this country, be-
ginning ar $28,000. Steinway & Sons also sells a small

and Salem, their discussions of prices, deliveries, delays
in the arrival of the caravans at Zanzibar, didl it never oc-
cur to either man to inquire who carried the ivory there
or how 1t was obtained? Was it really possible that they
did not know? Or were they merely practical men, like
Bertram, who saw the inevitable sinfulness of buman ex-
istence and put limits on their own accountability for it?
I thought of George Read's odd phrase: ... but 1 do
worse things." And I thought of Ernst Moore’s peculiar
confessional dedication to his book: “I, too, have slept i
the arms of Zanzibar, bave been her slave, and am her
lover still."

On the river, low, forward-leaning columns of mus!

e At 21 P e b e sl e e i

rose from the surface, a ghostly procession of slaves, trad-
ers, fvory workers, merchants, and elephants, all drifting

endlessly toward the sea.
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Vern Wayne Pond

Studio 3, 105 N. Union St.
Alexar_ldrla VA 22314
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and overseas travel! Keep a Pack In Your
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. !:PDOZ N MINI-PACKS ONLY $26.88!
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Frank Cocco Jr. is buartending part-time
while launching a carcer as a freelance
phowgrapher. A biology major who
concentrated on entomology, Cocco
caught up with the dragonflies pic-
tured in this issue near his home in
New Haven, Connecticut.

Richard Conniff’s first article for Au-
dubon, about potcupines, appeared
last year, as did his book frish Walls,
which was published by Stewart, Ta-
bori, & Chang. He is at work on a nov-
el about the 19th Century ivory trade.

Marc Hudson lives in Green Bay,
where, he says, "l enjoy my ‘brats’ and
beer on a Saturday afternoon.” Hud-
son, a poet whose latest collection was
Journal for an Injured Son, is working
on two new books of poetry. Next year
he will teach medieval literature and
creative wriung at Wabash College.

Donald Dale Jackson, who often writes
fot Smzthsontan, is the author of Gold
Daust and Twenty Million Yankees. Af-
ter he'd looked high and low for
moose, one turned up in his Connecti-
cut town. [ts story was not a happy one,
he reports: “They tried to tranquilize
the moose and wound up killing it.”

Geoffrey C. Ward's last article for Ax-
dubon, “Tiger in the Road,” will be
included in Best American Essays,
1987, to be published this fall. He is
now working on a book abourt India,
where he spent part of his boyhood.

Chris Wille has been covering conser-
vation issues for eighteen years—from
Oregon, Oklahoma, Guam, Washing-
ton, D.C., and now New York City.
Finding quality outdoor expetiences is
gerting more  difficule  everywhere,
reports Wille, who flees Manhattan
every weekend in search of a quiet
picce of green. He 1s the editor of Na-
tional Audubon Society’s bimonthly

“news journal, Awdubon Activisz.

The essay by Hal Botland is from Ha/
Borland's Twelve Moons of the Year,
© 1979 by Barbara Dodge Borland,
executor of the estate of Hal Borland.
Quotations by Edwin Way Teale are
from Grassroot Jungles, © 1937, 1944
by Dodd, Mead & Company, Inc.,
newed 1972 by Edwin Way Teale.
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Lightweight 13 H
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designed in colla-
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National  Audubon
Saciety LIST
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the Greater Ye!lowstone Wilderness. Protected
by covenanis and year round caretaker. Easy
air access for vacation or active retirement
home. Close to town reat fishing, skiing,
riding, and hiking. W. F. Ogden, 1244 Baker
Bldg.. Minneapolis, MN 58 02: 612/339-1797.
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Essay: A Vision of Lakes

A generation of Americans thought of summer as a pristine lake.
But our lakeshores are becoming cityseapes, their waters fouled.
By Peter Steinbart

24 Warning: The Friday Night Fish Fry
May Be Hazardous to Your Health
From the chemical soup of Lake Michigan's Green Bay come
perch whose cansumption, like Packer games, is a local ritual, |
By Mare Hudson '

44 Jim Corbett; The Reluctant Executioner
. Between 1906 and 1941 he hunted down a dozen man-cating
tigers and leopards with a combined toll of 1,500 victims;
but it took considerable effort 1o coax him into the field.
By Geaffrey C. Ward

01 The State of the Tiger

_Some goad news, much bad news from a gathering of experts,
By Jou R. Luoma '

04 Children of the Sun
After more than a hundred million years on Earth, the dragonfly
‘asks no more of life than sunshine and living insects to eat.
Photographs by Frank Cocco Jr., with writings by Edwin Way Teale

72 Me and That Groundhog
From our good old stuff, a yarn about an ambush in the peonies,
a condemned woodchuck, and a shotgun that wouldn’t work,
By C. E. Gillbam, with a painting by Salvatore Catalano

76 When the Music in Qur Parlors
Brought Death to Darkest Africa
Because of a national mania for the piano, humans and elephants
- perished in uncountable numbers to supply ivory for keyboards.
By Rickard Conniff

94 Of Moose and Men
We haven't learned how to deal with America’s largest deer
when they stroll onto our lawns, malls, and paved preserves.
By Donald Dale Jackson, with a drawing by Keith Bendis

102 A Report to Spark a Praitie Fire?
The President’s Commission on Americans Outdoors
is met with stony silence from the Reagan Administration,
but its recommendations may be just shy of revolutionary.

By Chris Wille

6 The Audubon View 108 Dialogue |
12 Nature Stories 111 Bylines |

The cméer: Afvican elephants at dusk on the Chobe River
in Botswana, photographed by George W, Calef

¥ 1 the fssue.




