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blog. She had originally asked to unsubscrihe, blll changed her mind after 

reading my reply. 

MARTHA: That's a good argument. I do like to hear hoth 

sides ... Please reinstate my memhership. 

Then she seduced me-rhetorically, I mean-through a lit tie fbtlery. 

MARTHA: I laugh more than I am irritated when I recei\'e 

your daily figure actually ... Come to think of it I lallgh 

\'ery hard, and then my boss thinks I am really loving 

my job. 

\'QU could almost say that Martha beat me. While I won hn back ,IS a 

subscriher, she won me oveI', making lIle think twice he[oce I trash the in­

telligent design people's intelligence again. See what a littk agrn';lhility 

can get you? And I think to myself. what a wonderful rhetorical wodel-<lt 

least until I read the next comment on my blog, which c<llls IIle <I "Codlc'ss 
bastard." 

I am not godless. 

Mozart Induces Hell 

Rhetorical deduction goes like this: IUnl/llf, tlwnjiilT (tJlldusio/i. \'011 hcli('\'(' 

this, so you should do that. That is ,In enthynlt'l1w. In .\llnic's C'IS('. 1'111 

afraid that her enthymcIIle abollt all politicians being ,llikc~ m,I\' not work. It 

has a problem With its commonplace: Kathy prohablY docs not beliCH' that 

all politicians are alike. She thinks that DenlOcr,lts ;md Repllhlic<lns ,llT 

very different species. r\nnie will have to COllie np with SOllle serious proof 

before she can sew doubts in Kathy's mind. 

Once again, Aristotle comes to the rescue, with deduction's fraternal 

twin, induction. In rhetoric, inducti\'e logic uses examples for its proof in­

stead of commonplaces. Induction is great for when the audiencc's COI11­

monplaces don't work for you. 

Induction would look like this in Annie's argument: 
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A~:-':IE: I lin' in ,I Republican state, ,mel Illy ... Meanings 

If you have trouble re­taxes keep going up. Your own mayor is 
membering the differ­

Repuhlican. <lnd look how nllich taxes ence between inductive 

and deductive logIC, con­have inlTc>ased in vour city. Plus. Con­
sider their roots. Induc­

gress keeps horrowin~ money. How do tion comes from Latin for 

"to !nduce" or "to lead."\ou think thelcll pay for the deficit? It 
Inductive logiC follows 

just ShOlI'S that both parties raise taxes. a trail. picking up clues 

The Democrats are simplv honest about	 that lead to the end of 

an argument. Deduction 
it. And gl\'en two. politicians, I'll vote for (both in rhetoric and 

the hmll'st one. expense accounts) means 

"to take away." Deduction 

uses a commonplace to 

That's illducti\'e logic. Annie's examph>s prove pull you away from your 

current opinion. If thatth,lt Republicans raise taxc's. Therefore vou shollld 
still doesn't work, skip 

\'ote for the party that will not lie abollt it. or the terms altogether and 

just use the argumentcOllrse. Annie doesn't prOl'c that the Republicans 
tools you like 

raise taxes as nluch as Ikmocrats do. But that's for 

Kat hv to ,U'g-IIc' 

\'ou can cOll1hilJ(' deduction and induction to make an .. Meanings 

The POint youespeciall\' strong arglltl1ent. In this GISt'. vour proof has two 
prove With 

paris: ex;unplt,s ;Illd prcmise. Ollce again, we can ohserve examples IS 

technicallyIlotl1lT Simpson's logical p\Toted1l1ics 1'01' illustration. 
called a 

parad/gm­

a rule that\tOYILR: I'nl Ilot a h,1(1 guy! I Ivork hard, and Iloye 
you apply to 

1111 kids. So w111" should I spc'nd half my Sunday the chOice 

heariug ,Ihout hc)\\" I'm going to hell? you want 

your audi­

ence to mClke 

;\ splendid iIlSt,\IJ(' or logical induction ,IS argnment. 

Ilo!lH'I's c'xalllpk~-workshan\. loV('s his kids-.show he is not sneh a bad 

gIl\". t LII·ing c'~lahlisl]('d his nice-gil;' pre'misc, he heads.sti·aight to his con­

clusion: chnrch wastes his time. \\'hether the eX<IIIlples actually do pro\"e 

hi,~ else is np to the audience. And God. But the logic works. 

