PROSPECTIVE BRAINSTORMING
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Next week, you will be introduced to the final major paper of the quarter: the Prospective Essay. The
following worksheet is designed to help you generate ideas for what your essay, which will be in the
form of a formal cover letter. What will your cover letter include? This “prospective” (which means to
look forward) brainstorming exercise asks you to think about the last few weeks, to think about your
current writing process, and to develop arguments about your future writing, reading, and learning.
Answer the following questions and sections briefly but be specific, use concrete examples, and
consider how you might include these details in your final essay. This is due next Monday at the start
of class.

Part I: Identifying and Working through Difficulty
Pull out your Literacy Narrative and your Close Reading with instructors’ comments. Reread these
papers, the comments, and your reflective writing on what was difficult for you. Then, begin to answer

the following questions:

1. What do you observe about your writing that you may have noticed before? Do you see any
recurring themes or issues in your inventories, freewrites, and self-reflections?

2. What have you become more fluent in, more capable in this quarter?

3. What has been most difficult to you, so far, about college writing?



4. Looking back at your work, break down your writing difficulties as specifically as possible:

Identify 4
difficulties
(choose the most
important to you)

Difficulty #1:

Difficulty #2:

Difficulty #3:

Difficulty #4:

Which
assignment
represents your
best attempt at
overcoming this
difficulty?
‘Why?

How were your
assignments or
papers affected
by this
difficulty?

Do you have
trouble seeing
this difficulty in
your own
writing/process?
Why?

What skills and
resources will
help you with
this difficulty in
the future? Be
specific in the
ways each of
these resources
has helped and
will continue to
help.




Part Il: Prospection, Or, Transferring and Developing Skills
Part of the cover letter should focus on thinking ahead, on the future, on “prospection.” Your cover
letter should identify and discuss how you might transfer the skills you learned in class to other class and

to other writing, reading, and critical tasks.

1. What skills or strategies did you bring to this class?

2. What skills or strategies did you gain in this class, and how will you build on them to become a more
effective college writer or reader in the future? Be as realistic and detailed as possible.

3. To the best of your ability, given the experiences you have faced so far, define some of the
expectations of “academic discourse” or college-level writing.

4. Given this definition, what challenges do you envision you’ll face as a college writer?

5. How does the writing and reading you’ve done this quarter differ from the writing and reading you
did in high school? What kinds of transitions have you begun to make?



Part Ill: Writing and Learning Analysis

Finally, your cover letter should discuss your writing process, how it has changed over the course of the
class, and how you see yourself as a writer, reader, and critical thinker in college.

1. How would you describe your writing process? (What are the steps you usually go through to write a
paper?)

2. When does your process work well, and when does it not?

3. What are possible alternative processes to try?

4. Have you started to view writing as a process rather than just a product? Why/why not?

5. How do you see yourself as a writer in the context of the University? Are you an academic writer?

6. What is academic writing? Is it a set of skills? A matter of gaining familiarity with conventions?
Becoming fluent in new discourses, or academic conversations? A set of social encounters? Something
else? A combination of those?

7. How do you see yourself as a reader in the context of the University? Are you an academic reader?