HCllner recites facts, sort of. That's one kind of example.
 

Bllt his examples are reallv more comparison than
 
... Argument Tool 

LIll. Comparisons are the second kind of example. He	 THE RHETORICAL 

EXAMPLE: Fact,II'orks harder and 10l"('s his kids more than the average 
comparison or 

cllIIrchgoer. story 
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Then there's a third kind of example, the story­ TRY THIS IN A 

PRESENTATIONjokes, fiction, fables, and pop culture. Most of the ex­
Work up a logical out­

amples I use in this book fall in the story category. Ime, First, construct 

an enthymeme thatLet's use all the logic we gained in this chapter. 
uses something your 

Suppose I want to persuade you to go to a poker game	 audience believes in 

It sums up your ent.ireinstead of the Mozart concert you had planned to at­
talk. The rest of the 

tend. I start with an enthymeme:	 outline rests on induc­

tive logic List the 

facts, compare your 
ME: You want to relax, right? Then there's no argument With C'ln 

choice. You're going to play poker. opPosing one, and 

include at least one 

anecdote that illus­

That's deductive logic. You want to relax. There­ trates your POint on 

the micro level. Go
fore, let's play poker. I skip what would have been the 

back and read Rea­

middle line ofa syllogism: poker is more relaxing than gan's speeches. and 
you'll frnd that mostMozart. You already knew that. But then again. maybe 
of them use exactly 

you didn't. Maybe I should use inductive logic-facts, thiS logical method 

Or skip ahead tocomparisons, and stories-to shore up our premise 
Chapter 23, where 

that poker relaxes more than Mozart. Cicero shows you how 

to outline a speec h 

Fact: 

ME: You yourself said nothing's more soothing th:1I1 :1 good 

cigar and a full house. 

Comparison: 

ME: Do they let you drink b('C[ during a ~lozart concert? 

!1uh? Do they? 

Story: 

ME: I knew a gny who went to see J)on Ciov(/nni a few years 

ago. He suffers through the whole thing until right at the 

end, when he clutches his heart and slumps over dead. 

The last thing he sees before he dies is Don Giovanni get­

ting sucked in to Hell. 

SU\2:\2:est yOU trv a similar anrument on vonr sil!:nificant other before 

CONTROL THE ARGUMENT 133 

your next night Otlt. Scope out vour partner's commonplaces: do you hear 

the word "relax" a lot when you plan a date, or does the word "boring" re­
peat itselP 

Now apply the commonplace to an argument packet: "Since [wlnn/on­

plarr}, then we should [yolluhoice]." 

Throw in a few examples: fact, comparison, story, or all three. 

:-iow bulton your lip, baby. Bulton your coat. 

The Tools 

The historian Colyer Meriwether sal's the American founders WCTe masters 

at rheto!'ical logo.l: 'Thev knew how to build an argumen t, to construct a log_ 

ical fortress; that had been their pastime siuce youth. They could marshal 

words, they could explore the past ... they had heen doing that [or years."' 

'You now h:l\e the fouudation to build your own logical fortress. Actu­

allv, it shonld be Illore like a logical nlansion: the best persuaders are COIll ­

fortable within their logic, aud not afraid to let people in. Don't worry; we'll 

coycr many more tools to make vou feelluolT at home with logic. 

\\.'e startn! willI tlw basic tools of logos. 

Deduction: Deductive logic applies a general principle to a 

particular matter. Rhetorical dt'thlction uses a commonplace to 

reach a conclusion, iutcrpreting the circumstances through a 

!ens of beliefs and values. 

Enthymeme: The logical sandwich that contains deductive logic. 

"We should [rlwil'l'}. because [mmmonjJl(/c('}." Aristotle took 

!<JI"l11allogic's syllogism, stripped it down, and based it on a 

cOllllllonplace instead of a universal truth., 

Induction: lu rlwtoric, induction is argumen t by example. Thi.s 

kind of logic slarts with the specific and moves to the gelle/'a!. 

\\'hne:ls deductivc logic interprets the cilUlmstances through 

an existing belief-a comIlHmpl:lce-inductive logic uses the 

cirCllmstauccs t%rm a belief. It works best when vou 're not 

SIllT your audience shares a commonplace. 

Fact, Comparison, Story: These are the three kinds of example to 
lJ~t' ill inrllJrtivt-' lnalr 
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